
WHAT’S A PERSON TO DO? 

Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 2:13; Daniel 2:20-22 

 

 

In the early days of the American colonies it was the custom for Congregational ministers to 

preach Election Day sermons.  On May 25, 1774, the Rev. Gad Hitchcock, first minister of 

the Hanson Church, which was at the time the West Parish of Pembroke, preached an 

Election Day sermon before the House of Representatives in Boston. The "Bryantville 

News", dated Aug. 1912, had this to say about the occasion:  [the Rev. Hitchcock] took for 

his text Proverbs 29:2 (When the righteous thrive (or are in authority), the people rejoice; 

when the wicked rule, the people groan).   His theme was "The Reign of the 

Wicked".   Much to the surprise of Dr. Hitchcock, Gov. Gage was present.  (Now, bear in 

mind, at this point in time America was still a British colony and Gov. Gage was “in 

charge”.)  His friends urged him to change his sermon but his reply, 'My sermon is written 

and will not be changed', was characteristic of the man.  Gov. Gage was angry of course, 

but that did not trouble Pastor Hitchcock in the least, for the approbation of the House of 

Representatives was what he coveted most, the majority of whom was apparently loyal to 

the cause of the colonists...."  

 

The modern copy of the sermon is 32 ½ typewritten pages and is a little difficult to 

understand in many places, due to the language of the day.  But what I want to point out 

here is how the Rev. Hitchcock, representing God’s church, stood strong and fearless 

before the representative of the British Crown, and proclaimed what he perceived as God’s 
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truth in the matter at hand.  I would like to share with you just one paragraph of this 

amazing document: 

“In a mixed government, such as the British, public virtue and religion, in the several 

branches, though they may not be exactly of a mind in every measure, will be the security 

of order and tranquility – corruption and venality, the certain source of confusion and misery 

to the state.  This form of government, in the opinion of subjects and strangers, is happily 

calculated for the preservation of the Rights and Liberties of mankind. – Much, however, 

depends on union; and the concern of every part to pursue the great ends of government.  

When each department center their views in the same point, and act in their proper 

direction and character, as the ministers of providence, for the promotion of human 

happiness, things go well – the Rights of the people are secured, and they are contented.  

Gladness fills their heart and sparkles in their countenance! 

 

But there may be a failure in some one or more of the governing parts in respect to public 

measures, and the art of governing.  And when this happens, though it be but in one, since 

each part is strictly necessary to constitute the legislative body – it greatly wounds the state 

– embarrasses affairs – and is productive of general uneasiness and discontent.  The 

people soon feel inconveniences rising from jars and interference among their rulers – and 

as they have an indubitable right, they take it upon them, to judge what, and how far any 

thing is so, and where to fix the blame.” 

 

These words were written before we ever had a Constitution; indeed, before we ever  

were a nation.  They were written a year before the shot heard ‘round the world was even  
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fired.  And yet, they are as pertinent to our current state of affairs as if they were written 

today.  For we are living in a time when our government is failing badly; when it is not 

functioning as was originally intended; when God has been taken out of the governing 

equation; when the American people are feeling jars and inconveniences on all sides.  And 

what are we to do?  Often the leaders we have elected after careful thought and 

consideration end up betraying us.  Corruption in our government has reached 

unprecedented levels.  Although quite frankly, I believe the reason that it appears 

unprecedented is that so much that was hidden for so long is currently being exposed.  The 

cover has been torn off the sewer, and the filth is running all over the place. 

 

The two candidates running for the privilege of leading our nation are less than exemplary.  

I have heard so many people moan, “how could this happen?”  “How did we ever end up 

with these two candidates?”  Indeed, it is common knowledge that they are the most 

unpopular candidates that this nation has ever had.  Now, there are many, many reasons 

why we find ourselves at this terrifying crossroads in our national life.  But the underlying 

cause, I think, is quite clear: as a people we have allowed this to happen.  We have gotten 

what we deserve.  We have stood apathetically by and allowed God to be removed from 

public life.  And, along with many other factors, the Church, that is, the Church Universal, 

must acknowledge her culpability.  For over the years the Church in America has become 

ingrown and lazy.  The people of God have become more interested in personal prosperity 

and material growth than in bringing the Gospel to unbelievers.  The Church has patterned 

herself after the world, while at the same time neglecting to interface with the world. 
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Our scripture from Jeremiah very aptly describes our situation: From the Message  

Translation: “My people have committed a compound sin: they’ve walked out on me, the 

fountain of fresh flowing waters, and then dug cisterns –cisterns that leak, cisterns that are 

no better than sieves.”  In trying to do things in our own way, in our own strength, and in our 

own understanding; in following the ways of the world, we have “dug our own wells”, so to 

speak, and alienated ourselves from the God who is sovereign over His entire Creation.  

However, for us to stand around wringing our hands over our situation and crying “woe is 

me!” is to deny the power, the justice, the love, and the truth of our God.  We must make it 

a point to remember that our God is always, always, in the process of redemption.   Our 

national history is proof of that fact. 

   

For you know what?  This is not the first time that our country or the Church has been in 

this situation.  We tend, I think, to assume that our country has always been a bastion of 

Christian influence; but an examination of history shows it to be otherwise.  Dr. David 

Jeremiah speaks of this in his current book, “Is This the End?: Signs of God’s Providence in 

a Disturbing New World”: “As dire as our present time appears, America has been at this 

low point before.  We are prone to think our days are worse than those preceding us, 

but….America’s history is pockmarked with periods of spiritual jeopardy.  Like ancient 

Judah, our nation has repeatedly sunk to the depths only to be saved from itself by timely 

seasons of revival. That’s the grace of God!  Perhaps a brief examination of past 

awakenings will help prepare us for a coming revival.” 

 

And then Dr. Jeremiah goes on to speak of the great spiritual revivals, or Great  
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Awakenings, that have taken place in our nation.  He quotes J. Stephen Lang and Mark  

Noll in their assertion that for the early New Englanders, religious and social history were 

inseparable; and that it was assumed since the landing of the Pilgrims in 1620 that the 

settlers were (or should be) Christians, and that God would bless the building up of a godly 

commonwealth in the new land.  Then he tells how one historian claims that “The colonies 

were “the most Protestant, Reformed and Puritan commonwealths in the world.”  However, 

“throughout the 1600’s the spiritual and moral condition of the Colonies declined at a rate 

that alarmed genuine believers.” 

 

I love what comes next in Dr. Jeremiah’s book.  He paraphrases a sermon preached in 

1702 by Increase Mather, a prominent Puritan Boston Minister, which he says could be 

preached by a pastor today: “We are the posterity of godly people, our forefathers who 

followed the Lord.  But look at how the glory is departing.  You that are aged can remember 

fifty years ago when the churches were in their glory.  Is there not a sad decay of that 

glory?  What a change there has been!  Time was when the churches were beautiful.  

Many people were converted and willingly declared what God had done for their souls.  

And there were added to the churches daily such as should be saved.  But conversions 

have become rare in this day.  Look into the pulpits and see if there is such a glory as there 

once was.  The glory is gone. The special design of providence in the country seems to be 

now over.  We may weep to think about it.”  Those words were written 314 years ago, and 

yet the church in America still stands. 

 

However, the reason it still stands is because time and time again God has brought it back  
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from the brink with revival: with the Great Awakenings.  Unfortunately, time precludes my 

going into these awakenings in any great depth.  The First Great Awakening occurred from 

the 1720’s through the 1740’s and had a great deal to so with setting the groundwork for 

the American Revolution.  The Second Great Awakening took place in the early 1800’s.  

And I will comment on that.  Dr. Jeremiah records that by that time society had become 

godless.  He tells that “During the [first] Great Awakening, as many as 40 to 50 percent of 

the population attended church, but by the 1790’s the number was down to 5 to 10 percent 

– far fewer than even today.” And he added, “John Marshall, the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court, wrote to ‘Bishop Madison’ and said, ‘The church is too far gone ever to be 

redeemed.’ Overseas in France, Voltaire predicted that ‘in two generations Christianity 

would altogether disappear.”  One historian wrote that “The last two decades of the 

eighteenth century were the darkest period, spiritually and morally, in the history of 

American Christianity.”  But we might have to amend that assessment to include our own 

time. 

 

Out of the Second Great Awakening came the American Bible Society, the American 

Sunday School Union, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 

American Tract Society, the American Temperance Society, the American Baptist Home 

Missionary Society and many other organizations and societies that took the Gospel in 

word and deed around the world.”  

 

The cycle went ‘round again and America again descended into spiritual apathy and 

godlessness.  And then in 1857 another national revival broke out.  This occurred when a 
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New York businessman named Jeremiah Lanphier announced that there would be a prayer 

meeting held on September 23, 1857 in a Dutch Reformed Church on Fulton St.  There 

was hardly anyone at the first meeting; however, within a few months more than fifty 

thousand people a day were gathering for prayer all over New York.  At the height of the 

revival offices and stores across the nation closed for prayer at noon.  Out of this revival  

came the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), and Moody Bible Institute.   

 

And there were even revivals that broke out during the Civil War in both armies.  These 

revivals birthed the ministry of military chaplains.  Then, in the early 1900’s a global revival 

began in Wales.  This led to the Azusa Street Revival in California that initiated the 

Pentecostal movement.   And most of us remember the Jesus Movement from the 1970’s.  

Dr. Jeremiah’s assessment is that “Their songs have changed the way we worship, adding 

fresh notes to our hymnody and giving us a new era of Christian music.” 

 

So we can readily see that when it appears to be spiritually the darkest God, in His infinite 

grace, has sent the fire of His Holy Spirit to re-ignite His people.  As bad as everything 

appears to be going; as difficult as our choices of leadership may be; we must always bear 

in mind that no political leader is ever going to be our savior.  As I’ve said before, the only 

One who can fix the terrible mess we are in is Almighty God.  And we also must understand 

that biblical history shows that God will allow a people to sink to the depths in order for 

them to realize their need for rescue.  And the only way we can be rescued is for us to get 

on our spiritual knees before God in repentance for all the ways in which we, as the 

Church, and as members of a free society ordained by God, have allowed God and our  
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freedoms to be taken out of the public square. 

 

So, what’s a person to do?  It would be easy for us to despair for our nation.  But we need 

not do that, for when we look in the right place we will find hope.  Our scripture from Daniel 

paints a picture for us of the sovereignty of our God: “Wisdom and power are his.  He 

changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.”  In other words, no 

matter what happens with this election, God is in control.  If we ask, He will give us wisdom 

and knowledge.  And if we seek to go deeper with God He will reveal spiritual things to us 

at a deeper level.  We are a part of the progression of God’s plan to redeem His Creation.  

We do not have to fear that the Church will not survive.  We do not have to fear that we will 

not survive.  However, in order for us to be delivered from the great mess that we are in we 

must acknowledge our transgressions and ask God for mercy and forgiveness.  

Repentance is not just acknowledgement of our sin; true repentance means a turning 

around – a turning back to God; an acknowledgment that our God is sovereign in all things.   

 

And I would like to end this sermon by opening up a time for us to turn to God, 

acknowledging the ways we have failed to be His people, asking for mercy, praying for our 

election process, and pleading for revival.  For, as He has told us in 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If 

my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land.”  I will begin and then I would ask, if you feel so moved, to add your 

prayer…. 
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