
WHY THE BLOOD OF JESUS? 

Scripture Readings: Leviticus 17:10-12; Hebrews 9:11-14 

 

 

Many years ago a friend of mine and I visited an Episcopalian priest to learn more about 

inner healing prayer.  The woman’s name was Pat Smith and she lived in Rhode Island.  

During our time of prayer and discussion the woman invoked the blood of Jesus several 

times.  This was something new to me and my friend and on our ride home we discussed it; 

concluding that the mention of blood seemed rather gruesome and made us uncomfortable.  

I had to undergo some scriptural study before I was able to embrace the spiritual 

understanding of the blood of Jesus.  Then, a few days ago I was speaking with a 

colleague and he told me that he was once fired for preaching about the blood of Jesus.  I 

said, “Excuse me?  What are you talking about?”  He went on to explain that when he was 

in seminary he was hired to preach to a congregation during Lent while they waited for the 

coming of their new interim pastor.  As already mentioned, he preached on the blood of 

Jesus; after which he was taken aside by the Chair of the Deacons and excused from filling 

the pulpit during the remaining Sundays of Lent because the congregation had real 

problems with hearing about the blood of Jesus. 

 

Having felt quite uncomfortable myself at one time I can certainly understand how the 

subject could make us squirm.  But I thought, since we’ve been talking around it for the 

past few weeks and have been singing those rousing hymns about the power in the blood, 

that perhaps we should delve into the subject a bit deeper.  We know that the blood that 
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Jesus shed on the cross saves us from our sins and gives us access to eternal life.  But do 

we know why or how?  Do we know why this had to be? 

 

In order for us to understand why Jesus had to shed his blood for us it is necessary for us 

to go back and visit the ancient sacrificial system as revealed in the Old Testament.  So we 

need to delve into the book of Leviticus which is a manual of regulations given by God to 

the Jewish people so that they would be able to live and act in a manner acceptable to God 

who was establishing His earthly throne among His people.  Its emphasis is on holiness. 

For it was God’s desire for the Israelites to be set apart exclusively for Him and so, through 

Moses, He gave them rules and regulations for holy living.  The rules covered everything 

from burnt offerings to grain, sin and fellowship offerings; to the ordination of priests, clean 

and unclean food, purification after childbirth, regulations about infectious skin diseases 

and mildew, etc.  Then God spoke to them about the Day of Atonement and the sanctity of 

blood.   

 

God set aside a day of Atonement to be celebrated once a year for the purpose of  

purifying the people from their sins.  In order for people to worship a holy God we must 

remove any obstacle that stands in the way.  We’ve talked about this and why it is 

necessary for us to deal with our sins and with those things that put up walls between us 

and God.  Atonement is the process by which any sin or uncleanness that may inhibit 

proper worship is removed from the worshiper.  In ancient times the animals with no 

defects that were presented as a sacrificial offering represented the life of the worshiper 
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and were given in his place.  God in His mercy permitted the sacrifice of an animal to be 

allowed in exchange for the life of the sinner.  The blood, representing the life of the animal  

was presented as a substitute for the life of the worshiper. 

 

Now the blood is a big deal because, as we have heard, God declared, in Leviticus 17:11, 

“…the life of the body is in its blood.”  It’s another example of the scriptures declaring 

scientific facts long before they were discovered by mankind.  And we’ll go deeper into this 

a bit later. The scripture continues, “And I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”  The NLT 

translation of this passage reads, “I have given you the blood on the altar to purify you, 

making you right with the Lord.  It is the blood, given in exchange for a life that makes 

purification possible.”  In order to present a cleansing sacrifice to God for the sins of the 

people God instructed them to bring an animal offering to Him that would be slain on the 

altar; and the blood from that sacrifice was then splattered against the altar, signifying the 

cleansing of sin.  We can see from this, and from the other verses in this scripture passage 

from Leviticus warning the people not to ingest blood, that in God’s eyes blood was 

considered sacred. That is why the Israelites were told to not ingest blood of any kind.   

 

Now, among other things Jesus came to replace the old sacrificial system.  And, indeed, 

since the destruction of the Temple by Rome in AD 70 there have been no ceremonial 

sacrifices in Judaism because there has been no Temple.  (That is why the existence of a 

mosque on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem is such an anathema to the Jews.  As long as 

the mosque remains they cannot rebuild the Temple.)  So there is now no sacrifice.  But in 
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Jesus’ time the Jews slaughtered a sacrificial lamb to celebrate Passover.  Jesus died on 

Passover – Jesus is our sacrificial lamb.  For, as John the Baptist declared, “Behold the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 

 

Now, if you will recall, the Passover is called the Passover because on the night that God 

sent His final plague on Egypt, killing the first born of every household and of every animal, 

He granted immunity to the Jews by instructing them to slaughter a lamb and to spread its 

blood over the doorposts and the lintel of their homes.  So when the angel of death arrived 

in Egypt it “passed over” the households where there was a covering of blood on the 

doorway.  And that is exactly what the blood was: a covering; a source of protection; a 

covering of life in the face of death. 

 

Under the old system God demanded the sacrifice of an animal without blemish to cover 

the sins of the people.  But Jesus offered his unblemished self.  He offered his own blood to 

cover our sins; to give us spiritual life rather than allowing us to remain in spiritual death.  

Remember, we talked last week about God being a just God and payment being needed 

for all the wrong and evil in the world.  Now it’s important for us to understand that God 

didn’t “make” Jesus die for us.  God is not a cosmic monster.  His death was necessary to 

atone for our sins; however, Jesus voluntarily and willingly, albeit painfully, paid the 

sacrificial price for His people.  And his sacrifice was a more perfect sacrifice than the 

sacrifice of goats and lambs because, as we are told in Hebrews, it was once for all; 

whereas under the old system the sacrifice needed to be repeated once a year.  And 

Jesus’ sacrifice was not made in a Tabernacle created by human hands; but rather it was 
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carried out in the heavenly sanctuary of God’s presence.  The author of Hebrews also tells 

us that while the blood of animals could cleanse people’s bodies from being ceremonially 

unclean; the blood  

of Jesus can cleanse our consciences from all the sinful deeds that we have committed. 

 

As I wrestled with a way to communicate all this to you I came across an article on the web.  

I’d like to share rather extensive portions of it with you because I feel the author, Kyle 

Winkler, has given a teaching that brings great clarity to the subject.  The article is entitled, 

“Why is God So Obsessed with Blood?” and it starts off by saying, “Like it or not, the Bible 

is a bloody book. From beginning to end it revels in blood. Within just the first few chapters 

of Genesis, a blood sacrifice is implied as God used animals’ skins to cover the nakedness 

of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21). In the deliverance of the Hebrew people from the grip of 

Egypt, God instructed them to make a blood sacrifice from a spotless lamb and then coat 

their doorposts with this blood (Exodus 12:13). Then shortly thereafter, God instituted a law 

requiring a yearly sacrifice of untainted goats and lambs. The blood from this act was of 

utmost importance. It needed to be sprinkled around the altar by a high priest in order that 

Israel could maintain relationship with God.  The New Testament reveals that these bloody 

sacrifices were the prefigurement of Jesus Christ, who came to the earth as a spotless 

lamb and endured horrific mutilation on the cross as the final, once-for-all sacrifice for the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

 

We’ve actually covered some of that information already today.  But then the author states,  

http://bib.ly/Ge3.21
http://bib.ly/Ex12.13
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“Make no mistake: God is obsessed with blood. You must understand, to God, blood isn’t 

gore. Sin is what has made it gory. When you hear of a murder, often you picture a tragic 

blood slaughter. Where there’s a car accident, there’s almost always great bloodshed. And 

so we view blood as the most disgusting representation of everything that’s wrong with the 

world. None of these are God’s original design, but the results of sin; [and] the devil loves 

to perpetuate this image. Through things such as movies and media, he keeps gore front 

and center so that we’re repulsed by blood, and thus, turned off to a God who he portrays 

as cruel and bloodthirsty.” 

 

He continues, “Indeed, sin is what perverted blood and equated it with death. God, 

however, created blood to represent life. This is what Scripture affirms: “For the life of the 

flesh is in the blood” (Leviticus 17:11, NRSV). God is so obsessed with blood because He’s 

so obsessed with life.  More than anything else in the body, blood is essential to life. It’s 

what carries the fuel and oxygen to the billions of cells in our bodies. Blood supplies the 

brain and the heart with the necessary nourishment to function. It also carries carbon 

dioxide and other waste materials to the digestive system, where they are then removed 

from the body. Without blood we couldn’t keep warm or cool, fight infections, or get rid of 

our own waste products. Additionally, our very identity—our DNA—is located in our blood.  

(and I would add: in all our cells as well). We must understand this: God is so obsessed 

with blood because He’s so obsessed with life… Equating blood with life will change the 

way you read the Bible, and thus, how you think about God…. The blood on the doorposts 

of the Hebrew people at Passover was the protection of life. The yearly sacrifice God 

instituted for Israel was intended to restore them with life.” 

http://bib.ly/Le17.11
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Now, isn’t that beautiful?  We just need to remember that “The life is in the blood” and we 

will be able to more clearly understand why the blood of Jesus can cleanse us from our 

sins and allow us into the presence of a Holy God.  I’d like to share one more thing from 

that article:  “Like Adam and Eve and Israel, we too are offered a covering of blood. But not 

anymore through participating in a yearly sacrificial ritual. Rather, we are given the blood of 

Jesus, which was shed so lavishly at Calvary, once and for all. The DNA of Jesus is offered 

to us in order to completely cover our old lives with His new, spotless life. It’s incredible! 

The application of Jesus’ life completely dissolves our guilt and shame, protects us from the 

enemy and allows us to enjoy daily relationship with our Creator—forever.”   

 

When Jesus shared his final meal with his disciples on the night before his death, he  

took up his cup of wine, handed it to his disciples and said, “Each of you drink from it, for 

this is my blood which confirms the covenant between God and his people.  It is poured out 

as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.”  In the same way that the blood of the slain 

lambs covered the households of the Israelites when the Angel of Death passed over 

Egypt, the blood of Jesus is a spiritual covering for us.   

 

In Communion we remember and acknowledge that Jesus has given us His blood to 

cleanse us of our sins and to grant us eternal life; and we receive once again His covenant 

with us.  And it is a new Covenant because Jesus is promising that because of the 

shedding of his blood He is the once for all sacrifice for our sins.  He is covenanting with us 

to present us before God as holy and unblemished.  Even though we still struggle with all 

kinds of issues in our lives Jesus presents each one of us to the Father as sinless and 
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saved.  Jesus’ blood was shed so that we might become spiritually alive.  The blood of 

Jesus covers our sins and redeems our lives; even as the blood of Jesus grants us new life 

in Him now, along with the ability to be delivered and healed from those things that are 

oppressing us or holding us in bondage.  Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sins of the world.  Praise be to God! 

 

Let Us Pray: Most Gracious and Merciful Father, we do not deserve the grace and mercy 

that You have shown us in allowing Your Son to become the eternal sacrifice for our sins.  

But we give You grateful thanks.  May we be ever mindful of the costliness of His sacrifice 

and of the eternal life that He has given us through His blood.  May we be responsive to 

this knowledge and may we grow in grace and understanding through Your Holy Spirit.  In 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


