
THE COMING OF GOD: THE WORD MADE FLESH 

Scripture Reading: John 11-14 

 

 

Christmas means many things to many people and Christians have become increasingly 

frustrated over the years because of the gross commercialization of the holiday and the fact 

that it’s become more about Santa Claus than about Jesus.  And even worse, there are 

elements in our society who are demanding that Jesus be removed from the holiday.  Which 

is, in itself, quite ludicrous.  How do you take Jesus out of Christmas when even the name 

embodies who He is?   

 

But when you think about it, it’s not so strange that this celebration of the birth of Jesus has 

morphed into a largely pagan holiday.  For, the actual celebration came from such a 

beginning and has never really quite left it behind.  As I shared in my Pastor’s Page, it is 

believed that Pope Julius I decided to replace the pagan winter solstice feast in honor of 

Mithra, the “Unconquered Sun” with a new feast, celebrating the “Sun of Righteousness” in 

the hope that it would make Christianity more meaningful to pagan converts.  We will talk 

about when Jesus probably was born a little further on. 

 

History.Com informs us that “Christmas is both a sacred religious holiday and a worldwide 

cultural and commercial phenomenon. For two millennia, people around the world have been 

observing it with traditions and practices that are both religious and secular in nature.”  We 

are told that centuries back Christmas was celebrated throughout other parts of the world  
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with wild parties that resembled Mardi Gras.    

 

There is no biblical background for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, and indeed, it was for that 

reason that the Pilgrims and Puritans refused to celebrate Christmas.  Christmas was just 

another working day for them.  In fact, in 1644 the Massachusetts Legislature passed a law 

saying that anyone caught celebrating Christmas would be subject to a fine; and Christmas 

only became a national holiday here in America in 1870.   

 

So I was thinking that instead of getting ourselves all in a lather about the hijacking of 

Christmas by our consumer society, which really isn’t a new thing after all, perhaps we 

should accept the fact that Christmas has become a dualistic holiday; as indeed it appears it 

always has been; and that there is the pagan, or secular, celebration and the Christian 

celebration.  And let it go at that.  There are plenty of other things with which we need to be 

concerned and which we can do something about. 

 

However, along with this understanding should come our own self-evaluation as to how 

deeply we may become involved with the pagan celebration at the expense of experiencing 

the deep beauty of the wondrous story of Jesus’ birth.  There are many holiday expectations 

that, despite our best intentions, manage every year to rob us of the joy and the peace that 

we long to experience.  And it has been pointed out by someone that the biggest theft of all 

will be the taking away by secular pressure of any spiritual growth we that might stand to gain 

during this special season.   Also, if we are going to accept this Christmas dichotomy we 

should be aware of all the reasons for our spiritual celebration.  Now obviously, we do know 
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that we are celebrating the birth of our Savior.  But what might the deeper implications be?  

What might be the implications of the coming of Jesus for our society and our world, here 

and now?  Why is it so important that God came to dwell among His people? 

 

Let’s consult our scripture; for today’s scripture reading contains one of the greatest truths to 

be found in God’s Word to His people.  It tells us that Jesus was pre-existent with the Father 

before time began and that through Him everything in our present world was created.  It tells 

us that our true life, our spiritual life, comes from and through Him, but that the dark world; 

the secular world; cannot make head nor tails of it.  For those living in spiritual darkness this 

truth of God’s coming appears to be preposterous.  They simply cannot understand it.  And 

that is why so much of our Christmas celebration has become secular. 

 

Along with much of the theology found in the New Testament, the Apostle John uses words 

and understanding of his time to help his readers comprehend God’s truths.  And that helps 

us to understand why Jesus is called the “Word”.  The Greek term for “word” is “logos”.  

Theologian RC Sproul explains that, “In Greek philosophy, the logos remains an impersonal 

force, a lifeless and abstract philosophical concept that is a necessary [prerequisite] for the 

cause of order and purpose in the universe.”  And he adds,   “All attempts to translate the 

word Logos have suffered from some degree of inadequacy. No English word is able to 

capture the fullness of John's Logos when he declared that the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us.  Attempts have been made by philosophers to translate Logos as logic, act, or 

deed—all of which are inadequate definitions.” 
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He continues, “God's Logos does include action. The Logos is the eternal Word in action. But  

it is no irrational action or sheer expression of feeling. It is the divine Actor, acting in creation 

and redemption in a coherent way, who is announced in John's Gospel.  That the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us is the startling conclusion of John's prologue. The cosmic 

Christ enters our humanity. It is the supreme moment of visitation of the eternal with the 

temporal, the infinite with the finite, the unconditioned with the conditioned.” 

 

So John, in his gospel, was making the point that in Jesus we have a different form of 

“logos.”  Jesus is not an impersonal force in the universe.  He is a Person.  He is Life itself.  

And He is our life; He is the Light that shines in a dark world.  He is the Eternal God who has 

come down to dwell among us.  And it’s most interesting to note that the word that we 

translate as “dwell” is actually taken from the Greek word that means “to tabernacle.” 

 

Dr. David R. Reagan wrote a fascinating article on this subject explaining the deeper 

meaning of this “tabernacling” of God.   Using hints and time factors given in the scriptures 

he places the actual time of Jesus’ birth in the fall; probably in late September or early 

October.  And many other scholars would agree with him.  For, among other things, the fact 

that the sheep were grazing in the fields is evidence that the birth did not occur during the 

winter.  For the sheep would have been brought home from pasture during the cold months.  

The Jewish feast of Tabernacles, or Succot, also known as Feast of Booths, is celebrated in 

the autumn and Reagan concluded that when God came to earth to dwell, or to tabernacle, 

among men it appears that He timed His arrival in the Bethlehem manger to coincide with the 

Feast of Tabernacles; and that that was only appropriate, for the Feast of Tabernacles is the 
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most joyous of all the Jewish feasts and is, in fact, their feast of Thanksgiving.  And he adds, 

“The total meaning of that feast will not be fulfilled until the Lord returns again to tabernacle 

among Men for a thousand years while He reigns over the earth from Mt. Zion in Jerusalem.” 

 

How awesome that God came to tabernacle with His people during the Feast of  

Tabernacles that He initially gave to His people!  There are so many deeper meanings in the 

Bible that we miss with just a cursory reading; that we don’t understand because we are 

unfamiliar with the Jewish culture of that time.   However, from scripture it has been made 

very clear that the God of the universe, the Creator of everything that is CAME DOWN to 

dwell among His created beings.  No other perceived god in the history of mankind has ever 

done that.  And, of course, the question has to be, “Why would He do that?” 

 

For, after all, our human track record hasn’t been so great.  From Adam and Eve declaring 

independence from God in the Garden by disobeying His command to not eat of the fruit of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, to the Israelites complaining to God after He freed 

them from bondage in Egypt because they missed their cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions 

and garlic, to their refusing to go into the Promised Land when He told them to and then, 

when they did, to disobey Him by turning their backs on Him and worshiping pagan idols; 

there doesn’t seem to be a great reason for God to want to have anything to do with them.  

And that only minutely covers the time before Jesus.  What has happened after His coming, 

including our present time, could fill volumes upon volumes of reasons why God wouldn’t 

want anything to do with the human race. 
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And there is really only one reason why God would become flesh and dwell among His  

people; and that is because He loved them.  He loves us.  And, He knows that we need to be 

rescued.  In fact, immediately after Adam and Eve led the whole human race astray in the 

Garden, God promised to put His rescue plan into place.  Way back in Genesis 3:15 He 

declared, speaking to the Serpent, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.”  This is 

the first prediction of the coming of Jesus in the Bible. 

 

So, basically, the coming of God, the coming of Jesus, to dwell among us is God’s great 

rescue mission.   And there’s nothing ethereal or mystical about it.  Granted, it is a mystery; it 

is something that our finite minds cannot fully comprehend.  But God’s rescue mission is a 

blood and guts affair.  Jesus’ ministry on earth was incredibly gutsy; and his death on the 

cross was horrible and bloody.  He was God but he became FLESH.  And he endured all the 

suffering and pain known to mankind.  Nevertheless, he defeated the power of Satan through 

his victory on the cross; he has continued to fight for his people up until this present time; and 

he will continue to do so in the future. 

 

And that is because, as I’ve mentioned before, the birth of Jesus was nothing short of a 

cosmic invasion.  And, as I also quoted in a sermon a few weeks back, from Pastor John 

Eldredge in his book “Moving Mountains”, “The invasion of the Kingdom of God is something 

that is still unfolding, right now, today.”  Jesus came to earth to rescue His people and He is 

still rescuing us.   And, oh, how we need rescuing!  We need rescuing from selfishness and 

greed; from fear and anxiety, from desperation and despair.  We need rescuing in our 
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physical, emotional, and mental distress.  We need rescuing from our past.  We need 

rescuing from the times we are in.  

 

But most of all, we need rescuing from ourselves!  We need rescuing from the self that wants 

life to be easy and to go the way we want it to go; from the self that wants what we want 

when we want it, even if it might be at the expense of others; from the self that doesn’t want 

to give in to God.  And sometimes our human condition can appear hopeless to us.  But it is 

then that we need to remember God’s promise, given to us in our Scripture from the Gospel 

of John, as translated in “The Message”: 

 

“The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person entering Life he brings into Light.  He was in 

the world, the world was there through him, and yet the world didn’t even notice.”  (sound like 

today?)  “He came to his own people, but they didn’t want him.  But whoever did want him, 

who believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, he made to be their true 

selves, their child-of-God selves.  These are the God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not flesh-

begotten, not sex-begotten.  The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 

neighborhood.  We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like 

Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish.” 

 

I love it!  Jesus has moved into the neighborhood!  Shall we send along a welcoming  

committee?  A welcome basket?  Shall we invite Him to church?  Shall we pray for Him?  

Just what shall we do?  I suggest that what we need to do is to take some time to prepare. 

 



8 
 

It was the job of John the Baptist to testify to the coming of God’s light into the world  

and many people were given the opportunity to prepare themselves to receive this light.  For 

us, Advent is a time set aside that we may prepare ourselves to once again receive the light.  

Most certainly the Light never leaves us; however, we tend to leave the Light.  That is, we 

tend to cover and quench the Light that is our true Life beneath our temporal life’s cares, 

busyness, and pleasure.  And when that happens, we can find ourselves running low in the 

faith and hope department.   

 

But we always have reason for hope and for joy.  And the reason is that because God came 

down and dwelt among us; because Jesus died and rose from the dead; God’s power has 

been unleashed in the world and is available 24/7 to those who know, love, and obey Him.  

That is the awesome implication of the coming of Jesus for our society and our world, here 

and now.  And that is why we should take the time to prepare once again for the celebration 

of His coming.  May you experience a very blessed Advent season! 

 

Let Us Pray: Gracious God, words cannot express the wonder we feel when we think about 

You, the Mighty Awesome God of the universe, humbling Yourself to come and live among 

Your children.  And it wasn’t just when You came down as a tiny baby; You still come to us 

every day.  Help us, we pray, to quiet our hearts and minds during this Advent season that 

we might once again have our spirits renewed by Your mercy and Your love.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 
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