
LIVING FOR GOD: PARTNERING WITH GOD 

Scripture Readings: Philippians 4:4-7; Ephesians 6: 10-18 

 

 

I realize that I should have titled my sermon “Partnering With God Through Prayer.” 

I have come to understand over the years that prayer is not merely about being in 

relationship with God.  Prayer, at its deepest level is partnering with God to help to bring 

about His purposes for this world.  We know that there are many forms of prayer: prayer 

as asking to have our needs met; as searching for guidance; as thanksgiving for our 

many blessings; as surrender to God, and many more.  But one form of prayer may not 

be as well known to you.  And that is the prayer of spiritual warfare. 

 

As so often happens with me, as I began to work on this sermon, which was headed, by 

the way, in another direction, I received a devotional in an email that was taken from the 

book “I Stand at the Door and Knock” by Corrie Ten Boom.  And it spoke to me.  In case 

you aren’t familiar with her, Corrie Ten Boom lived in Holland during World War II and 

she and her Christian family hid Jews during the Holocaust.  They were eventually 

discovered and all were shipped out to concentration camps.  Corrie’s father and her 

sister Betsy died in the camps; however Corrie miraculously survived and spent the rest 

of her life witnessing to the hope, forgiveness, and saving power of Jesus.  The 

meditation that was sent to me was actually about how angels are ministering spirits.  

But before Corrie gets to that part she has this to say: 
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“We read and hear so much about demons today... and it’s so good to read that  

demons are defeated enemies, but in the meantime they can still rant and rave and 

cause people considerable trouble.  They are servants of darkness. It is good for us to 

be aware of the danger.  Many people are unaware of the fact that spiritism, astrology, 

and fortune-telling are all occult practices and the work of demons. 

 

It is also good to know that we are victorious through the blood of the Lamb and the 

words of our testimony.  The Lord Jesus taught us that we can and must cast out 

demons in His name. Our battle against the powers of evil is a victorious battle, and 

those who are with us are far greater than those who are against us.  We have a great 

High Priest and legions of angels on our side.  What great value to know how strong our 

position is in the great final battle before Jesus’ second coming.  Undoubtedly, angels 

have much work to do on earth at this time of terrible attacks by the Evil One.  When 

you read the paper it seems as if the world is full of sin and disasters, air pollution, 

hijacking, and murder.  (and this was written many years ago!) What a world!   Who is it 

who will conquer this world?  He who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” 

 

She continues, “John tells us that, and that means that you and I, who believe in Him, 

stand on the frontline of an enormous battle, not against flesh and blood but against the 

representatives of the Devil’s headquarters….In his book The Screwtape Letters, C. S. 

Lewis warns of two dangers. The uncle devil writes to his nephew, who works on earth, 

‘Ensure that people do not believe that we exist, that’s the first thing. But if people do 

know we exist, work in such a way that they have an unhealthy interest in us and think  
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and talk about us a lot.’”   

 

When we properly engage in spiritual warfare we are not focusing on the evil one; but  

rather on the power and the authority of Jesus that has been given to us who believe.  

We are joining the powers of heaven to defeat the darkness and to bring the light of 

Christ into the world.  For, we are told in 1 John 3:8, “The reason the Son of God 

appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”   And 1 John 5:4 tells us, “…. every child of 

God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith.” 

 

It is crucial for us to recognize that it is the intent of the enemy to sow discord and to 

bring disaster into the lives of God’s people.  With no exception.  It has always been 

thus.  Unfortunately, we of the western world do not place much credence in the 

demonic.  It’s not a part of our culture and many folks, even some Christians, refuse to 

believe that demons exist; or if they do that they have any power.  But people in third 

world cultures know better.  And that is because they deal with the demonic all the time.  

Just ask Godwill about his experiences back when he lived in Nigeria.  I was asked by 

someone if this means that we are all inhabited by demons.  No, it does not.  For most 

of us the danger lies in the spiritual battle that is constantly surrounding us, where the 

forces of evil are attempting to divert us from the path God has for us, to wreak havoc in 

our lives, and to separate us from God. 

 

It is not my intent to scare you or to put you off by talking about this this morning.  I do 

believe that God turned this sermon in this direction and that He is asking me to alert 

you to these dangers because they have become even more real and present.    I was 
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horrified a couple of weeks ago when I read an article about an after school program 

that has been introduced by the Satanic Temple and initiated in several states.  It’s 

called “After School with Satan”.  They are focusing on elementary schools, and the 

idea is to plant the seed of Satanism in children, to influence them to accept Satan and  

evil from an early age.  I looked for further information and came up with this: 

 

“Currently the number of After School Satan Clubs is limited, as the program is very  

new.  However, ASSC has generated a massive wave of interest immediately upon 

being announced.  Across the nation, parents are concerned about encroachments by 

proselytizing evangelicals in their public schools and are eager to establish the 

presence of a contrasting voice that helps children to understand that one doesn’t need 

to submit to superstition in order to be a good person.  Our goal, ultimately, is to place 

an ASSC in every school where the Good News Clubs, or other proselytizing religious 

groups have established a presence.” 

 

With this statement we can see that there has begun a huge pushback against 

Christians in our nation, and that for some Christianity has been reduced to superstition.  

This act alone is a declaration of outright war on Christianity.  And of even greater 

concern for us here in Massachusetts, the Satanic Temple has recently set up its 

international headquarters in Salem.  No surprise there, perhaps.  But we have a state 

university in Salem; never mind the rest of the population; many who think that witches 

and demons are fun and games; just a way to amuse themselves.    
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But if demons are not real and if they are not dangerous, why would Jesus have spent  

so much of his time delivering people from them?  Matthew 4:23 and following tells us, 

“Jesus traveled all through Galilee teaching in the Jewish synagogues, everywhere 

preaching the Good News about the Kingdom of Heaven.  And he healed every kind of 

sickness and disease.  The report of his miracles spread far beyond the borders of 

Galilee so that sick folk were soon coming to be healed from as far away as Syria.  And 

whatever their illness and pain, or if they were possessed by demons, or were insane, 

or paralyzed – he healed them all.”  If demons are not real, why would Jesus have said 

to his disciples, after he had sent them out to minister and they had come back with 

positive results; that he “saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven”?  We just need to 

be aware. 

 

In that vein, I would like to talk further with you about that comment that Corrie Ten 

Boom made, saying, “Many people are unaware of the fact that spiritism, astrology, and 

fortune-telling are all occult practices and the work of demons.”   It’s a very popular thing 

these days to go to a medium.  People are desperate to have a word from loved ones 

who have died, or to have a word for themselves.  They find comfort in it, and they think 

it is harmless.  But God makes it very plain in scripture that we are not to be engaging in 

these practices.  In Deuteronomy 18 Moses tells the people, “When you enter the land 

the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the 

nations there.  Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the 

fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or 

casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.  Anyone who  
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does these things is detestable to the Lord…” 

 

Yes, these mediums are hearing from spirits, but they are not from the Spirit of God.  In  

our scripture from Ephesians we are told that there are spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.  And this is as true today as it was in the time of the Apostle Paul.  So  

when we go to these mediums we are opening ourselves up to dangerous spiritual  

forces.  This is not something to be taken lightly.  Ever.  And, if we have already done 

so, we need to address and deal with it.  And I can tell you how. 

  

Okay.  Enough of the hard stuff.  The lesson here is that we are to be aware of the 

existence of demonic forces; however, we are not to focus on them.  Satan is a 

defeated enemy and because we belong to Jesus we have the power and authority that 

was granted to Jesus when he was victorious over Satan by his death on the cross.  We 

belong to a heavenly army and the way that we do battle against the darkness is 

through prayer.  And this is how we partner with God. 

 

Earlier I quoted a portion of a passage from Luke 10 where Jesus told his disciples that 

he saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven.  But there is more to that passage.  For 

after saying that Jesus said, “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy.”  And we are familiar with the 

scripture from Ephesians 1:19-20 that says, “I also pray that you will understand the 

incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty 

power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s 
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right hand in the heavenly realms.”  What these scriptures are telling us is that we 

believers have been given spiritual power and authority to deal with spiritual darkness.  

And the best way that we do that is through prayer. 

 

There are many levels to spiritual warfare prayer and I am not going to go into great 

detail this morning.  (But please, don’t hesitate to come to me with any questions you 

may have.  I’m not an expert, but I will do my best to answer them).  What I am going to 

do is to introduce you to a basic, simple strategy.  Scripture has set the stage for us 

already: 1 Peter 5:8 tells us, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.   Resist him, standing firm in 

the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the 

same kind of suffering.”  Standing firm in the faith means knowing the authority you 

have in Christ to command Satan to leave you alone.  James 4:7 also tells us to resist 

the devil: “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  

Come near to God and he will come near to you.”  Simply put, when you feel as if you 

are being overcome by temptation or negative influences, you tell the devil to take a 

hike in the name of Jesus.  That’s where the power is – in the name of Jesus.  It’s what 

Jesus did when he was being tempted and tested by Satan in the wilderness.  He said 

to him, “Get out of here, Satan….the scriptures say, “Worship only the Lord God.  Obey 

only him.’” 

 

But spiritual warfare is far more than telling the enemy to get out of our lives.  We have 

been given the spiritual authority to pray against the forces of darkness that we see all 
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around us.  Our prayer will involve coming against and rebuking those things in the 

world that we know are going against the will of God and, in the name and authority of 

Jesus claiming His victory over them.  There are many, many things going on in the 

world today that are spiritual attacks on God and on God’s people.  The deplorable state 

of our nation is one of them.  We need to stop giving up; we need to stop falling over 

and playing dead, hoping that the next time we look things will have improved.  We are 

in the midst of an all-out spiritual war and it’s heating up minute by minute.  Every day 

the news gets worse on multiple fronts.  And our first instinct is to draw back into our 

shells in fear, hoping against hope that someone, somewhere, somehow will fix it. 

 

But God is the only One who can fix the horrendous mess we are in.  And for some 

mysterious reason He has enlisted His people to take part in the ongoing spiritual battle.  

When Jesus was born the Kingdom of God invaded the earth.   That is what is meant 

when the scriptures tell us that John the Baptist called the people to “Repent, for the 

kingdom of God is near.”  The advent of Jesus was nothing short of a heavenly 

invasion.  And this invasion is God’s rescue operation.  According to Pastor and 

Christian writer John Eldridge, in his book on prayer called “Moving Mountains”, which is 

where I received this concept, “The invasion of the kingdom of God is something that is 

still unfolding, right now today….  Jesus has won [the battle], but his kingdom has – 

obviously – not fully come on this earth.”  This means that as Jesus’ followers we are 

supposed to be part of the mop-up operation, helping to bring about the final coming of 

the Kingdom. 
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I know this can be hard stuff to assimilate, but hopefully, it may help us to understand  

the great need for us to recognize the battle and to pray with the authority that we have 

been given in Jesus, understanding the critical time we are in and the mandate we have 

been given to partner with God in the cosmic struggle.  In our Ephesians scripture we 

are told to clothe ourselves with the armor of God and to stand firm in our battle against 

the darkness.  And we need never give in to fear because of this battle, for our 

Philippians scripture makes it plain that we are being admonished to let go of our 

anxiety and to pray about everything; and that when we do God’s peace that passes all 

understanding will guard our hearts and our minds as we live in Christ Jesus. 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious God, help us to understand this difficult concept of spiritual 

warfare.  Help us to let go of our fears and to join You in the battle.  May we come to 

fully understand the spiritual authority that we have in Jesus and make the commitment 

to partner with the Godhead to help to push back the darkness and to allow more of 

Your Light to permeate this dark world.  In Jesus’ powerful name.  Amen. 

 


