
LIVING FOR GOD: GIVING IN TO GOD 

Luke 9:23-25; Galatians 2:20 

 

We have begun a new series this fall, where we are going to be talking about Living for 

God.  Last week we acknowledged the reason for our being; for our very existence; which 

is, to glorify God, to worship Him, and to enjoy Him forever.  And then we explored all the 

different ways that we worship God in our daily living.  This week we’re going to think about 

the ways that we resist God; ways in which we are not giving in to the reason for our 

existence; how we may be preventing God from working His Will in our lives. 

 

Do you remember as a child being made to go to bed when you didn’t want to?  I frankly 

don’t think there are many children who do want to go to bed when they are told to.  And 

there are many children who absolutely refuse to give in, making bedtime a special sort of 

hell for their parents.  In fact, poet Robert Louis Stevenson captured this syndrome quite 

well in his children’s poem: “Bed By Day”: 

In winter I get up at night  

And dress by yellow candle-light.  

In summer, quite the other way,  

I have to go to bed by day.  

 

I have to go to bed and see  

The birds still hopping on the tree,  

Or hear the grown-up people's feet  

Still going past me in the street.  

 

And does it not seem hard to you,  

When all the sky is clear and blue,  

And I should like so much to play,  

To have to go to bed by day? 
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There is something inherent in the human nature that resists being told what to do; 

especially when we cannot see the purpose of it.  It’s hard enough sometimes, even when 

we do see the purpose of it.  For example, the doctor has told us that we need to lose 

weight and we know we have to begin watching what we eat – refusing that sweet dessert 

or that extra roll.  And, just because we know it’s something that we really need to do; that 

we have actually been told to do; we suddenly find it almost impossible to carry out our 

good intentions.  And that is because there resides within us humans a rebellious spirit; a 

spirit that took up residence when Eve succumbed to the temptation of the serpent and ate 

of the forbidden fruit.  Ever since then men and women have conspired to do their own 

thing and go their own way, regardless of the commandments and warnings of their God.  

Theologically, it’s known as original sin.  And every single one of us is caught up in it.  It’s 

also known as the human condition. 

 

I concluded last week’s message by quoting from 1 Cor. 12:7, The Message translation: 

“’Each person is given something to do that shows who God is.”  And the sin part comes  

in when we ignore the work of God in our lives; refusing to pay attention and to consider  

what His purposes for us might be.  As I’ve said so many times before, we are not random 

specks of protoplasm inhabiting the universe.  We are not even random children of God.  

We were created by God for this time and this place; and for reasons that may be beyond 

our current ability to grasp. 

 

In our scripture from Luke Jesus makes it very plain that if we want to be his followers we 

must cease thinking about ourselves first; we must cease living our lives being concerned 
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with only our own wants and needs.  And we talked a little about this last week.  The cross 

is a symbol of death; and what Jesus is saying when he tells us to take up our cross daily is 

that every day we need to make the effort to put to death our self-centered thoughts; our 

self-centered needs and concerns; and focus on Him and on the work of the Kingdom; 

which will probably include those with whom we are the closest.  We should be asking 

ourselves each morning, “What is Jesus wanting me to do this day?  How would He have 

me be praying?  Who is it that He wants me to reach out to?  Does He perhaps want me to 

forgo that new item I’ve contemplated buying so that I might have the means to help 

someone in their distress?  And, most importantly, how does He want to be working in my 

life, bringing healing and freeing me up from my guilt, my shame, my anger, or my pain? 

 

Whether we sit in God’s presence by ourselves at home or if we join others here in God’s 

sanctuary, God is always waiting to communicate with us.  He is always ready to fill us with 

His love and His peace.  But in order for us to be present to Him in a way that He can 

communicate with us, we need to have a humble heart.  We need to be prepared to lay 

down our pride, our prejudice, our fear and anxiety and, above all, our inherent need to 

control. 

 

We spoke last week about how we belong to Jesus.  He has purchased us with the blood of 

his sacrifice on the cross.  We don’t just believe in Him, we BELONG to Him, in much the 

same way that our children and grandchildren belong to us.  Now, we know what it’s like to 

attempt to deal with a strong-willed three year old who is bound and determined to get his 

or her own way, regardless of the cost.  We know what it’s like to warn a child not to do 
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something, such as touch a hot stove or run into the street, only to have them do it anyway.  

They had to see for themselves; they had to test their boundaries.  We are responsible for 

these little children who are in our lives in whatever relationship we may have with them.  

They belong to us in the sense that they have been given to us in sacred trust to train them 

up in the way they should go.  They haven’t been given to us to manage and control; but 

we have been given the responsibility of nurturing them and keeping them safe. 

 

In much the same way the Father has given us to Jesus.  We are His responsibility.  And I  

would be willing to bet the moon that most of us, at one time or another, probably many 

times, from God’s point of view, have acted like strong-willed three year olds.  We think we 

know what we want from life and we are prepared to attempt any means to get it.  We can 

have a one-track mind when it comes down to having our needs and wants met. 

 

Now, it may be difficult for us to truly comprehend our Galatians scripture that proclaims, “I 

have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”  I know that it 

took a lot of years for me to really get it.  Crucified with Christ!  What does that mean?  It 

doesn’t sound very “user friendly”!   But actually, a partial explanation of that proclamation 

follows in chapter 5 of Galatians: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 

sinful nature with its passions and desires”.  Meaning that we have come to the place 

where we are able to cease being controlled by our desires and passions; that we have 

come to a place where we can set them aside if need be and allow the Will of the Father to 

be worked out in our lives.  And make no mistake about it!  God is always attempting to 

bring about His Will for us.  Even those of us who are far along in years are not “home  
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free.”  God never, and I mean never, stops attempting to work His Will in our lives. 

 

Of course, we have good desires and passions, as well as bad ones.  We spoke last week  

about how we actually worship God when we enjoy the passions and good gifts He has 

given us.  And that is still very true.  However, we have to be careful that we don’t spend so 

much time enjoying them that we fail to pursue spiritual growth; because oftentimes it’s the 

good things that we pursue at the expense of growing ourselves spiritually that keep us 

from experiencing the better things that God would like to bring into our lives.  Sometimes 

it’s a balancing act. 

 

And also, within the surrounding context of this verse from Galatians, the Apostle Paul is 

talking about our ceasing our attempts to gain acceptance with God by trying to keep His 

law by doing everything right.  Because, we can never successfully do so.  Human beings 

that we are, indwelt with the original sin of a rebellious spirit, we are unable to get God’s 

laws and commands right all the time, no matter how hard we may try.   

 

But when we give our lives to Christ, and His Holy Spirit lives in us, we have the ability to 

make the choice to allow Him to change us from the inside out.  When we come to the 

place where we can allow Jesus to “take over” we enable His Holy Spirit to work in and 

through us to bring us into line with God’s plan for us, for the purpose of growing us and 

also for growing His Kingdom.  Because we belong to Jesus we have new hearts by the 

indwelling power of the Spirit, and our sin nature will have less and less influence over our 

lives. 
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God is and always has been in the process of growing us into the person He created us to 

be; the person He had in mind before time began.  As we are told in Ephesians 2:10: “For 

we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.”  Therefore, to be our real self; that self that God created us to be 

for eternity; is the goal.  And because that is the goal, sometimes we find ourselves in a 

place where we need to let go of the agenda we may have mapped out for ourselves.  

Giving in to God means letting God have His way in our lives.  

 

Hear our scripture passage from Luke as translated in The Message: “Anyone who intends 

to come with me has to let me lead.  You’re not in the driver’s seat – I am.  Don’t run from 

suffering; embrace it.  Follow me and I’ll show you how.  Self-help is no help at all.   Self-

sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self.  What good would it do to 

get everything you want and lose you, the real you?” 

 

God knows who the real you is.  It doesn’t matter how old or how young we are, how infirm 

or robust we may be, God is always working in our lives for the purpose of molding us into 

our true selves; the real us; the person He has created us to be; and that we may have 

messed up by our stubborn three- year- old insistence on having our own way.  And 

surprisingly, when we are old and possibly infirm, thinking that we are of no use to God or 

anyone else; that is the precise time when God has a golden opportunity to do the work He 

may have been attempting to do for years.  Because it is then that we cannot be distracted 

or led astray by responsibilities and busyness.  So don’t give up, but give in: give in to God.  

For, if we rail against our circumstances, no matter what those circumstances may be, we 
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are resisting God; we are blocking His attempts to further mold and smooth out our 

character.  Many lifetime mistakes and heartaches can be relinquished and healed when  

we submit to being in the place God has put us.   

 

God loves us with an everlasting love and He is always attempting to bring about the best  

for our lives.  What may appear to be senseless suffering from our point of view may, in  

fact, be God’s way of accomplishing His eternal purposes in our lives.  As the Apostle Paul 

declares in 2 Corinthians 4:16 and following: “….Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on 

what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal.” 

 

You know, I think that sometimes we pray and pray for enlightenment for a certain situation 

or for obtaining a certain outcome, and we become confused when we don’t feel that we 

are hearing from God.  When perhaps, in reality, there is something else that God wants to 

bring to our attention.  There may be something in our character that needs work or 

something in our circumstances that needs to change before He can bring about the best  

answer to our prayer.  And we need to give in to that. 

 

So, no matter how old we get, God still has work to do in us.  We’ll never be perfect this 

side of heaven, no matter how hard we may try.  But I am reminded of the Apostle Paul’s 

greeting to the Philippians that included these words: “And I am certain that God, who 
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began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day 

when Christ Jesus returns.” 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious God, how blessed we are that You have chosen us to be your 

children, that You have bought us with an exorbitant price, and that we belong to Your Son.  

Help us to give up our incessant need for control, that we may give in to the special call and 

touch that You have for each one of our lives.  And may we never cease being aware of the 

great and unending love that You have for each of us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 


