
GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD 

Scripture Reading: Luke 13:1-9 

 

 

When I was beginning my spiritual journey I had a lot of questions and a lot of doubts.  

One thing it took me awhile to understand is why Jesus had to die for my sins and just 

exactly what salvation was all about.  Because no-one had really explained salvation to 

me even though I had been in the church for years.  Or maybe they had and I wasn’t 

paying attention.  Then I read a book by Josh McDowell called “More Than a 

Carpenter.”  In the book he explained (and I’m paraphrasing this because I read the 

book a very long time ago and this is the gist of what I remember) how God is a just 

God and in order for Him to satisfy His justice someone had to pay for all the wrong that 

has been and is being done; because if all the evil in the world went unpunished, then 

He would not be a just God.  That made sense to me because I understood the concept 

of justice.  We all want God to be a just God.  And I began to understand why Jesus had 

to die and just why He is the Savior of the world.  And then over the years God’s plan of 

salvation was revealed to me in greater depth and I began to see and to understand the 

true condition of the human race.  

 

Our spiritual ancestors, the Puritan Calvinists, believed the human condition to be one 

of total depravity.  And there have been many arguments for and against that belief 

even today.  Suffice it to say that, since Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden 

and basically declared their independence from God, the human race has departed 
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from God’s plan, which was that humans would walk closely with Him; that they would 

be dependent upon Him, and live in His Kingdom upon this earth.  And because  Adam 

and Eve turned away from God, going their own way, we humans are born with a sin 

nature; that is, a nature that does not naturally turn toward God and desire His 

presence; a nature that follows the self-centered desires of the flesh rather than the 

God-centered desires of the Spirit.  Some folks are blessed in that they are drawn to 

God and submit their lives to Him early on.  However the vast majority of us sometimes 

struggle to understand our relationship with God and to submit to His ways. 

 

Throughout the millennia people have believed that God rewards those who are good 

and punishes those who do wrong.  Even today it is a widely held belief that if you are a 

“good person” you will go to heaven when you die.  However, many passages in 

scripture make it clear that that is simply not true.  Our salvation comes, not from 

whether we are good or not, but from our belief that Jesus is the Son of God; that He 

died for our sins; and that God raised Him from the dead.  But in order to receive 

salvation we also have to repent of our sins before God and ask for His forgiveness.   

 

Jesus addressed this when he spoke about the Galilean worshipers killed by Pilate and 

the people who died in a tragic accident at the Tower of Siloam.  He said, “Do you think 

those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other people from Galilee?  Do you 

think that those killed when the tower fell on them were more guilty than the others living 

in Jerusalem?”  In other words, “Do you think they were singled out by God to die 

because they were bad people?”  The answer of course is “no.”  That had nothing to do 
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with it.  However, Jesus doesn’t stop there.  He challenges his listeners by saying, 

“…unless you repent, you will die too.”   

 

Wait!  Is he saying that we all are in danger of keeling over dead if we don’t get right 

with God?  No, he is not suggesting that.  What Jesus is telling us is that unless we get 

right with God; unless we “turn from our wicked ways”; we will die spiritually.  And if we 

die spiritually, when the time comes for us to depart our physical body we will not end 

up in eternal life in heaven with Jesus; we will end up separated from God for eternity, 

subject to eternal torment from the evil one. 

 

Possibly the most famous sermon ever written in America was delivered by Jonathan  

Edwards in Enfield, Connecticut, in 1741.  It is credited with sparking the first Great 

Awakening that eventually had an indelible effect on the shaping of the foundational 

principles of our national government.  You may have heard of this sermon which was 

entitled “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  I discovered that I had this sermon on 

CD and I listened to it this week.  In it Edwards described how we are seen by God 

when we are in an unregenerate state: that is, how God sees us before we have turned 

to Him for forgiveness through Jesus Christ; and what will happen to us if we do not turn 

to God.  It would make your hair curl; it is so graphic and so frightening.   

 

I am most certainly not Jonathan Edwards and it is not in me to preach to you a sermon 

of hellfire and brimstone.  However, I feel that I was definitely led by God to preach you 

this particular sermon today.  (And that was before I listened to that sermon).  So I pray 
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that you will take it very seriously.  You know, the reason we don’t recognize the extent 

of our deep sinfulness, our depravity if you will, is that essentially we see ourselves as 

good people.  We don’t go around committing mass murders.  We don’t pillage and 

rape.  We don’t embezzle.  We try our best to do the right thing.  However, our God 

sees us as no-one else sees us; even ourselves.  And we simply do not comprehend 

the extent to which our deep sinfulness offends a holy God.  And, as I’ve said before, it 

is spiritually impossible for anything that is not holy to be in the presence of Holy God.  

That is why Jesus had to die.  His blood had to be shed to appease a God, who would 

not be a Holy and Just God were He to allow sin to abide in His presence.  So without 

Jesus we would still be separated from God and without any hope of ever being united 

with Him.  And separation from God is Hell. 

 

Now, I’d like you to picture yourself locked up in prison, looking out from behind bars.   

You’re not sure what you have done wrong or why you deserve to be there; however 

you have been thrown into prison and you don’t know how to get out.  At this point, 

while you’re in prison, I’m going to share with you a story that those of you who attend 

our Sunrise Service on Easter have heard before.  It says it all: 

 

One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. Satan had just come from the 

Garden of Eden, and he was gloating and boasting.  “Yes, sir, I just caught the world full 

of people down there.  Set me a trap, used bait I knew they couldn’t resist.  Got ‘em all!”  

“What are you going to do with them?” Jesus asked.  “Oh, I’m gonna have fun!  I’m 

gonna teach them how to marry and divorce each other.  How to hate and abuse each 



5 
 

other.  How to drink and smoke and curse.  How to invent guns and bombs and kill each 

other.  I’m really gonna have fun. 

 

“And what will you do when you get done with them?” Jesus asked.  “Oh, I’ll kill ‘em.”   

“How much do you want for them?”  “Oh, you don’t want those people!”  They ain’t no 

good.  Why, you’ll take them and they’ll just hate you.  They’ll spit on you, curse you and 

kill you!!  You don’t want those people!!”  ‘HOW MUCH???”  Satan looked at Jesus and 

sneered, “All your tears, and all your blood.”  “Jesus paid the price.” 

 

Jesus paid the price to get you out of the prison and the sojourn in hell that Satan 

prepared for you.  Jesus himself said, in John 8, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 

really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  When 

you truly understand the truth that Jesus has set you free from the snares of Satan then 

you can begin to live in freedom, rather than in fear, anxiety, and failure.  However, in 

order for you to experience this freedom; in order for you to secure eternal life with 

Jesus you have to make a transaction with Him and give your life to Him.  I’m sure that 

many of you have already made that transaction; however, some of you may have not. 

 

Jesus is your “get out of jail free” card.  Now, you could put that card in your back 

pocket and think about possibly playing it some day in the future.  However, you do not 

know what may transpire between today and tomorrow.  There is always the possibility 

that there may not be a tomorrow.  The people at the Tower of Siloam never expected it 

to fall on them.  The people at the Boston Marathon, in Paris, in San Bernadino, in  
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Brussels, never expected their lives to end as they innocently went about their day.   

 

Jesus tells us to repent.  Indeed, Jesus began his earthly ministry by going about and 

preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  And with his parable of the fig 

tree Jesus illustrated this command.  In this parable He is telling us that we are the fig 

tree (I would point out here that Israel was also considered to be the fig tree; but the 

metaphor applies to us as well).  We are the fig tree, and if there is no fruit, that is, no 

repentance, we are in great danger of being cut down.  For, as I have just stated, we 

simply do not know how many tomorrows we have.   The prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 

55:6-7, "Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the 

wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he 

will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon"  

 

Repenting is turning back to God.  Repenting is acknowledging our need for God, 

acknowledging the deep sinfulness of our human nature, asking for forgiveness, and 

asking Jesus to be Lord of our lives.  Jesus tells us to repent because, unless we have 

made peace with God through Jesus, we are considered to be God’s enemies.  For we 

are told in Romans 5:10: “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 

saved through his life.”  In other words, because Jesus died for us when we didn’t 

understand what it was all about; now that we have given our lives to Him and become 

reconciled to God, we can rest assured that He will keep us safe for eternity and He will 

give us fullness of life here on earth.  Jesus has ransomed our souls and we belong to 

Him. 
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Now, once we have secured our salvation it might be tempting for us to think that that is 

all we need to do.  But, my friends, that is just the beginning.  For once God has 

received the fruit of our repentance He begins his restoration of our lives.  And then God 

is looking for the fruit of lives lived in and through Him.  And just what would that fruit 

be?  God lives His life through us by the power of His Holy Spirit and Galatians 5 tells 

us that the fruit of the Spirit is made up of the attributes of love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  And these attributes are 

not easily come by.  That is why keeping right with God should become a daily practice 

for us.   

 

I don’t know about you, but there are days when I have a hard time drumming up some 

of those attributes.  I get out of bed and I have all I can do to sit before God, never mind 

pray.  But I do it because God is always there waiting for me to get my act together so I 

can just sit in His presence and get right with Him.  And pretty soon I am able to confess 

what is on my mind; then I am able to offer up some feeble prayers; and finally I’m able 

to ask for His peace and His strength for the day.  And I have never been disappointed; 

I have never gone away empty.  But I have to make the effort to go before Him.  If I 

don’t, I don’t receive the peace and the strength that He is waiting to offer me.  God is 

just waiting to bless us abundantly; but we need to give Him the time of day, so to 

speak, and we need to ask.  James 4:2 says, “You have not because you ask not.”  It’s 

pretty simple. 

 

We have talked before about the ways in which we can throw up walls in our  
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relationship with God; how bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, the need to control, etc. 

can keep us from experiencing the peace and the power of God that we have been 

promised.  We need to be in harmony with God for our lives to bear the fruit that God 

wants us to bear.  God wants to grow us up in Him and to bear fruit so that He can use 

us in the spiritual battle and to meet the needs of those He is trying to bring into His 

Kingdom. 

 

And I think that perhaps we need to come to the understanding that all the commands 

of God that we find in scripture are not suggestions.  They are, indeed, commands.  And 

it does not make God happy when we ignore His commands.  It is true that, as we are 

told in Psalm 103, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in love.”  However, this scripture continues, “He will not always accuse, nor will he 

harbor his anger forever” which tells us that God does, indeed become angry with His 

people.  Lamentations 3:39 and following declares, “Why…should we, mere humans as 

we are, murmur and complain when punished for our sins?  Let us examine ourselves 

instead, and let us repent and turn again to the Lord.  Let us lift our hearts and hands to 

him in heaven, for we have sinned; we have rebelled against the Lord, and he has not 

forgotten it.” 

 

We can see from these scriptures that God is not to be trifled with; that He is not an 

indulgent Father in Heaven, looking the other way when we rebel against Him by 

disobeying His commands and following our own ways.  However, Psalm 103 also tells 

us that “…as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who 
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fear him.”  For those who fear Him.  And we are not talking here about the debilitating 

fear that we addressed last week.  Rather, as Proverbs 9:10 tell us, “Fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”   

 

Fear of the Lord is not something meant to beat us into submission.  Fear of the Lord is  

the key to freedom in Christ.  For when we have a healthy fear of the Lord we will allow 

ourselves to be drawn in to an understanding of His redemptive plan for us and we will 

be able to submit to His divine authority in our lives.  That authority and power that will 

lead us out of the kingdom of darkness and into the light of the Kingdom of His Son.  

Glory to God! 

 

WORD FOR THE WEEK:  Are you right with God? 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious Heavenly Father, as You tell us in 2 Peter, You are patient with 

us, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  Give us the 

grace to respond to Your mercy as offered to us in Your Son.  And Father, we sin 

against You whenever we disobey Your commands as given to us in Your Word.  Help 

us to be aware when we transgress and to return swiftly to You that we might receive 

Your forgiveness and be restored to Your presence.  May we always be aware of the 

privilege You have given us of being Your light in the world and may we respond to 

Your efforts to draw us back to You when we have strayed.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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