
I WILL HEAL THEIR LAND 

Scripture Reading: 2 Chronicles 7:13-14 

  

 

As you are aware, today is 9/11, the 15th anniversary of the devastating attack on our nation 

by radical Islam.  And I have felt led to preach to you a sermon that I preached in Hanson a 

couple of weeks after the attack.  And I am doing so because nothing has really changed in 

fifteen years in our nation’s acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty, except that things have 

gotten much, much worse; and I desire to impress upon you the crucial need for us to be a 

strong and active people of God for such a time as this.  The sermon references things that 

occurred back then; but the core message, I believe, is more relevant and more needed than 

ever. 

 

Exceedingly great and precious are the Promises of God.  The Bible is packed with the 

Promises of God to his people.  And we are told to appropriate these promises; to stand on 

them; to live by them.  However, receiving the promises of God is not like frequenting 

McDonald’s to acquire the prize that we know we will get in the happy meal.  Receiving and 

appropriating the promises of God means making a deep commitment on our part to listen to 

God’s Word, to hear His voice, and to obey, and act on His will. 

 

Our nation has strayed far away from God’s original plan for us.  Our Pilgrim and Puritan 

forbears came to this country with the awesome vision of creating a new Israel in the 

wilderness; a new Jerusalem; a city set on a hill for all to emulate.  To recreate a style of 
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living patterned after the early church, as discerned in the book of Acts was the original intent 

of the early Puritans.  Our towns and villages were settled and their governments formed with 

the focus on God.  In the preface to a printed sermon originally given by the Rev. James 

Keith on the occasion of the establishment of the church in a second parish of Bridgewater, 

what is now the Unitarian Church, Increase and Cotton Mather, two of the most influential 

religious leaders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, made the following observation: “The 

new English Bridgewater has been a town favored of God, yea some favours of Heaven unto 

it, have indeed been distinguishing.  It was planted a noble vine.  The first planters of it were 

a set of people who made religion their main interest and it became their glory.”  

 

Our very government was founded by men who feared and honored God.  David 

McCullough, in his best-selling biography “John Adams”, records the following conversation 

that took place during the Revolutionary War: “One day as he (John Adams) and Benjamin 

Rush sat together in Congress, (and that was the Continental Congress) Rush asked Adams 

in a whisper if he thought America would succeed in the struggle. ‘Yes,” Adams replied, ‘if we 

fear God and repent our sins.’ 

 

This nation was founded by God’s people.  However, in this generation God has been not 

only ignored, but actually BANNED from being acknowledged in our public places, our seats 

of government, our schools.  The Creator of the universe, the Mind behind the founding of 

our nation, has actually been banned from His creation by His created beings.  Could there 

be anything more ludicrous or disturbing?  But it is actual fact.  And we have all let it happen. 

True – we may have recognized it; we may have tried to do something, but, as they say,  
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“You can’t fight City Hall.” 

 

But somehow, with the destruction of the Twin Towers, “City Hall” also has been blown away.  

And now is the time to take back our nation by joining together and leading our nation back to 

God.  Could you have believed just two weeks ago that 1500 to 2000 people would be 

gathered adjacent to our Town Hall joining in prayer?  Could you have believed that the Word 

of God would have gone forth so powerfully and so diversely in such a public place?  As a 

nation, we have been brought to our knees.  And that is the best place that we can be.  The 

real challenge lies in keeping this nation on her knees. 

 

I thought it was very symbolic that the two targets that were hit by the terrorists were the 

centers of our finance and our military.  In what have we as a nation placed our trust?  And a 

large portion of the World Trade Center was built on land-fill – on “sinking sand” if you will.  

We must re-build our nation on the rock that can never be shaken.  This is never to say that 

God caused this atrocity to happen or that He planned it this way.  This is to say that we must 

take notice of that which was so crucial to our nation that the enemy would single it out for 

attack. 

 

In Romans 8 Paul writes, “If God is for us, who can be against?” And we can take great 

comfort in that.  But the question then becomes, “Will God be for a nation that continues to 

turn her back on Him – that continues to deny Him entry into her schools and public places?  

Will God be for a nation who puts her trust in her money and her armed might?  Will God be 

for a nation who refuses to acknowledge Him as her sovereign?  The Old Testament makes 



4 

 

the answer pretty plain.  Time after time the people of Israel and Judah were warned by the 

prophets not to put their trust in the horses and chariots of Egypt, as we read in Isaiah 31: 

“Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the multitude 

of their chariots and in the great strength of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One 

of Israel, or seek help from the Lord.”  Time and again the people of God refused to listen 

and God ultimately gave His people over to their willful, disobedient ways and allowed them 

to be carried into exile.   

 

America has become a willful, ungodly nation and we are reaping the consequences of that 

willfulness.  However, God has always had a remnant – His faithful people who look to Him.  

And I submit to you that our challenge and our call is clear:  That we are to come together in 

faithful obedience to our God, strengthening and supporting one another and then going out 

into the community and the workplace boldly proclaiming the urgent need for our people, our 

communities, our nation to turn back to God.  That in itself will be a struggle.  Make no 

mistake about it.  Things are not going to be easy.  We are engaged in a spiritual battle of 

cosmic dimensions against the enemy of God’s people.  And I am not referring to any of the 

religious groups that have been implicated in this attack.  I am referring to the evil one who 

has been battling God from the beginning.  

 

But he was defeated by Christ on the cross and we have only to appropriate Christ’s truth 

and His strength to ultimately prevail.  Paul says in Ephesians 6: “Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 

against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
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rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”   

 

It will do no good for us to hate our enemy; that is, our earthy enemy.  Our real enemy is the  

evil one – the arch enemy of God, the perpetrator of all evil on this earth.  And our strength 

lies, not in retaliation and anger, but in humble submission to God, recognizing our sinfulness 

as a nation and in pleading for mercy and for the restoration of our nation. 

 

And the process begins with each one of us individually, in our own hearts; in surrendering 

EVERYTHING to Christ.  There can only be healing where there is acknowledged to be a 

wound; and then healing comes with a humble repentance before God to cleanse the wound.  

We are all in this together.  None of us is above any of it.  The hour is at hand for us to come 

together on our knees before God to plead for His mercy, His justice, and His restoration of 

us as a people of God.  [And this has become way more imperative than it even was fifteen 

years ago.] 

 

In Haggai God says, “In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the 

sea and the dry land.  I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I 

will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ 

declares the Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of 

the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the 

Lord Almighty.”   In this passage God is promising restoration of the temple to the exiles who 

have returned to Jerusalem from Babylon.  He is declaring to them that He is in charge of the 
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destiny of the nations; that He has the resources to accomplish His Will; and that He will 

ultimately give peace to His people when they return to Him.  But they need to return to Him! 

 

We are being shaken as a nation and as a church body.  But we are not being shaken to be  

destroyed.  We are being shaken to wake us up; to cause us to come together in holy fear of 

the Lord; and to give Him the opportunity to work through us to overcome the evil that has so 

pervasively invaded His world.  We are being shaken so that our trust will be in that which 

cannot be shaken.  Our strength is not in our words but in our faith; it is in who we are as a 

people of God.  We must come together as a united people of God so that we can withstand 

the evil days and so that we can be used by God to serve others.  At a time like this God 

needs his churches to be strong. 

 

The great mission of the church at this point in time is bringing people to Jesus.  Now, 

obviously, that is and  always has been our greatest mission.  It is the Great Commission 

given to us by Jesus.  However, some points in time create greater opportunities than others 

and this, obviously, is one of them.  Author David Wilkerson, in his book “God’s Plan to 

Protect His People…” makes the following observation:  “There is a holy remnant of believers 

who have learned the secret of getting and maintaining strength in these perilous times.  

When (the) awful day comes, God’s righteous remnant will know how to maintain their 

strength.  It won’t matter to them if the moon and stars fall from the sky, or if the mountains 

quake and fall into the sea.  They will still have faith in Christ to deliver them – and their faith 

won’t be shaken.”  (We see this going on now in the Middle East – but we need to remember 

that we are no longer exempt.)  
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He continues… “In Psalm 31, David introduces us to the phrase ‘the secret of thy presence.’ 

He writes, ‘Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; 

which thou has wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! Thou shalt hide 

them in the secret of the presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a 

pavilion from the strife of tongues.’ (Psalm 31:19-20).  David is saying something very 

profound here: ‘All true strength comes from drawing near to the Lord.  The measure of our 

strength is proportionate to our nearness to him.’ Simply put, the closer we are to Jesus, the 

stronger we’re going to be.  And all the strength we’re ever going to need will come only 

through our secret life of prayer.  If we’ll just draw near to Christ, He will draw near to us, 

giving us a fresh supply of strength daily.  This is the secret of His presence!”   

 

And Wilkerson goes on to say, “I believe that when things begin to disintegrate, the most 

powerful testimony for Christ will be the believer whose heart is wholly at peace.  While the 

rest of society is panicking, fainting, dying from fear, the overcoming Christian will be growing 

stronger and stronger, receiving continual encouragement from the Holy Spirit.”   

 

This is a tall order; however I believe that this is, in fact what Christ is asking us to do:  To 

stand firm and secure in His Presence, His Provision, His Protection, His Providence so that 

we can reach out to others to bring them into His Presence as well.  We must stop being 

afraid to talk about God for fear of offending someone.  God MUST become so much the 

center of our lives that we HAVE to talk about Him to adequately express ourselves to other 

hurting souls.  Our faith must not be in our government; rather in our God; and we must pray 

for our leaders to be present to the truth and the guidance of God Almighty.  And that should  
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be a focus of our prayers daily. 

 

There are great signs of hope in the midst of the horror and chaos of the current situation in 

our country:  The incredible outpouring of generosity from Americans to the people of New 

York; the innumerable acts of heroism and unselfishness; members of Congress gathered on 

the steps of our Capitol singing “God Bless America.”  That in itself was a miracle.    And 

then, according to the Patriot Ledger, “While 200 people assembled at Plymouth Rock on 

Friday, September 14, to remember the victims of bloody Tuesday, the clouds parted, 

yielding a faint rainbow on the horizon.  It grew brighter and arched across the sky, a 

breathtaking sight those who were there won’t soon forget.”  Plymouth Rock – where the 

foundation of our nation began.  A rainbow – God’s promise that says, “Whenever the 

rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 

God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth….This is the sign of the covenant I 

have established between me and all life on the earth.” 

 

And the magnitude of sympathy and support from the nations is also a source of great 

comfort and hope to us.  I received an e-mail from a casual customer in Japan.  [I was 

working in customer service for a publishing company at the time]  He had expressed 

concern for our wellbeing: “P.S. I guess you’re in big trouble because of terrorism, are you all 

right now?  Hopefully, you’re fine.”  I sent back a short reply assuring him that we are okay, 

although very much affected.  And I received a reply back.  “I’m very glad to hear that you’re 

fine.  Now I’m very surprised, shocked, sad….I cannot say anything, I don’t know how do I 

say exactly even if Japanese language.  I like United States, I love New York and Boston, I 
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have been there 3 times and I have good memories. I’m considering how to help United 

States, charity …or something.  I know it’s a small hand but I want to do something because 

it’s my lovely place.” 

 

It’s OUR lovely place and above everything else, it’s GOD’S lovely place.  We must stand  

firm, we must remain strong in the strength of Christ, we must be GOD’S people, to whom 

those who have fear and despair can look for comfort and to be guided to the living God.  

This nation was founded on the word of God.  This nation was created for the purpose of 

bringing God’s freedom for His people into existence.  We were intended to be a new 

Jerusalem, a city set on a hill for all to emulate.  However, as with the Israelites of old, we 

have strayed from the path God intended for us; we have turned to the false idols of money, 

success, sports, status, pleasure and our own strength.  

 

But over and over and over in the Bible God promises restoration of His people if they will 

just TURN BACK to Him and look to Him to direct their paths and to preserve, protect and 

provide for them.  In times of turmoil we must know that God is here.  In the midst of tragedy 

we must know that God is here.  While facing an uncertain future we must know that God is 

here.  And Christ’s death on the cross is God’s final word against evil.  Christ died that we 

might be delivered from evil into the freedom that God has intended for us; and the 

impartation of the Holy Spirit is God’s strength in us to stand firm against the tide of evil, and 

to give others the ability to do the same.   

 

A further e-mail from the customer in Japan continued… “I love United States, especially the  
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period of the War of Independence. So I went to Boston Common, Old North Church, 

Freedom Trail.  Getting to know American history, I feel human’s power…love, courage, 

strength and freedom.  I know that freedom needs strength and independence that is strict, I 

think so.  But I love your country.  America teach me a lot of things.”  And we need to realize 

that these words are coming to us from the country that was the last nation to attack us in the 

manner that we have recently sustained and upon which we inflicted unspeakable horror.  

The healing, redemptive power of God is truly remarkable. But we also must realize that the 

“human’s power” that this man refers to: the love, courage, strength and freedom, are God-

given attributes.  And, that the true power is the power of God that is accessed when we go 

down on our knees before Him in humility and repentance, to acknowledge His sovereignty 

over our lives and the life of our nation.   

 

The hour has come for us to appropriate and to stand on that great and precious promise of 

God as given to us in 2 Chronicles: “If my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  The hour has come for 

us to go down on our knees before God in order that we may stand united in the power of 

God… And God has promised us that if we will do what He has asked HE WILL HEAL OUR 

LAND. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious God, it gives us great pain to realize that our nation has strayed even 

further from You in the fifteen years since this message was written.  And we acknowledge 

that we have continued to allow it to happen.  Dear God, help us to repent of our sins and 
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show us how we, few in number as we are in this place, can stand against the evils that are 

threatening the existence of our nation.  Give us Your vision for us, O God, that we may do 

our part to prepare the way for You to heal our land.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

  

 

 


