
LIVING FOR GOD: THE REASON I LIVE IS TO WORSHIP YOU 

Scripture Readings: Deuteronomy 30:19-20a (NIV); Ephesians 1:12-14 (NLT) 

 

 

I chose the song Alexa just sang because it was a phrase in this song that really 

grabbed my attention a few months ago.  When I listened to the song and heard the 

words, “The reason I live is to worship you” it really struck me how our perspective can 

actually change the way we live our lives.  Because, if we’re brutally honest with 

ourselves, I think we would recognize that mainly we live for ourselves.  Now that 

doesn’t necessarily mean that we are selfish and self-centered.  We love our families 

and we would do anything to help our children.  We love and care deeply for our friends 

and we strive to be there for them when they need us.  We care for our co-workers and 

we care about the kind of a world that our children and grandchildren will inherit.  But if 

we really think about it, I believe that we will see that in all of this basically really good 

stuff we are really living for ourselves. 

 

We are living lives that we hope will give us meaning.  We are planning for jobs and 

careers, for retirements, that will be fruitful and prosperous.  We probably have an 

ingrained picture in our mind of what makes us feel good; of what validates us as a 

person; of what we might like to accomplish with our lives.  And, of course, in and of 

itself none of this stuff is bad.  In fact, it’s the stuff life’s made of.  But it occurs to me 

that most probably, in going about our daily lives, we are in danger of missing the 

deeper dimension that God wants for us; that God has for us.   
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Because we were each created by God as a totally unique person, He has made us for 

a purpose; and when we look to God to discover that purpose we will be led to live our 

lives for Him.  God is not a spoil sport.  And living for God doesn’t mean that we give it 

all up and join a convent or a monastery.  It’s really just a matter of changing our 

perspective.  And if we begin to think differently about our lives, if we will begin to 

purpose our lives for God rather than for our own ends, our own needs, it will drastically 

change the way we live. 

 

Now there are many ways to live for God.  And we are going to be exploring some of 

these ways in the coming weeks.  Today we’re going to branch off from the words in the 

song: “The reason I live is to worship You.”  And there are also many ways for us to 

worship God.  First and foremost, when we think of worshiping God, we think of our 

participation in our worship service.  In fact, that is the primary function of our worship 

service.  We are here to give God thanks and praise for Who He is and to acknowledge 

all the wonders of His universe.  We are here to focus on God and to leave the rest of 

our world at the door. 

 

And that is why we have been introducing more praise music at the beginning of our 

service: to bring our hearts and minds into a worshipful mode; to draw us away from our 

earthly concerns and to focus on the holiness and the majesty of God.  It’s easy to think 

of God mainly as our Friend, our Provider, our Healer, etc., while failing to focus on His 

awesome splendor and upon His ultimate Reality: the Holy, Majestic Creator of the 

universe above and beyond Whom there is no equal and without Whom we are nothing.  
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It’s probable that we tend to take our existence for granted and fail to understand the 

true reason for our being.  As the Westminster Catechism states, “What is the chief end 

of man?  Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”  Our scripture 

reading from Ephesians makes it very plain that we belong to Jesus.  It’s not so much 

that we believe in Jesus (which of course, we do); but that we BELONG to Him. 

 

Ephesians 5:18-19 tells us, “Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart.”  

When we come together in worship we are lifting up Jesus, acknowledging our love and 

our indebtedness for His sacrifice for us; and we are glorifying and enjoying God.  As 

we lift our voices and our hearts in worship we will begin to feel God’s presence.  And 

when our hearts and voices soar in worship God is enjoying us.  

 

 

We worship God when we take pleasure in doing what He has 

gifted us indoing. 

 

 

 


