
GREAT GOD, OUR KING 

Scripture Reading:  Revelation 17: 12-14 

 

 

If you will recall, last week I mentioned how I had read that in the entire history of the 

human race less than 4% of the billions who have lived have experienced freedom.  And I 

would like to explore that with you this morning.  In fact, I’m going to be giving you more of 

a history lesson than a sermon.  The information is taken from a book I have been reading, 

for the second time, called “Seven Tipping Points That Saved the World” by Chris and Ted 

Stewart.  The book chronicles what the authors feel are the most crucial points in history 

that have led to the concept and development of freedom.  And since I believe that freedom 

was initially God’s idea for the human race (that is, freedom to live without being anyone’s 

slave), I feel it is a concept worth talking about.  In fact, I believe that it is crucial for us to 

talk about it at this time because it is feeling to me that mankind is at another crossroads in 

history: another “tipping point”, as it were. 

 

Let’s begin with our scripture.  The ten horns in our scripture reading from Revelation are 

symbolic of the world kingdoms that follow the beast.  And the reason I chose this scripture 

from Revelation is not for the purpose of speculating about these kingdoms: whether they 

might symbolize the client kingdoms of Rome, the states opposed to the Holy Roman 

Empire, or even the European Union.  I chose this scripture because of its revelation that 

all nations opposed to God will ultimately be defeated.  And also because it emphasizes the 

supreme sovereignty of the Lamb of God who is, of course, Christ Jesus.  
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But just because God is sovereign does not mean that we do not have to do our part.   

God is ultimately in charge, in that His ultimate purposes will not be thwarted.  However, 

because we have been graced with free will, we actually have the power to prolong His 

plan from its reaching its fruition.  And as we look back in history we can see the rise and 

fall of civilizations and of nations, as people either stood up or gave up. 

 

The book begins with a preface from the authors that includes this statement: “…we 

wanted to examine some of the most important events in the history of the world – epic and 

world-changing events – all of which were indispensable stepping-stones toward the 

miracle of expanded freedom and democracy in this day.  But soon we began to realize 

that there is a string that runs through history, a common thread that ties it all together in a 

manner that was not so obvious before.  We began to see a magnificent sense of purpose 

– a sense of intention – in what might otherwise be considered a series of unrelated 

historical events.  It was as if there was a plan, as if each step in human progress was not 

just a matter of chance or happenstance but was supposed to be.  A second idea also 

became very obvious.  We believe in the idea of American Exceptionalism….America is an 

extraordinary nation.  It has played, and will continue to play, a special role in the world.  

But it is also clear that America wouldn’t exist, indeed it couldn’t exist, without the 

foundation that was laid so many millennia before.”   

 

And the authors go on to relate 7 historical happenings that they believe saved civilization 

from extinction and contributed to the coming together of events that would lead to the rise 

of freedom and the respect for individual human rights throughout much of the world.  Most 
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interestingly, it is the authors’ premise that it is ultimately Christianity that enabled this rare 

concept of freedom to eventually be birthed in the world.  Indeed, they illustrate how 

“individual freedom is an idea that has been barely recognized for most of human history.”  

And then they declare, “…simply because freedom exists today does not guarantee this gift 

will survive for future generations.”  A fact of which we need to be acutely aware. 

 

The first historical happening that they chronicle took place around 701 BC when the 

Assyrian King Sennacherib laid siege to Jerusalem.  He had sent a message to King 

Hezekiah of Judah, demanding surrender and proclaiming, in part, “Don’t let your God, in 

whom you trust, deceive you with promises that Jerusalem will not be captured by the King 

of Assyria…. After King Hezekiah read the letter he took it to the Temple of the Lord, 

spread it out before him and prayed for deliverance.”  Isaiah the prophet then sent a 

message to Hezekiah telling him that the Lord had heard his prayer and would deliver 

Jerusalem from the hand of the enemy.  The scripture tells us that “That night the angel of 

the Lord went out to the Assyrian camp and killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers.”  Secular 

history confirms a devastating plague.  The next morning the Assyrian king broke camp and 

went home.  One historian declared that if Assyria had captured Jerusalem and relocated 

its citizens in other lands, as it was accustomed to doing, as it had already done in 

Samaria, “Judaism would have disappeared from the face of the earth and the two 

daughter religions of Christianity and Islam could not possibly have come into existence.  In 

short, our world would be profoundly different in ways we cannot really imagine.” 

 

Next the authors chronicled two decisive battles between Greece and Persia in 480 BC:  
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the battles of Thermopylae and Salamis.  King Xerxes of Persia, intent on conquering the 

entire known world, came up against the Greeks with overwhelming and overpowering 

force.  The city states of Greece at that time were more used to fighting among themselves 

and there was very little unity among them.  However, when faced with the threat of 

occupation and extinction they managed to come together.  Although poorly prepared, 

greatly outnumbered and sometimes in great disarray, they managed to outmaneuver and 

defeat the Persians, thanks in great part to some storms at sea that played havoc with the 

Persian navy.   

 

The authors’ assessment is: “[Of greatest importance] was the survival of the Greek city-

states so that they could continue the development of a belief in the importance of the 

individual, self-government, reason, and all of the advances in the arts and sciences that 

came from adoption of those values….When Alexander the Great and his army spread the 

Greek ideas of knowledge and self-government throughout the Eastern Mediterranean and 

to the East, they became the dominant culture of that part of the world. Later, the Romans 

carried the Greek culture even farther, spreading the Greek’s love of learning and 

recognition of the individual and self-government to what is now Europe.  The invaluable 

mixture of these values, along with those of the Jewish faith and Christianity, made the 

western world what it is today.  That much is indisputably true.  Had the Greeks not 

survived, all of us living now – even though we represent but a tiny fraction of all the people 

who have lived upon this earth – likely would not have the fruits of freedom that we enjoy 

today.” 

 



5 
 

The authors then begin to explain what they call “the significant impact of Christianity on  

the progress of freedom in the world” and how western values evolved following the birth of 

Christ saying, “It is impossible to overstate the enormously positive impact of Christianity on 

the West’s advancement in technology, wealth, and political thought.”  Their detailed 

assessment is fascinating.  They quote another historian who wrote, “The rise of science 

was not an extension of classical learning.  It was the natural outgrowth of Christian 

doctrine: nature exists because it was created by God.  In order to love and honor God, it is 

necessary to fully appreciate the wonders of his handiwork.  Because God is perfect, his 

handiwork functions in accord with immutable principles.  By the full use of our God–given 

powers of reason and observation, it ought to be possible to discover these principles.”  

And there is much, much more.   

 

The authors share with the reader the observation that the concepts of individual freedom, 

liberty, equality, self-government and rule of law came from Christian teaching that said, 

“there was such a thing as agency, or free will; that we are responsible for our own 

conduct; that God rewards and punishes based upon the exercise of our free will, not on 

fate or luck or whim.  This distinctive belief – extraordinarily rare in other world religions – is 

one of the most fundamental of all Christian beliefs.  It was this belief that led Christians to 

contend that all should have the right to exercise free will, and that depriving one of the 

right to exercise free will through slavery was wrong.”   

 

And they point out that “Another of the most important foundations for Western political 

thought is the belief that certain rights are derived from God, not from man”; and that the 
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concept of natural rights is derived almost exclusively from original Christian theology.  

And, of course, they back all this up with detailed example.  They go on to say that “The 

teachings of Christian scripture supported other concepts that became essential 

foundations of Western political thought, including the recognition of private property rights 

and limitations on the power of kings.  

 

All of this led up to the third tipping point: the victory of Constantine in becoming the 

supreme ruler of the Roman Empire.  Another man seeking supreme authority over the 

Roman Empire was Maxentius, ruler in Rome.  Constantine defeated him in battle, 

ensuring himself the position of supreme emperor.  The day before the battle, Constantine 

had reportedly seen a vision of a flaming cross in the sky with the words, ‘in this sign you 

will conquer.’  The next morning he heard a voice instructing him to place the symbol of 

Christ on the shields of his soldiers.  Which he did.  He then made a sacred vow that if his 

army was victorious he would convert to Christianity.  The army was victorious and he 

fulfilled his vow, making Christianity the state religion and declaring religious liberty for all.  

One day Christians were the victims of intense persecution.  The next they were revered 

and honored subjects. 

 

Constantine has been viewed in both good and bad light.  He was not a perfect ruler.   

However, his embracing of Christianity enabled the religion to gain a wider foothold and to 

deepen its roots.  And that was crucial because shortly after Constantine died the Roman 

Empire and civilization itself began to crumble and the continent was overrun by wave after 

wave of barbarian tribes.  And the Dark Ages began.  To quote the authors, “Christianity 
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continued to serve as the light that turned the minds of men toward the higher aspirations 

that were essential for a civilized culture to develop. 

Then in 732 AD the Battle of Poitiers was fought.  Tipping point number 4.  The authors put 

it this way: “One hundred years after the death of the Prophet Muhammad, a battle for the 

soul of Europe took place….It was here that Europe almost lost its Christian identity…It 

was here, north of the Pyrenees Mountains, that the Christian defenders stopped the 

seemingly inevitable spread of Islam into Europe.” 

 

Islam had risen rapidly, and the Islamic Caliphs had overrun and conquered many nations.  

And, unlike other great conquests in history, they hung in.  They did not disappear or 

become absorbed into the local culture.  They overran, they dominated, and they 

completely destroyed local cultures.  In 632 they invaded Syria, and Jerusalem fell in 637, 

or 638.  “After one thousand years of Greek and Roman rule and six hundred years of 

Christian influence, the area fell under the realm of Islam, and it remains primarily Muslim 

and Arabic-speaking to this day.”  Egypt had once been the center of Christianity in the 

entire Roman Byzantine Empire.  It fell to Islam.  And then the Arab army set its sights on 

Europe.  They invaded Spain and Portugal where they remained for the next 800 years.  

Eventually they fought their way into southern France.  And we need to bear in mind that at 

this point in time none of the European nations were under a strong united leadership.  

More often than not they remained under the feudal system and were engaged in warring 

within themselves. 

 

A man named Charles Martel ended up leading the effort to defeat the invading Islamic  
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forces, although he had no army.  However, when he issued a summons to war, soldiers 

from other regions joined him out of pure terror from the reports of the ravaging Muslim 

army.  So, while his army was small, it was highly motivated.  They had an advantage, in 

that they were heavily armed and covered themselves with iron plated armor.  Against all 

odds, the Christian army held.  And then suddenly, “inexplicably” our authors state, the 

Muslim army began to withdraw.  Their great Arab leader, Abd al-Rahman, had been killed 

and without his leadership his troops totally abandoned their camp and left everything 

behind.  “Inexplicably!” 

 

The fearless leader of the Franks, Charles Martel was the grandfather of Charlemagne and 

Charlemagne’s rule is “recognized as an era of renaissance in art, religion and culture, so 

much so that he is considered to be the ‘Father of Europe’, responsible for creating a 

common European identity.”  The authors raise this question: “If the caliphs had been 

allowed to rule, what would have happened to the future development of Western culture 

and values, including developments in law, respect for human rights and the individual, and 

economic and religious freedom?”  And that is a question worth considering concerning 

world affairs today. 

 

We’ve only covered four of the seven tipping points.  The final three I will give you fairly  

briefly.  Five hundred years after the Muslim army turned back from southern France an 

even more savage and dangerous army marched on Europe.  The Mongols, whose leader 

was Genghis Khan, had already wiped entire civilizations and cultures completely off the 

map, never to rise again.  They eventually covered all of Eastern Europe and eventually 
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Ghengis Khan died.  Then, in 1241, as the Mongolian army drew ever closer to Western 

Europe, Ghengis Khan’s son, Ogodei, died.  Soon after, his son died as well.  And because 

there was no obvious heir to the throne, the Mongol royalty had to return home to choose a 

new leader.  Once they left the battlefield the whole Mongol army was leaderless and they 

turned back as well.  Once again – “inexplicably” – western civilization was saved. 

 

The 6th tipping point, called “How the New World Saved the Old” tells how the discovery 

and settlement of the New World revived the Old World that had once again reached a 

place of exhaustion and decline.  The authors describe it this way: “Europe was revitalized 

with hope.  It regained its religious faith and confidence.  It gathered the fortitude to fight off 

the Turks.  The economic and innovative opportunities created by the discovery of the New 

World allowed Europe to leap forward in wide areas of trade, science, philosophy, and 

technology, initiating a new era of wealth and discovery.  This period of revitalization then 

launched the most significant developments ever seen by man in government, law, ethics, 

philosophy, and liberty.  In short, this period of revitalization allowed Europe to evolve into 

the home of Western thought and philosophy.  Then, when the time was right and the 

foundation had been settled these elements gave birth to the United States.” 

Our authors have chosen the Battle of Britain as their final tipping point.  Suffice it to say 

that if that air battle had not been won and the Nazi forces had overtaken Britain, our world 

would be a very different place.  I think we are close enough to that historical event to 

easily understand its significance. 

 

So what has all of this to do with our scripture and our sermon title?  As I said, this has  
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been more of a history lesson than a sermon.  But I wanted to share with all of you the 

historical pattern that has evolved over several thousand years; and to show you how the 

hand of God can be seen in that pattern.  I want you to see the sense of purpose, the 

thread the authors mentioned.  I want you to see the necessity of taking a stand against 

insurmountable odds.  I want you to see that, however slowly it has evolved, God’s plan for 

freedom was eventually accomplished with our Declaration of Independence and our 

Constitution.  I want you to see how fragile and how dearly come by is our precious gift of 

freedom.   And I particularly want you to see that it is God to whom we must turn in this 

present time of great danger and uncertainty.  For I deeply believe that we are once again 

at a tipping point.  We can see past historical patterns repeating themselves.  But most of 

all, I want you to see that regardless of who rules in what nation, Jesus is King over all; and 

it deeply matters that we belong to Him. 

 

Let Us Pray: Most Gracious and Glorious God, may we never forget that You are our King.  

May we never forget that our precious freedom is a gift from You and that You have given 

us the responsibility to preserve and protect it.  Raise us up, O God, to stand firm with You 

and in You.  Lift us out of our apathy and set our hearts on fire that we may serve You and 

Your purposes in Your strength and according to Your will.  In  

Jesus name.  Amen. 


