
LESSONS FROM THE GARDEN: ARE WE BEING GOOD STEWARDS? 

Scripture Readings:  Genesis 21:28; Matthew 28:18-20 

 

 

From the very dawn of creation mankind was given a mandate by God to take care of 

the Garden of His creation.  We were told to be fruitful and multiply; that is, we were to 

increase in number and go forth over all the earth.  And we were told that we would 

have dominion over all the other earthly creatures.  When you think about it, that’s an 

incredible, awesome, responsibility that God has given to us.  But, unfortunately, over 

the millennia mankind has tended to view the earth as something to be ransacked; 

rather than something to be tended and cared for.  I want to speak to this subject of the 

stewardship of God’s creation on several levels this morning. 

 

First, let’s address the environment.  We tend to think of pollution as a modern curse; 

however, according to the Smithsonian Institute magazine, pollution began to be a 

problem for the earth even before Christ.  Research has shown that we began emitting 

methane, or what we now know as greenhouses gasses, over 2000 years ago when 

ancient Rome and the Han dynasty in China began to engage in metallurgy and when 

the Romans began keeping domesticated livestock and the Chinese expanded their rice 

fields, which harbor methane-producing bacteria.  However, at that time the emissions 

were not high enough to affect the climate. 

 

Now of course, as we know, the Industrial Revolution is the biggest culprit for bringing  
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air, water, and soil pollution to the earth.  And back in those early days pollution was 

undoubtedly the farthest thing from anyone’s mind.  All the advances in manufacturing 

and transportation were so exciting and so transformative that I’m sure little or no 

thought was given to the effects on the environment.  However, as we know, living 

conditions became horrendous in major manufacturing cities; air was unfit to breathe; 

and the toxic waste that was dumped into rivers, streams, and the oceans was tragic.  

We are now living in an age where public consciousness has brought back a measure 

of responsibility here in the United States; and major legislation has been passed with 

efforts undertaken to clean up the environment and to keep it clean going forward.  And 

some of these efforts, such as cutting way back on our production of coal, have become 

hot button political topics. 

 

But I’m not going there this morning.  What I want to talk about is how we view our part 

in the stewardship of God’s garden.  One of the definitions of stewardship, according to 

Webster’s New World Dictionary is, “a person morally responsible for the careful use of 

money, time, talents, or other resources, especially with respect to the principles or 

needs of a community or group. i.e. our responsibility as stewards of the earth’s 

resources.”  We tend, I think, to focus on the big legislative issues, such as greenhouse 

gas emissions from our energy sources, rather than on our own contributions to the 

pollution of the planet.  However, unfortunately, much of what we automatically do just 

in our daily living can contribute significantly without our being particularly aware. 

 

For instance, take the very small issue of us here at the church using Styrofoam cups  
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for our coffee and tea.  Styrofoam is made of styrene, which the International Agency on 

Cancer Research has established as a highly possible carcinogen.  Not only that, 

Styrofoam is not biodegradable.  And you can’t recycle it.  So every Styrofoam cup and 

container that is used gets dumped into a landfill and basically sits there forever.  Now I 

realize that in the grand scheme of things, the fact that we here at Winthrop Church 

have stopped using Styrofoam cups and have switched to real mugs may seem 

somewhat insignificant, being that we are so few in number.  But what many fail to 

understand is the incredible significance of one.  What’s one grain of sand on a beach?  

But where would the beach be if there were no grains of sand. It takes one plus one 

plus one….and on and on to create an entity.  And that goes for anything.  What’s a 

penny?  But how would you get a dollar without 100 pennies?  How would you get a 

hundred dollars without ten thousand pennies?   

 

The choices that each one of us makes every day matters greatly to the well-being of 

our planet.  Therefore, I would urge you, if you are not already doing so, to spend some 

time thinking through and perhaps researching the items that you are using daily.  Are 

they recyclable?  Are they environmentally friendly?  What kinds of pesticides are you 

using on your garden?  There are many that are very dangerous – to our water supply 

and to us.  Organic gardening is not only feasible; it’s become relatively easy, compared 

to when I first began to practice it many years ago.  With organic gardening you 

replenish the earth and you guarantee safe and healthy produce for your family. 

 

Then, there is another aspect of stewardship that I would like to talk with you about this  
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morning; and that is stewardship of our special and spiritual gifts.  If you recall, we have 

talked fairly recently about our spiritual gifts; those talents that God has given us to be 

used for the furtherance of His Kingdom.  As I mentioned last week, we are not here 

randomly.  And God has not given us random gifts.  Whatever it is that God has gifted 

you to do; He has given you the gift so that you can bring glory to Him.  And we are ALL 

gifted in some way.  For some the gifting is more overt than for others.  But we have all 

been created, as I said before, for such a time as this; and we have been given special 

and spiritual gifts so that God’s plan can be worked out through us.  Remember, we 

established, the first week of our Lessons from the Garden, that we are God’s garden.  

Are we being good stewards of His garden?  Are we being good stewards of those gifts 

He has given us?   

 

It’s becoming exciting around here because some of us are being called out of our 

comfort zone into new challenges.  We are working on building a praise team.  We are 

talking about starting up our Sunday School again.  We are becoming a presence on 

Facebook.  We have put our sermons on Youtube.  We are talking about how we can 

come together with the other churches to reach out to our community for Jesus.  And so 

I would ask you to pray about how God may be wanting to use you.  Now I know that we 

are all busy and we don’t even want to think about adding another thing to our plate.  

Nevertheless, I would ask you to go before God with your life and ask Him what He 

wants you to be doing for Him.  

 

Then there is a third aspect of stewardship that God has put on my heart to share with  
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you; and that is how we are viewing the social issues that are before us today.  And I’m  

not here to try to tell you what you should think or how you should view this or that 

concern.  What I want is to encourage you to begin to think biblically in the way you 

view the world.  Whether or not we aware, we all have innate perspectives and perhaps 

even prejudices that color the way we see things.  It all has to do with our childhood up-

bringing, our cultural experiences, our personal experiences; and the list could go on 

and on.  We are never a blank slate when we begin to consider an issue.  And that’s not 

necessarily bad.  It is, however, something of which we need to be aware.  It’s why we 

should sometimes take a step back and try to look at things through a different lens than 

the one we are used to looking through. 

 

We are living in a deeply divided, highly polarized and politicized environment.  Every 

day we are being bombarded with divisive rhetoric and highly emotional points of view.  

Sometimes it’s hard to know just what is the right thing.  Or, it’s hard to understand how 

someone might have a different view from ours.  And that’s when it’s a good and 

productive thing to find out what God has to say about the subject.   You might be 

surprised to learn that God has a great deal to say about a lot of the stuff that concerns 

us today.  And, of course, to find out just what He has to say we need to delve into the 

scriptures.  Take, for example, the hot topic of taking in refugees. 

 

There are many, many scriptures that address this issue of what the Bible calls “the 

foreigner.”  In Exodus 22:21 God commands the Israelites, “You must not mistreat or 

oppress foreigners in any way.  Remember, you yourselves were once foreigners in the 
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land of Egypt.”  But God also commanded that the foreigner observe the laws of the 

land.  In Exodus 12:48 and following God said, “An alien living among you who wants to 

celebrate the Lord’s Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; 

then he may take part like one born in the land.  No uncircumcised male may eat of it.  

The same law applies to the native-born and the alien living among you.”  And in 

Numbers 15:27 and following the Israelites are told: “But if just one person sins 

unintentionally, he must bring a year-old female goat for a sin offering.  The priest is to 

make atonement before the Lord for the one who erred by sinning unintentionally, and 

when atonement has been made for him, he will be forgiven.  One and the same law 

applies to everyone who sins unintentionally, whether he is a native-born Israelite or an 

alien.” 

 

Now, obviously, the Law applied here was a religious law.  However, it’s important for 

us to understand that in that place at that point in time the religious Law was the law of 

the land.  So we must always search for the spirit of the law.  And I think it is obvious 

from these scriptures that God expected that all who resided in Israel would obey the 

law of the land.  And there are many other scriptures that say basically the same thing: 

that foreigners should be welcomed and treated like anyone else; but that they should 

obey the law of the land.   

 

So, if we go to the scriptures to see what God has to say about the acceptance and 

treatment of refugees here in America, we can see that we have a biblical mandate to 

take them in.  However, according to the scriptures, they need to obey our laws.  You 
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know, it has occurred to me that possibly one of the reasons that our nation has been 

so blessed by God in the past is because we have become a melting pot for the nations; 

we have welcomed the “huddled masses yearning to breathe free.”  The trouble has 

come when those coming to our shores have not wanted to become assimilated or to 

obey our laws of entry and of citizenship. 

 

An online article at biblestudy.org has this to say: “What does all this mean for us today,  

[and the scriptures I have just shared with you are the reference for this] especially for 

those living in countries like the United States that are struggling to deal with a growing 

influx of people from other countries?  The Bible does say, without a doubt, that those 

living in a country should not mistreat "strangers" that live among them. However, just 

as sojourners in Israel were required to obey God's laws before receiving his blessings, 

the strangers among us should also be required to obey the laws of the land before 

receiving the same benefits and privileges that come to citizens. If God's commands in 

the Bible regarding illegal aliens were observed by governments, they would avoid 

many of the problems they currently have regarding immigration.” 

 

This is just one example of how we should be looking to God for the wisdom to solve 

our weighty and complicated problems.  We need to start thinking biblically.  And that is 

because being good stewards of God’s earth, in addition to cutting back on pollution 

and sharing our special and spiritual gifts, also involves making enlightened and biblical 

choices in how we go about solving critical social and economic problems.  And FYI, the  

Bible has plenty to say about money as well.   
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Worldly knowledge and understanding can lead us astray.  As I mentioned earlier,  

whether or not we aware, we all have innate perspectives and prejudices that color the 

way we see things.  And, many of us are not trained in searching out God’s ways for 

understanding temporal things.  But it’s never too late to begin.  Therefore, I need to tell 

you that you do not have to know your Bible inside and out to find the references 

needed to make biblically informed decisions.  Just “google” your question.  I do it all the 

time.  It doesn’t matter what you ask, you will come up with scriptural references that will 

lead you where you need to go.  And then ask the Holy Spirit to be with you in your 

reading of the scripture and to enlighten your mind with God’s perspective. 

 

And finally, being good stewards of the garden God has entrusted us with means that  

we follow Jesus’ final command: “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the 

commands I have given you.  And be sure of this.  I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.”  Whatever we do going forward, we must do it with the express 

intention of bringing people to Jesus.  This is a command from God that we dare not 

ignore.  This scripture and our scripture from Genesis giving us dominion over all the 

earth book-end how we should be living our lives. 

 

We are living in a secular world that does not recognize biblical mandates or a biblical  

world view. Therefore, it’s sometimes difficult for us to defend a biblical world view 

because others, quite frankly, do not understand.  Nevertheless, we should not be 
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deterred.  We should, as the Apostle Paul admonished in 1 Thessalonians “…speak as 

men [and women] approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel” and stand fast with 

the good news of the Gospel and the wisdom of God.” 

 

To re-iterate: Being a good steward means that we pay attention to how we are  

personally interacting with our environment.  Being a good steward means that we will  

be open to however God wants us to be sharing the special and spiritual gifts that He 

has given us.  Being a good steward means that we will begin to think biblically and that 

we will search out God’s wisdom for the complicated issues of our time.  Being a good 

steward means that we will take very seriously Jesus’ mandate to take the Gospel into 

all the world, remembering that sometimes “all the world” simply means “across the 

street.” 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious Heavenly Father, how blessed and privileged we are to have 

been given stewardship of Your Creation.  Write deeply upon our hearts the incredible 

responsibility that we have to be faithful to Your commands and to Your ways; and help 

us to be faithful stewards of all that You have given us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

  

 

 

 


