
LESSONS FROM THE GARDEN: WHY THERE ARE BAD BUGS 

Genesis 3:1-19 

 

How many times have you questioned God as to the wisdom of His creation of mosquitoes, 

or ticks, or slugs and snails, or even snakes?  Why is there a pecking order and a food 

chain throughout creation?  Why is it sometimes so hard to till the soil, especially here in 

New England?  And how do some plants become so invasive?  Why is it that we can work 

so hard to plant a vegetable garden, nurturing those little plants that have just poked their 

heads out of the soil only to wake up one morning to discover that they have been food for 

something other than us?  It’s not fair!! 

 

Well, there is an answer to these hard questions.  We have only to re-acquaint ourselves 

with the scripture we have just read to understand why there is so much hardship in the 

world today.  When God created Man He placed him in a beautiful garden.  It was, literally, 

Paradise.  And, as I’ve mentioned before, God meant for all of Creation to be like this 

Paradise, this Garden.  When He created Adam and Eve in His image He gave them free 

will and turned them loose in the Garden. 

 

So here we are, back in the Garden of Eden.  And Adam and Eve have been enticed by the 

serpent to question God’s Word when He told them not to eat the fruit of the Tree that was 

growing in the middle of the garden or they would die.  According to The Message 

translation the serpent said, “’You won’t die.  God knows that the moment you eat from that 

tree, you’ll see what’s really going on.  You’ll be just like God, knowing everything, ranging 
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all the way from good to evil.’”  (Now, at that point Adam and Eve didn’t know about evil; 

they had never experienced it).  The scripture continues, “When the Woman saw that the 

tree looked like good eating and realized what she would get out of it – she’d know 

everything! – she took and ate the fruit and then gave some to her husband and he ate.  

Immediately the two of them did ‘see what’s really going on’ – saw themselves naked!  

They sewed fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves.” 

 

By their blatant act of disobedience Adam and Eve changed the entire dynamic of Creation.  

They forfeited their privileged status as caretakers of a world that was meant to be a 

Paradise – a “walk in the park”, if you will, and became instead the beginning of a human 

race that would constantly struggle to battle the elements and to eke out an existence. 

And we have to ask ourselves, why did this have to be? 

 

But how would you feel if you had put immense thought and effort into creating a beautiful 

world; if you had created inhabitants for that world who could walk and talk with you in the 

cool of the day; if you had planned ahead for their every need and had given them free 

access to every place in the garden except for the one tree that you had placed in the 

middle of the garden; if, in your wisdom you had warned them not to eat from the fruit of 

that tree because to do so would cause them to taste death and to become estranged from 

you?  And what would you do if they disobeyed your one command and ate from the fruit of 

that tree anyway?  God did what He had to do: He kicked Adam and Eve out of the Garden 

before they could eat from the tree of life and live forever in their fallen state.  Because they 

rebelled and had desired to become like God they were no longer fit to dwell in His 
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presence in Paradise and they had subjected themselves and the entire human race to the 

power of death.   

 

God was not happy, to say the least.  And when you think about it, it’s really quite amazing 

that when God cursed the serpent and the ground He didn’t curse Adam and Eve as well.  

It’s astounding, really, that His love for them was such that He didn’t just wipe humanity off 

the face of the earth and start over someplace else.  But as we know, God is a forgiving 

God.  Therefore, He immediately began to provide for their needs in their new state of 

existence by covering them with animal skins before sending them out into the world, so to 

speak.  However, just because God is a forgiving God, does not mean that there will not be 

repercussions for the transgressions of humans.  Adam and Eve lost their innocence, they 

lost their habitation in the Garden of Eden, and they lived out the rest of their lives in 

hardship and toil. 

 

It must have been something when God meted out His justice: First He cursed the serpent 

who allowed himself to be used by Satan.  You know, in my mind I had always equated the 

serpent as being Satan himself in disguise.  But that could not be the case because God 

cursed the serpent as part of all the animals He had created.  And apparently the serpent 

had been an upright creature because God proclaimed that henceforth he would crawl on 

his belly in the dust.  Not only that, there would always be antagonism between humanity 

and the serpent and he would become a symbol of the cosmic struggle between God and 

Satan.  Let’s face it: there aren’t too many people who like snakes!  And most people are 

fearful of them.  I have actually proven that you can tread air when you are about to step on  



4 
 

one.  Snakes are a reminder of how far mankind has fallen.  The serpent was cast down 

and Adam and Eve were cast out. 

 

But even at the beginning of this new world order that had come about because of Adam 

and Eve’s disobedience; even though God’s perfect Creation had been corrupted; God’s 

plan of salvation was immediately put into place.  He informed the evil one, as symbolized 

by the serpent, that He would eventually be overcome; that his present victory would not be 

forever.  “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and 

hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.”  The striking of his heel is 

understood as a reference to the suffering of Jesus and the crushing of the serpent’s head 

is a reference to the death and resurrection of Jesus, culminating in his final victory over 

Satan on the cross. 

 

But then, after all that, God turned His attention to Adam and Eve.  And it’s not a pretty 

picture.  Although this is not a curse, Eve, and all women who have followed her, have 

been condemned to painful childbirth; and an element of antagonism and sinful inclination 

was introduced into the marriage relationship which up until that point had been a 

relationship of complete and perfect harmony.  But the element of this story that affects all 

of us, every day of our lives, is the curse that God put on the ground.  What had hitherto 

worked together in harmony for man’s wellbeing would now work against him and cause 

him great hardship and anguish as he toiled endlessly to make a living.   

 

It’s a fairly gruesome scenario, is it not?  Particularly when we consider the way of life that  
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we have lost.  This foundational episode in the history of mankind makes it clear that God 

doesn’t fool around.  He didn’t curse Adam – Adam was made in His image – but the 

repercussions of Adam’s disobedience were staggering.  However, we are blessed 

because we are living on the other side of the implementation of God’s plan of redemption.  

It took a long, long time after Creation for God to fulfill His promise for the defeat of His 

enemy, Satan, through the coming of Jesus to the earth.  When Jesus died on the cross he 

became the second Adam; His obedience to the Father defeated the death sentence 

brought on by the first Adam, and He ended the estrangement that had occurred between 

God and His children.  However, as we so well know, we are still fighting the battle here on 

earth.  And that is why we have bad bugs in our garden.  Nothing works the way it was 

originally intended. 

 

The harmony between all creatures that had been intended was destroyed when Adam and 

Eve succumbed to temptation.  Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and as a result we live in a 

fallen world.  The world we live in is not the world that God created for us; for the world we 

live in has been corrupted; and even though our spiritual relationship with God has been 

restored through Jesus, the earth remains under Satan’s power.  We know that because 

God cursed the ground Adam had to toil for his food by the sweat of his brow.  It has been 

pointed out that “the cursing of the ground consisted not in the introduction of new features, 

like thistles, but in God’s providential use of the ground, which hitherto had ministered to 

man’s welfare.”  And for thousands of years, up until a very, very short time ago most of the 

families upon this earth had to toil to wrest their food from the ground as well.  In our time 

and place, here in America, people buy most of their food. (Although somebody has to 



6 
 

wrestle it from the ground) However, we still have to work very hard to earn the money to 

buy our food.  And when times are tough it’s harder to or produce find food.  There are 

droughts and famines.  It’s a toilsome thing to provide food for the table, regardless of how 

it’s acquired.  In addition, we are seeing more and more how our modern methods of 

agriculture are not only destroying the land but are gradually poisoning us as well. 

 

I would point out that the implications of God’s curse are way more than at first meet the 

eye.  For not only have our means of feeding ourselves become difficult; every other aspect 

of living has as well.  For, once Adam and Eve rebelled, the unity they had enjoyed with 

God, earth, animals and each other was shattered.  The peace and harmony into which 

they had been born was gone – or, created.  Once mankind became separated from God; 

once man began going his own way, Creation ceased to operate in the way it was originally 

intended to.  Everything got out of whack; and as the years, the centuries, the millennia 

passed, it got more and more out of whack.   Disease was introduced; and violence, and 

war.  The Isaiah 11 prophesy of the wolf lying down with the lamb, the leopard lying down 

with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together, is a promise of what the earth 

will be like once the complete restoration and redemption of God has occurred.  But until 

then we are stuck in the reality of living in a deeply-flawed, deeply broken world. 

 

Now, for much of the world this has never been news.  It has been their reality.  I just read 

that of all the billions of people who have inhabited the earth since time began, less than 

4% have ever lived as free people.  Think about that!  It’s staggering!  Up until now we who 

have been incredibly blessed to live in America have had no idea what it’s like to live 
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elsewhere in the world.  And we have no way to truly understand it because we have never 

experienced it.  We, too, have been living in a deeply broken world; however, it probably 

has not been that apparent to some of us because of all the creature comforts we have 

amassed and the security that we have enjoyed.   

 

However, things are beginning to change.  The world is getting crazier and crazier.  Week 

after week we are being horrified and shocked at the outbreaks of terror and violence, 

unprecedented killings, and environmental disasters.  We are stymied by the inability of our 

government and our financial institutions to function as they should.  We are affronted by all 

the corruption.  We are confounded by our once orderly political process.  And each 

situation that arises is more bizarre than the one before.  Our once peaceful existence has 

been shattered; and many of us are living in a low-grade state of shock.   

 

But what we need to understand is that we really shouldn’t be surprised by all of this.  We 

should not be surprised to find that there are really bad bugs in our garden.  It can’t be 

otherwise. In His infinite Love, God gave us free will and we blew it.  All of Creation is out of 

whack and we can’t fix it.  Yes, we can take measures to contain the bugs that irritate us; 

that destroy our crops; that steal our peace.  We can eradicate them, up to a point.  We can 

take measures to protect our garden; but we will never be rid of the bad bugs until Jesus 

comes back.   

 

However, the Good News is that although we may be stuck in a fallen world, we do not  

have to wait for Jesus to come back to live in God’s Kingdom.  We can’t fix Creation, but  
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we know Someone who can; we know Someone who has already begun the process.  The 

problem is that we are still living in the middle of the mess, where the bugs are really going 

to town in our garden; and, as I said before, while we can try to keep them down, we 

cannot eradicate them.  We can knock them out but we can’t keep them from coming back.  

However, we can turn our attention to the Kingdom of God.  Because we have free will we 

can make the decision to live for God and not for ourselves.  We can make the decision to 

seriously repent of our sins and to turn to God for the forgiveness that will set us free from 

any bondage.  We can refuse to focus on all the bad stuff happening around us and set our 

sights on being a people of God in this time and place. 

 

Because of Jesus we can experience healing in troubled or severed relationships; we can 

overcome any addictions; we can learn to become free from anxiety; we can experience 

peace and comfort in our grief.  We may have missed out on the Garden of Eden, but 

because of Jesus we can walk with God in the cool of the day in the midst of heartache and 

turmoil, stress and uncertainty.  Because of Jesus we do not have to give in to the bad 

bugs.  Rather, we can choose to have hope and abundant life in Him.  We can choose to 

live in the Kingdom of God. 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious God, we thank You that You love us so much that You sent Your 

Son Jesus to save us from our sins and to enable us to have abundant life in Him, 

regardless of what may be going on around us.  Help us, we pray, to look to You for the 

hope and courage we need to live in these uncertain times and to become Your light in the 

world around us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


