
KINGDOMS IN COLLISION 

Scripture Reading: Rev. 12:1-5, 7-12,17 

 

 

The Huffington Post ran a headline on February 2 that read, “Pope Francis and Donald 

Trump: When Kingdoms Collide.”  And there is some sort of digital game out there called 

“Kingdoms Collide.”  The surface information I was able to gather (I was afraid to click into 

these sites for fear of what might follow) is that, and I quote: “Kingdoms Collide is about fun 

and balanced online multilayer combat where a highly skilled player can always win the 

day, set within a beautiful fantasy setting.” “Kingdoms Collide, a total conversion fantasy 

MOD for half-life 2! ... And, “The concept behind Kingdoms Collide is to have really fun and 

balanced online multilayer combat with a very high potential range of skill.”  Have at it, 

folks! 

 

The first of these scenarios deals with the political and religious institutional world and the 

second with a world of fantasy and escape.  However, the truth that is stranger than fiction 

tells us that we are all, daily, engaged in a battle between two worlds: a collision of 

kingdoms.  And the story of this collision is told in our scripture reading from Revelation.  

The Book of Revelation is full of vivid and sometimes weird pictures and scenes.  And there 

are many interpretations of the meanings and symbols found in the Book of Revelation.  

However, the passage that we are dealing with this morning is not too difficult to decipher.   

 

I’m not going into an in-depth study of the scripture; suffice it to say that the woman in the  
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passage represents the righteous remnant of Israel; the child is the Lord Jesus Christ; and 

the dragon is Satan.  In the first six verses we are seeing earthly scenes from a heavenly 

perspective.  Where the dragon’s tail swept a third of the stars from the sky we see the 

symbol of the leaders of the nation of Israel who had been deceived by Satan and were 

telling lies to God’s people, who are then themselves deceived.  Where the dragon is 

standing in front of the woman waiting to devour her child once it is born, we see Satan 

who did everything he could to destroy Jesus.  Initially he worked through the Roman 

Empire, represented by Rome’s puppet king, Herod the Great, whose heart was filled with 

demonic malice and enmity when he heard of the birth of Jesus.  And the killing of all the 

children of Bethlehem two years old and under was instigated by Satan working through 

Herod.  But God intervened and led Mary, Joseph and the child into safety in Egypt.   

 

This Revelation passage then skips over the entire life of Jesus and commences to the 

circumstance of his being raised from the dead and seated in heaven with His Father; 

having, as we are told in Colossians 2, disarmed the powers and authorities (that is, Satan 

and his minions), and making a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 

cross.   

 

Then, beginning in verse seven we are told about war in heaven.  Biblical scholar Ray 

Stedman tells about that war stating, “In verse 7 we come to an abrupt change of scene.  

The perspective changes.  Instead of looking at earthly scenes from a heavenly 

perspective, we now become spectator to a scene which takes place in heaven itself.  It is 

a scene of conflict, invisible to the people of earth, yet profoundly affecting the life of every 
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man, woman, and child who ever lived.”  The scripture describes the clash between 

Michael the Archangel, who stands guard over Israel and battles demonic forces for God’s 

people, and God’s archenemy, Satan.  And I must confess that I was surprised to learn, in 

my study for this sermon, that Satan still has access to heaven, as well as to God’s people 

on earth.  I thought that he had already been booted out of heaven; however, that is yet to 

come.   

 

So currently, as our scripture tells us, Satan, whose name means “adversary” and 

“accuser” is able to accuse us of our sins before God.  That’s the bad news.  The good 

news is that, as we are told in Romans 8:34, “Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who 

was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  So if you are 

ever led to feel discouraged or despondent about your sins and failures, you only need to 

remember that your Savior Jesus is praying for you and interceding with the Father for you.  

And also, you need to remember that, like it or not, we are always at war. 

 

In his book “Moving Mountains: Praying with Passion, Confidence and Authority”, Pastor 

John Eldridge addresses God: “You create man.  Man chooses to rebel against you.  We 

hand our lives, the earth, and the history of the human race over to the evil one.  All of our 

misery flows from this fact.  But you intervene – you sent your Son to redeem us, and 

restore us.  Now we find ourselves in an epic war for the human race and the planet.” 

 

And this brings us back to earth, so to speak.  When Jesus was born heaven invaded  

Earth – literally!   The Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom of God, was brought to earth with  
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Jesus.  And earth has never been the same.  Through his sacrifice on the cross and his  

resurrection from the dead Jesus has overcome the Evil One whose eventual end is now 

certain.  But the coming of the Kingdom only intensified Satan’s attack on the people of 

God.  Therefore, as I mentioned at Easter, the battle between good and evil, God and 

Satan, has been won; however, for purposes unknown to us, the war continues.   

 

So what are we to do?  This is not what we want; this is not what Jesus promised us, is it?  

He promised us peace and abundant life.  How can we have that if we are constantly at 

war?  The fact is that even though we may be at war we need not lead fearful, defeated, 

frantic lives.  For, improbable as it may seem; as I have told you before, we have the power 

of God available to us to overcome the evil purposes of Satan and to receive the peace and 

abundant life that Jesus has promised.  Ray Stedman, in his book “God’s Final Word” 

includes a section on “How To Slay a Dragon.”  Wouldn’t you like to know how to slay the 

dragons in your life?  Let’s see what he has to share: 

 

Stedman cites verse 11 of our passage which says, “They overcame him by the blood of 

the lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to 

shrink from death.”  And he states, “Verse 11 is an especially important verse for you and 

me, because its truth is applicable in the here and now.  It tells how the saints of any age 

can overcome the evil purposes of the devil as he attempts to deceive us, neutralize our 

effectiveness for God, and immobilize us with the poisonous emotion of guilt.  In this verse 

we find a three-step plan for defeating the attacks and accusations of Satan.” 
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The first step that Stedman gives is trusting in the blood of Christ.  We may not be  

greatly familiar with this concept; however, it is an extremely important one for us to 

appropriate on our spiritual journey.  We all know what it’s like to be attacked by feelings of 

guilt, shame, and failure.  We may even sometimes hear a voice in our head telling us that 

we have no right to call ourselves a Christian because of the feelings we have or the way 

that we have acted.  Stedman reminds us that first of all we do need to admit that every 

accusation that may be leveled at us by the enemy is true.  We ARE sinners.  We say 

things that hurt others, we are self-centered, we can be unforgiving, we can lie, we can act 

out in anger, we can have impure thoughts.   

 

But that’s nothing new or surprising to Jesus.  He knows how we are.  He knows how we 

struggle.  And that is why He died for us.  For, as we symbolically acted out on Good 

Friday, our sins have been nailed to the cross; Jesus took our sins upon Himself.  His shed 

blood has taken away any judgment that God would have placed upon us.  So when you 

are bombarded with condemning thoughts you just need to tell the devil to take a hike and 

remind yourself that the blood of Jesus has cleansed you from all your sins.  That is what it 

means to trust in the power that is in the blood that Jesus shed for you.  And when you do 

that you prevent Satan from tormenting you with the spirit of condemnation.  For as we are 

told in Romans 8: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

The second step pointed out to us by Stedman is to share our testimony.  Uh oh!  That’s 

not something we Congregationalists do with ease.  It’s not in our spiritual DNA.  But may I 

remind you that science has proven that we are constantly changing our DNA.  Don’t ask 
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me how; I haven’t a clue how that works.  But I’ve read that it does.  So if that is the case, it 

is conceivable that we might in time become more comfortable sharing our faith with others.  

In fact, this is something that we’re going to be working on in the near future.   

 

And it’s important because when we become able to share the good news of Jesus with 

someone else the work of Satan is overcome.  Because, remember, it is Satan’s goal to 

turn people away from God and to keep them separated from the salvation that only God 

can give.  It’s exactly what is going on all over the world today in all kinds of situations.  Our 

battle with ISIS is a battle with Satan.  Our battle with drugs and opioids is a battle with 

Satan.  The list is endless. And we are not winning the battle because we are only fighting 

with the world’s weapons.  Now, indeed, it is imperative that the church come alongside 

those who are seeking to alleviate the evils among us using human support and provision.  

However, in addition to our society using whatever military or social means may be 

available in any situation, the church must also rise up in prayer and in witness to confront 

the evils that are overwhelming us.  For Satan is still attempting to advance his earthly 

kingdom and to destroy God’s awesome Creation. 

 

We are told this by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 6: “…  we are not fighting against flesh-

and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 

mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”  In the 

prayer that Jesus taught us we pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.”  These are not just idle words.  When we pray them we are asking that God’s 

Kingdom would be made manifest here among us.  It has arrived; make no mistake about 
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that.  Jesus brought God’s Kingdom to earth.  However, for it to come to fruition in our 

midst we must make the decision to become an active part of that Kingdom and to be 

obedient to God’s Will for our life. 

 

Finally, Stedman says that the third step in this passage is telling us that we must put 

everything we are and have on the altar of Jesus Christ.  As I see it, in the days to come we 

are going to have to be willing to do whatever it takes to stand against the forces of evil that 

are threatening to overcome our nation.  We all must begin immediately to pay attention to 

what is going on in the battle for religious freedom here in America.  Ten years ago – 

perhaps even only five – it would have been unthinkable for us to be overly concerned 

about the loss of our religious freedom.  After all, it is the foundational principle of our 

nation.  It’s why the Pilgrims and Puritans came here in the first place.  And then, of course, 

the Puritans turned around and persecuted other Christians.  And I would assume that that 

was the work of Satan attempting to prevent this nation that was ordained by God from 

being formed.   

 

If the Church had come together in the 1960’s to stand against the removal of prayer from 

our schools we would perhaps be looking at a very different cultural landscape today.  For I 

believe, as do many others, that the incredible decline of our national principles and the 

destruction of our godly foundation began when that was allowed.  And the Church has 

allowed other dreadful things to happen as well, without taking a united stand.  And the 

reason that the Church has been unable to take a united stand is because the enemy has 

caused such division and confusion among the people of God that the Church is but a 
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shadow of what God ordained her to be: a counter-cultural Kingdom of God making 

massive inroads in a heathen culture. 

 

We must be willing to do what it takes and give what we are asked to give to become a 

powerful force in the Kingdom of God.  I would point out here that all the people who have 

been tortured unspeakably and martyred at the hands of ISIS and other terrorist 

organizations put themselves on the altar of Jesus Christ when they refused to renounce 

Jesus and to convert to Islam in order to save their lives. They gave up everything for 

Jesus and in so doing they overcame Satan, even though they died in the process.  But 

there are many other ways for us to put ourselves on the altar of Christ.  We do so when 

we completely submit our lives to Jesus and follow where we perceive He is leading us. 

 

Satan will do anything and everything to keep us from becoming the individual person and 

the gathered body of Christ that Jesus wants us to be.  He will make us suspicious of 

others who worship or think differently than we do.  He will tell us that we simply do not 

have enough time to read our Bibles or to pray.  He will distract us from making the phone 

call or the visit to someone who is sick or lonely.  He will tell us that we really need our 

sleep on Sunday morning.  He will tell us that it’s just too much trouble to work on a 

relationship with God and that if we’re assured of our salvation then we’re fine; that that’s 

all that’s required of us.  But Jesus himself said of Satan, “When he lies, he speaks his 

native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

 

The final verse of our scripture reading from Revelation 12 makes it clear that we are living  
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in a war zone: “Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war 

against the rest of her offspring – those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the 

testimony of Jesus.”  Another translation reads, “those….who confess their belief in Jesus.”  

It’s scary stuff, and we really don’t want to think about it.  We don’t want to deal with it.  It’s 

much more comforting to hear that God is love and that He will never leave or forsake us.  

But this understanding of a collision of kingdoms does not in any way negate the comforting 

and sustaining promises of God.  In fact, this understanding should magnify them.  We 

should not allow this understanding to frighten us; rather we should use it as a means of 

comprehending what is going on all around us in the world.  It should help us to understand  

why evil is so prevalent and why the Jihadists are able to do the terrible things that they do.  

They have been deceived.  Those who insist that we all be politically correct at all costs 

have been deceived.  Those who insist that prayer has no place in the marketplace have 

been deceived.  Those who think that the next drink or the next fix will make them feel 

better have been deceived.  And any person who carries out any harmful act is being used 

by Satan to bring destruction upon God’s people and His Creation. 

 

Therefore, we must guard against being deceived.  We must be alert and we must prepare 

ourselves to step into the arena and slay the dragon.  And we do that by making the 

decision to live in the Kingdom of God and to do whatever we are able to do to advance 

that Kingdom and its principles wherever we may find ourselves, even if it’s only in our own 

home.  And when we do that we overcome the Enemy and the Kingdom of God is 

advanced. 
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Let Us Pray: Most gracious and awesome heavenly Father, it is not easy for us to think of 

our lives in terms of a spiritual battle.  But You know our fears and You know our 

weakness.  Help us, we pray, to understand these spiritual things in such a way that they 

become a means for us to take our rightful place in Your Kingdom and to be a means of 

advancing that Kingdom in the places where we live, work, play, and pray.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


