
GARDENING WITH GOD 

Scripture Readings: Genesis 2:1-17; Rev. 21:1-4; 22:1-6 

 

 

In a former life gardening was my profession and my passion.  I had a greenhouse and I 

grew herbs and other plants to sell.  With a goodly supply of many varieties of plants I also 

had a number of gardens – about 10 in all.  And a huge amount of my time was spent in my 

gardens: amending the soil, planting new things, weeding and cultivating.  It was somewhat 

like painting a picture on a grand scale.  I had to consider color combinations, blooming 

times, height and hardiness.  And I had to keep the weeds and pests under control.  It was, 

literally, a full time job.  Well, obviously, my life has long since headed in another direction, 

but I still have my gardens.  The problem is, I no longer have the same amount of time and 

energy to give to them; I no longer have an unlimited supply of new plants to add to them 

and I have lost many plants over the years.  But not only that, many of the hardier and 

more invasive plants have gotten completely out of control and taken over whole sections 

of my gardens.  It’s been this way for a long time and I’ve accepted it and I do my best to 

maintain it so it doesn’t look too bad.  I call it God’s garden. 

 

However, this spring I’m experiencing something that I don’t believe I ever have before.  

Because of the extreme mildness of the past winter, creeping things like ground ivy, mint 

and myrtle, while only slightly in evidence last year, have completely taken over one of my 

main gardens.  I’ve never seen anything quite like it.  Not only that, because the garden has 

become so overgrown many of the other plants are not thriving.  After trying to deal with it 
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one morning this past week I said to God, “This garden used to be so beautiful, and now it’s 

just a mess!”  And then I pondered, “But of course, God, You know all about that.” 

 

And thus we have this sermon.  Because, indeed, God did create this earth as an incredibly 

beautiful garden; a paradise; and most certainly, it is now just a mess!  It was God’s original 

intent that the whole world would be an extension of the Garden of Eden.  I heard a 

wonderful presentation on this subject a couple of years ago given by Dr. Gregory Beale, 

Professor of New Testament and Biblical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary.  I 

will not get into the depth of his presentation today except to share that it is his view that 

the Garden of Eden was the first sanctuary, the first tabernacle, the first Temple.  It was the 

unique place of God’s presence.  And it was God’s intent that his garden and His Presence 

would spread over all the earth.  Indeed, Genesis 1:27 and following tells us, “So God 

created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them.  God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 

the earth and subdue it.’” 

 

Dr. Beale offered the observation that Adam was the first priest in God’s sanctuary; 

however, he failed to guard the garden.  Adam failed to do his part to preserve the integrity 

of God’s Creation when he turned away from God to partake of the one fruit that had been 

forbidden.  Adam and Eve made it possible for God’s enemy, Satan, to insert himself into 

God’s plan for Creation, and death and destruction entered the scene.  Since then the 

whole history of mankind has been the story of God’s bringing about the redemption and 

restoration of His Creation.  
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He created the nation of Israel to be the means of showing the world Who He is.  He called 

the Jews to be His people so that He could show Himself to the gentiles and pagans.  He 

gave them laws and commands so that they could learn to live righteous, God-fearing lives; 

and He tabernacled with them: that is, He came to live among them in a tent that was 

erected according to His specifications.  But the Jews weren’t much better at obeying God 

than were Adam and Eve and they too ended up in all kinds of trouble.  But the Bible tells 

us that in the fullness of time God sent His Son, Jesus, to dwell among His people to show 

them who God is; to show them how to live and how to be reconciled to God. 

 

We know that when we believe in Jesus; when we confess our sins and ask for His 

forgiveness, we are indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit and we enter into God’s Kingdom.  And 

God’s Kingdom is His garden.  Scripture tells us how God’s plan for Creation was 

sidetracked; however, it has not, nor ever will be, destroyed.  The Prophet Isaiah 

proclaimed, “…for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 

sea.”  It is God’s promise that His plan will be fulfilled; and that promise is further set forth in 

our scripture from Revelation where we are shown a picture of God’s finished plan: the new 

heaven and the new earth.  “The Message” translation puts it this way: “I saw Heaven and 

earth new-created.  Gone the first Heaven, gone the first earth, gone the sea.  I saw Holy 

Jerusalem, new-created, descending resplendent out of Heaven, as ready for God as a 

bride for her husband.  I heard a voice thunder from the Throne: ‘Look! Look! God has 

moved into the neighborhood, making his home with men and women!  They’re his people, 

he’s their God.  He’ll wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death is gone for good – tears gone, 

crying gone, pain gone – all the first order of things gone.’” 
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And in our second reading from Revelation we see the New Jerusalem set forth as a 

garden, with the river of the water of life, flowing from the throne of God right down the 

middle of the street.  And on either side of the river grows the Tree of Life, bearing twelve 

crops of fruit for a monthly harvest.  And the leaves of this tree are for the healing of the 

nations.  This is all symbolic of restoration and abundant life. 

 

But that is all in the future for a time that only God knows.  At this point in time mankind has 

been kicked out of the Garden of Eden and has yet to gain access to the new earth.   So 

what are we to do in the meantime?  We do what God has prepared for us to do.  We move 

forward with Him in the spiritual kingdom that He has given to us through His Son.  We 

move forward with God to extend the growth of His garden where He has planted us.  As 

we talked about last week, with the coming of God’s Holy Spirit those of us who belong to 

Jesus are filled with the power of God to do those things that God is asking of us.  Jesus 

said, “You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by 

men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

 

We are to be salt and light in the kingdom.  And as God’s kingdom grows it brings forth an  

expansion of His Garden of Eden throughout the whole earth.  We are called to be co-

gardeners with God.  And, you know, this is not something that will necessarily take us into 
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a different way of life or even out of our comfort zone.  Gardening with God means, to 

quote an old saying, that we will “bloom where we are planted.”  Which shows how we are 

not only gardening with God; at the same time we are a part of His garden.  I came across 

a whimsical plan about planting gardens; one which, I think, may help us to understand 

what it is that God is requiring of us in our daily lives and what it is that will give us the 

ability to be a part of and to grow God’s eternal garden.  I’ll read it through and then we’ll 

thresh it out a little. The source is anonymous. 

 

“First, you come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses.  Then, for the 

garden of your daily living plant three rows of peas: peace of mind, peace of heart, peace of 

soul.  Then you plant four rows of squash: squash gossip, squash indifference, squash 

grumbling, and squash selfishness.  Then you want to plant four rows of lettuce: lettuce be 

faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be patient, lettuce really love one another.  And no garden is 

complete without turnips: turnip for meetings, turnip for service, turnip to help one another.  

And to complete our garden we must have thyme: thyme for each other, thyme for family, 

thyme for friends.  Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  There will be much 

fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.” 

 

As I said, it’s a whimsical picture.  However, there is a great deal of truth and wisdom 

contained within it.  For when we cultivate the garden of our lives with the view of being  

gardeners with God we will be led to focus on and prioritize the important things in our 

lives.  First of all, let’s recall the words Jesus spoke to his disciples just prior to his arrest in 

the Garden of Gethsemane – another garden!  (Are we getting the picture that God loves 
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gardens?)  Jesus told them, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to 

you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  When we 

walk with Jesus we are always in the position of being able to receive that inner peace that 

only He can give.  And when we are able to cultivate peace of heart, mind and soul, we will 

be able to live lives that will further God’s kingdom and bring glory to Him.  Worry and 

stress wear us down and steal our joy.  The peace of God helps us to endure through any 

trial, trusting that He will remain faithful to His word that He will never let us go.  And when 

we have the peace of God in our hearts we will be able to more easily cultivate the other 

“vegetables” in our garden. 

 

We will have the ability to squash gossip, indifference, grumbling and selfishness.  These 

four attributes alone can bring us down and keep us from being effective followers of Jesus.  

Selfishness, of course, is the main culprit that leads to so many of our besetting sins.  For 

when we look at the world through our own needs and desires, rather than seeing the 

needs of others through the eyes of Jesus, we will always end up creating difficulty and 

confusion wherever we go.  And focusing on the self is a sure path to misery.  Selfishness 

leads to gossip, indifference, and grumbling.  When things are not going our way we 

grumble.   And we are especially prone to grumble about things we have no power to 

change – like the weather.  Actually, I think that complaining about the weather is a national 

pastime.  Sometimes we aren’t even aware that we’re doing it – it’s automatic.  But God 

has very clearly told us not to complain and grumble.  It’s most displeasing to Him.  In 1 

Thessalonians 5:18 we are told, “Give thanks in every circumstance, for this is God's will for 

you in Christ Jesus.”  When we have a thankful heart God is glorified in our lives. 
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Cultivating indifference is lethal because it opens up opportunities for difficult and  

unwanted things to enter into and overtake our lives.  When we give in to indifference our 

personal garden becomes a tangle of weeds.  And, of course, gossip is a purveyor of 

poison.  When we allow ourselves to enter into judgment and criticism of other people we 

are sowing seeds of potential devastation in their lives and we are sowing seeds of mean-

spiritedness in our own.  We especially have to be careful that we don’t spread gossip 

under the guise of asking for prayer for someone.  It’s a fine line, but we need to be aware. 

 

Therefore, we’re going to squash selfishness, grumbling, indifference and gossip so that 

our crop of lettuce will thrive.  And it will thrive when we make the decision and the effort to 

put behind us our less exemplary behaviors in order that we might cultivate faithfulness, 

kindness, patience, and love for one another.  So “lettuce” indeed be faithful, kind and 

patient, showing great love for one another.  For, as I recently shared, scripture tells us that 

“love covers a multitude of sins. 

 

And our cultivation of godly attributes will result in a healthy crop of turnips.  When we  

allow ourselves to be molded by God into the likeness of His Son we will become more 

aware of the responsibility we have toward one another.  We will become more amenable 

to giving up time we might have spent on ourselves in order to come alongside others for 

the work of the Kingdom.  We will “turnip” for meetings; we will “turnip” for service; and we 

will “turnip” to help one another. 

 

Of course, all of this godly garden cultivation will make inroads into our time.  Therefore,  
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 as well as the vegetables we have planted, we will need to make sure that we include 

some herbs; particularly the herb of thyme.  In fact, thyme is the icing on the cake.  For, all 

of our cultivation will have been for naught if we don’t make “thyme” for each other, for our 

family, and for our friends. 

 

We’ve had some fun with our gardening portrayal; but the fact is, the cultivation of our 

garden is serious stuff.  We are co-creators with Jesus; in that He desires to live His life 

through us and if we don’t co-operate; if we don’t plant the right things in our garden; if we 

let our garden become overgrown with briars and weeds, then He can’t carry out His plan 

to extend His garden over the entire earth: one small plot at a time.  But when we do our 

part to cultivate our garden well, to keep it weed free, then God’s great earthly garden is 

advanced and He is glorified. 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious God, for Your amazing and innovative plan of redemption we give 

You grateful thanks.  Help us, we pray, to become willing and fruitful laborers in Your 

garden that the knowledge of You might begin to fill the whole earth, as the waters cover 

the sea.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


