
LIGHT THE FIRE 

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

 

 

Today we are celebrating Pentecost.  It’s a very important day for us Christians, ranking 

right up there with Christmas and Easter.  And that is because Pentecost is the occasion 

when the Holy Spirit was given to the followers of Jesus, and God’s church was born.  We’ll 

talk for a bit about what happened at that first Pentecost.  But before we do that I want to 

give you some background for the occasion.  Pentecost was a Jewish festival, celebrated 

50 days after Passover.  God had ordained several yearly festivals for the Jewish people as 

a means for them to honor Him and to recognize His presence in their lives and in the life of 

their nation.  Pentecost is actually the Greek name for the festival.  The Jews called it the 

Feast of the Harvest, or the Feast of Weeks.  And they were commanded by God to 

celebrate it by bringing before Him the first of their early wheat harvest. 

 

According to Jewish law all adult Jewish males were required to make the journey to 

Jerusalem in order to attend the celebration.  This explains the presence of people from so 

many nations, speaking so many different languages.  Thousands of pilgrims thronged the 

streets.  And even though attendance was required, Pentecost was not a solemn occasion.  

It was a harvest festival, somewhat akin to the original intent of our Thanksgiving; only it 

was held in the spring. And unlike our modern holidays when everything remains open, in 

Jerusalem, everything was closed down and no one was to do any work.  It was a joyous 

and very festive occasion; a celebration that was an acknowledgment of the goodness and 
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the provision of God.  And God had ordained, through Moses, that the High Priest was to 

take two loaves of bread, freshly baked with new harvest grain, and offer them before the 

Lord. 

 

That is the background; that is what was going on.  Now, Jesus had told his followers, prior 

to his ascension, to stay in the city until they received the gift that the Father had for them; 

and that gift was the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  So they had not ceased meeting together 

for meals and for prayer and they were together for the Feast of Pentecost, or the Feast of 

the Harvest.  They apparently had no idea that that their lives were about to drastically 

change, because our scripture tells us, in The Message translation, “Without warning there 

was a sound like a strong wind, gale force – no one could tell where it came from.  It filled 

the whole building.  Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and 

they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.”  

Now, because there were so many God – fearing people from different nations in 

Jerusalem at that time, those people were able to hear God talking to them in their own 

language, even though the people speaking were simple Galileans. 

 

The presence of God was so powerful that those in attendance heard a mighty rushing 

wind and perceived that tongues of fire were dancing about the people’s heads.  It must 

have been quite something!  How would you handle that if it happened to you?  What would 

you think?  Now we know that the actual happening of Pentecost, the initial arrival of God’s 

Holy Spirit for God’s people, will never be repeated.  However, each one of us who 

chooses to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and accepts Him into our hearts, giving our 
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lives to Him, receives the same gift, even though there are no flames of fire dancing around 

our heads.  And even today some people actually experience a very powerful anointing of 

the Holy Spirit, but for many of us it is a more quiet manifestation, one which we might miss 

if we are not aware.  It is crucial that we come to understand that when we accept Jesus 

into our hearts the power of God comes to reside within us in the Person of His Holy Spirit.  

And it’s crucial because the ramifications of this are enormous.  For our understanding of 

the presence of the Spirit within us will ultimately change the way that we think about and 

live our lives. 

 

There are several biblical symbols for the Holy Spirit: wind, fire, a dove, and anointing oil.  

For today I have chosen to focus on the symbol of fire.  Pastor Jim Cymbala, in his book 

“Spirit Rising” has this to say about the fire of the Holy Spirit: “Fire is one of my favorite 

symbols for the Holy Spirit.  It is used to represent the power and presence of God.  When 

John the Baptist came on the scene before Jesus appeared, he said, ‘I baptize you with 

water.  But one who is more powerful than I will come… He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.’  Jesus never baptized anyone with water.  Why?  Because the baptism he 

would administer was the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire….Jesus baptizes in the 

consuming fire of the Holy Spirit.”  So, when we have received Jesus into our hearts, we 

have the fire of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  But do we actually feel as if we do?  Are 

we on fire for God?  What’s going on?  Let’s begin with a simple analogy. 

 

Have you ever tried to light a fire, either in a fireplace or a wood burning stove?  If you  

have, you know that you begin with a layer of extremely flammable material, such as  
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newspaper, you add some light kindling, then some heavier pieces, and finally, when you 

have your fire going nicely, you add some logs.  However, you have to be careful while 

adding the logs that you don’t smother the fire that you have started.  You need to make 

sure that the air flow to the fire is not cut off.  And believe it or not, this analogy can be 

applied to our spiritual life.   

 

God’s Holy Spirit resides within the followers of Jesus; however, we need to be careful that 

we don’t quench the fire of the Spirit.  That is why prayer and meditation, the reading of 

scripture, Bible study, worship, and our gathering together in fellowship, are so important.  

In order for the Holy Spirit to do His work of transforming our lives into the likeness of 

Jesus; in order for Him to be able to guide us and to give us the wisdom we need; in order 

for Him to be able to bring healing into our lives; in order for Him to set us on fire for God; 

we need to give Him “breathing room”, so to speak. 

 

J. Jeffrey Smead, an Anglican clergyman, stated, “It seems to me that the average 

Christian and the average church is bogged down somewhere between Calvary and 

Pentecost.  They have been to Calvary for pardon, but they have not been to Pentecost for 

power.”  The Holy Spirit is the Power of God given to human beings.  It gives us the power 

to not only be effective witnesses for Christ, but to serve others with His love.  It gives us 

the power to change the world. 

 

Nineteenth century evangelist, Dwight L. Moody, once stated, “You might as well try to  

hear without ears or breathe without lungs as to try to live a Christian life without the Spirit  
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of God in your heart.”  When we try to live our lives without depending upon the power of 

the Holy Spirit, we become easily exhausted, defeated, and depleted.  It is simply not 

possible to effectively live in the Kingdom of God without relying constantly on Holy Spirit 

power.  Indeed, we are now seeing the result of God’s church trying to exist in the world 

without relying on the power of the Holy Spirit.  For, in many, many instances the Church is 

ineffectively attempting to engage the culture with what could be called “powerless 

Christianity.”   

 

Powerless Christianity tries to do everything in its own strength and understanding.  

Powerless Christianity stands by wringing its hands while the world literally goes to hell in a 

hand basket.  It is what is happening in our nation today.  We bemoan all that is going on 

that is eroding our treasured values and principles; we bemoan the fact that Sunday 

morning sports keep our children from Sunday School.  Yet what are we doing about it?  

What are we doing to stand up to the erosion of our freedoms and the moral decline of our 

nation?  What are we doing to address the corruption and the disintegration of integrity in 

our government?  Are we even paying attention to the fact that our religious liberties are 

rapidly being eroded?   

 

You know, our Constitution doesn’t just give us freedom to worship in our churches.  It 

guarantees us the freedom to practice our religious beliefs in society, as long as we do not 

prevent others from exercising their rights.  How is the Church standing up to the 

infringements upon her rights?  What is the Church doing to stand for God in the 

marketplace?  Where is the Holy Spirit power that turns the world upside down and draws 
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people to Jesus?  Where is the power that raised Jesus from the dead and transformed a 

rag-tag group of his followers into a force that totally changed the world?  It hasn’t 

disappeared.  However, it is not being sought after and accessed. 

 

I’d like to share with you an illustration of the power that was given to us at Pentecost: 

“Power can be used in at least two ways: it can be unleashed, or it can be harnessed. The 

energy in ten gallons of gasoline, for instance, can be released explosively by dropping a 

lighted match into the can. Or it can be channeled through the engine of a [car] in a 

controlled burn and used to transport a person 350 miles. Explosions are spectacular, but 

controlled burns have lasting effect, staying power. The Holy Spirit works both ways. At 

Pentecost, He exploded on the scene; His presence was like "tongues of fire" (Acts 2:3). 

Thousands were affected by one burst of God's power. But He also works through the 

church--the institution God began to tap the Holy Spirit's power for the long haul. Through 

worship, fellowship, and service, Christians are provided with staying power.” 

 

And we can see from this illustration that Holy Spirit Power is not intended just for the 

church but for each individual believer as well.  It is simply not possible for us to overcome 

some of the most difficult circumstances in our lives without calling on the power of God.  

This past week I attended the “If Only” movie and program at Brookville Church.  The 

movie highlights the rapidly expanding epidemic of opioid addiction and catalogs the 

heartbreaking deaths of vibrant young people who have fallen prey to drug dependency.  

The purpose of the evening’s program was to bring awareness to the community and to 

make available resources that can help families that are dealing with the problem.  James 
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Wahlberg, the author and producer of the film, spoke about the problem of addiction.  As a 

recovering addict He powerfully testified to the necessity of relying upon God to gain the 

deliverance needed to break any addiction and to remain clean in the years to come.  In 

and of ourselves we simply do not have what it takes to break powerful addictions, 

dependencies, or spiritual strongholds in our lives. 

 

You do not have to be a “religious” person to receive the power of the Holy Spirit.  This  

is not about religion, per se.  What it is about is a personal relationship with God and the 

desire to begin to live our lives His way.  What is desperately needed in these times is a 

realization that, bottom line, we need God.  You know, in recent years when things seemed 

to be moving along in a fairly peaceful way, it was easy to live under the illusion that we are 

the masters of our fate and that we should be able, in and of ourselves, to manage and 

direct our lives in a fairly reasonable manner.  However, at this point in time, our world has 

become unrecognizable, particularly from that of our childhood.  It has become an 

extremely dangerous place.  Indeed, it has always been a dangerous place in many 

cultures; however, here in America we have long lived under the illusion that we were safe 

and secure from all outside harm; that we could be in control of our own destiny. 

 

This is no longer the case.  For, unless you have been living under a rock you are well 

aware of how out of control our world and our culture has become.  And you are also well 

aware that there doesn’t seem to be a lot that we can do about it.  However, a quotation I 

read has this to say: “We are not going to move this world by criticism of it nor conformity to 

it, but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God.” You may not think 
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that you have much influence on the world; but indeed, you do.  As a Sunday School song 

begins: “It only takes a spark to get a fire going.”  Every movement in the history of 

mankind has begun with one person deciding to make a difference.  Unfortunately, very 

often the difference being made is not beneficial to individuals or to society.  We are 

currently suffering the debilitating consequences of many such movements here in this 

country; movements that spit in the face of God; indeed, that deny the very existence of 

God.  How then are we to respond? 

 

How, then, knowing that the power of God resides within us, will we live our lives so that we 

can make a difference; so that we can begin to counteract all those things that are rapidly 

destroying our values?  How shall we rekindle the fire of God’s Holy Spirit within us?  We 

will pray and we will ask God to light the fire within us; and we will ask Him to bring His Holy 

Spirit powerfully into the midst of this congregation and into His church universal; that we 

might all go forth into our homes, our workplaces, and our ministries with the fire of God in 

our hearts.  James 4:2 tells us, “You have not because you ask not.”  Therefore, let us 

resolve to seek what we know we need and to go forward asking God to light the fire of His 

Holy Spirit within us. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious God, what an amazing, incredible plan You have for Your children.  

We are incapable of really understanding how Your Holy Spirit can live in us.  However, we 

trust Your Word that tells us that this is so.  Help us to not only come to a deeper 

understanding of this mystery, but to fan the flame that resides within us so that we might 

become a great source of power and blessing for Your kingdom.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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