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Arise, shine, for your light has come!  It’s a dark world:  People struggling to make a 

living; people being unjustly taxed; people toiling under the yoke of the law; people 

being crucified because of their religious persuasion.  We read about it all in the daily 

headlines or hear it on our newscasts.  However, in actuality, these would have been 

the headlines had there been such a thing when Jesus was born.  For, Jesus was born 

into a time of darkness that was much the same as the time in which we are now living.  

The Prophet Isaiah foretold this time of darkness and the coming of the Son of God, 

proclaiming, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.  For those who live 

in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.” 

 

The world has always been a dark place.  Human nature being what it is, there has 

always been a struggle for justice, mercy, peace, and love.  However, way back in the 

time of Moses God told His people, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 

terrified…. for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 

you."  And later on, again through Moses, in one of the first prophesies of the coming of 

Jesus, the people were told, “I will raise up a prophet like you [Moses] from among their 

fellow Israelites.  I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell the people everything I 

command him.” 

 

God sent His Son to earth to show the world the love of the Father.  God sent His  



Son into the world to defeat the Spirit of Darkness.  God sent His Son into the world to 

bring His people to Himself.  Earthly living is not an easy thing.  There are pitfalls and 

tragedies; temptations; and unforeseen circumstances; and so much that is out of our 

control.  But when we come to the manger and pay homage to this Child sent by God to 

save us from our sins, (for that is what the name “Jesus” means: that He will save His 

people from their sins); when we come to the manger and receive this Child into our 

hearts, the Light that we receive will begin to dispel the darkness that surrounds us and 

give us the hope and the courage that we need to live our lives in strength and 

wholeness and love. 

 

During this season of spiritual renewal I would urge you, if you have not already done 

so, to turn to God in earnest.  For, our God stands between us and the terrifying events 

of our dark world.  But He has told us that we must acknowledge His presence and we 

must turn to Him.  We must repent of our sins before Him, ask for His forgiveness, and 

trust that He is always present to guide and protect us in our earthly journey. This 

Christmas let yourself be drawn into the Light that came down that first Christmas day.  

Let yourself be enfolded in the Love of God and receive the hope and the Love that was 

given to all mankind. 

 

The scriptures tell us that the darkness has not understood the light.  And it never will.  

But as each of us undertakes the responsibility to receive God’s light and to display that 

light to the world, the darkness will begin to recede.  For as we will shortly observe, one 

small candle that lights another will push back the darkness very quickly.  So let us 



open our hearts to the Holy Child this Christmas Eve, asking Him in to be Lord of our 

lives, and allowing His light to pour forth on a dark world.  As you light your candle I 

would encourage you, if you have never done so, to invite this Holy Child into your heart 

and surrender your life to Him.  And if you would like to know more about giving your life 

to the Savior we invite you to join us in our weekly worship as we come together to seek 

God’s face.  May you all have a most blessed Christmas; and as you go about your 

festivities may you be aware of and celebrate the Light that has come into the world this 

Christmastide.  

 

 


