
THE COMING OF GOD: HOW SHALL WE RESPOND? 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-45 

 

 

What would you do if one day out of the blue an apparition that called itself the Angel 

Gabriel appeared to you and told you that you were going to be a parent of the Son of 

God?  I’ve been thinking about Mary; in fact we talked about her at length during Bible 

study this past week.  For I’m having a bit of a hard time fathoming her incredible 

response to the announcement of the Angel Gabriel that she was going to bear God’s 

Son.  I mean, how do you get to a point in your life when you are able to believe 

something that appears to be totally irrational?  How do you get to a point where you 

can willingly accept something that is not only going to turn your life upside down, but 

that is going to totally change the fabric of your life going forward?   

 

Because, that’s what Mary did.  And we have to remember that Mary was probably only 

somewhere between 12 and 15 years old.  How was Mary able to assimilate and accept 

the message of the Angel Gabriel?  How was she able to respond with joy and 

amazement as revealed in the verses following our scripture from Luke: “My soul 

glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the 

humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the 

Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name.” 

 

We’re so familiar with the Christmas story that we tend, I think, to gloss over many of  
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the deeper implications.  For example, do we ever consider that the outcome of our 

familiar story depended upon the responses of those God had chosen to be the central 

figures of His plan of redemption?  What would have happened if Mary had looked upon 

the angel from an earthly perspective and had decided that the Angel Gabriel was a 

figment of her imagination?  Or, what if her reply had been, “No thanks; it’s an honor 

and all that; but I really don’t think I want the responsibility of being mother to the Son of 

God.  And besides, what will people think?  I will probably be stoned if I am found to be 

pregnant out of wedlock.  And, if not, what about the future?  What will this do to the life 

I have been planning to lead?  Thanks, but no thanks! 

 

And what about Joseph?  He stood to lose a great deal from this unexpected situation in 

his life.  The Bible tells us in Matthew 1 that Joseph was a righteous man.  Now, for the 

Jews of that time this meant that he was zealous in keeping the law.  So we know that 

Joseph was upright and law-abiding.  But there had to have been more to his character 

than that, because being zealous in keeping the law can easily lead to legalism; which 

would have meant that Joseph would have accused Mary publicly of breaking the law 

by committing adultery.  And the penalty for committing adultery at that time was public 

stoning, which would lead to sure death.   

 

In those days a betrothal, or an engagement, was equivalent to a marriage; except for 

the fact that for a year there would be no consummation of the marriage bed.  The 

couple would be betrothed for a year, and then the marriage would become final.  So, in 

the eyes of the world Mary was legally Joseph’s wife.  And she was pregnant before she 
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should have been.  So Joseph’s honor was on the line and he was within his legal rights 

to bring accusation and rejection of Mary.  But what did Joseph actually do?  First of all 

he determined to divorce Mary quietly: he would bring no accusation against her.  He 

was not only righteous; he was merciful as well.  And, he was humble.  And  then, he 

too, was visited by an angel of the Lord and informed that the child Mary was carrying 

was from the Holy Spirit and that he should not be afraid to take her home as his wife. 

 

I believe that it was because Joseph was a humble man; because he did not insist on 

his “rights”; because he didn’t focus on his perceived rejection and loss of honor; that he 

was open to hearing and receiving the message of the angel.  When we make 

ourselves the center and focus of a difficult situation; when we are bound and 

determined that offenses against us will be vindicated; we are not open to hearing from 

God; or from anyone else, for that matter.  For when we insist on a vindication of our 

rights we have closed ourselves off from God’s wise counsel; from His healing touch.  

The angel was able to get through to Joseph because Joseph was humble and he did 

not consider himself of greater account than anyone else.   

 

And in that respect he presented a preview of the character of Jesus, of whom it is said, 

in Philippians 2: “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 

himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross.” 
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In both Joseph and Mary we see a response of humility, hope and faith, even in the face  

of seemingly bizarre and very, very difficult circumstances.  They did not know how the 

message of the angel was going to play out in their lives.  They did not know what they 

were supposed to do next.  And they could not know the implications of what they were 

being asked to do.  But they both humbly received the message from the angel and they 

both obeyed.   

 

Then, through God’s supernatural arrangement of the events surrounding the birth of  

His Son, the Emperor Caesar Augustus, far away in Rome, declared that a census 

should be taken of the entire Roman world.  And everyone had to go to their town of 

origin to register.  Because Joseph was from the line of King David he had to travel to 

Bethlehem, the town of David.  And this enabled an ancient prophecy from Micah to be 

fulfilled: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of 

Judah.  Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on 

my behalf.”  A mere coincidence, you might say.  However, once you begin to walk with 

God you quickly realize that there are no such things as coincidences.  In reality, they 

are God-incidences. 

 

In our post-modern, pragmatic world, it’s important for us to be able to embrace the  

reality of the supernatural.  To gain the spiritual understanding that God has provided  

for us we have to accept that there are things that are beyond our comprehension.  We 

have to be able to acknowledge that, to quote Jesus Himself, “Nothing is impossible 

with God.”  For, not only did God supernaturally inform Mary that she was going to bear 
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His Son; not only did He supernaturally impregnate her by the Holy Spirit; He further 

affirmed it when she visited Elizabeth and Zechariah.  At that point no-one but Mary 

knew of the angel’s visit.  However, upon greeting her, Elizabeth prophetically 

proclaimed the news that Mary was, indeed, the Mother of her Lord and exclaimed, 

“Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 

accomplished!” 

 

Now of course, we are not being asked to respond to the good news of the coming to 

earth of God’s Son in the same manner as Mary and Joseph.  However, we are being 

asked to respond.  We do not receive the news of His imminent birth from an angel; 

however, we do receive it from God’s Word.  Through His Word we are given the good 

news of the coming of the Light of the World from eye-witnesses.  We receive it from 

those who walked with Jesus and who were privy to the facts of his birth.  I only wish 

they had been more detail-oriented.  There are so many things I would like to know.  I’d 

like to know how Mary and Joseph dealt with the awesome responsibility they had been 

entrusted with as Jesus grew to manhood.  I’d like to know more about his early 

childhood years.  I’d like to know when he first realized who he really was.  However, all 

that we really need to know, we know.  The baby born in a manger was named Jesus  

because, as the angel told Joseph, he came to save his people from their sins. 

 

So how do we respond to this message from the angel?  How do we respond to this 

Good News?  For it is, Good News, is it not?  Is it not Good News that we can come to 

God through Jesus?  Is it not Good News that we can profess our belief that Jesus is 
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our Lord and Savior; that we can confess our sins to God and ask for forgiveness?  And 

is it not the best news ever that we can be forgiven; that we can leave our sins and 

failures behind and begin again; that we can have a relationship and live eternally with 

God? 

 

I think that perhaps the reason we may have trouble believing this Good News is that,  

not only does it seem too good to be true; it doesn’t fit our worldly, rational way of doing 

things.  Our legal system tells us that justice demands payment.  Therefore, our sins 

demand judgment.  They need to be paid for.  But Jesus has already paid for our sins 

through His death on the cross; and because of that we get to go scott free!  Our 

forgiveness and our salvation are free gifts from God.  However, we have to respond.  

With Mary, we have to say, “May it be it unto me as you have said.”  With Joseph we 

have to trust that what the Angel said is true: that Jesus was born to save his people 

from their sins. 

 

Pastor Tim Keller in his book “Hidden Christmas” puts it this way: “I would argue that 

despite the unique features of Mary’s situation, we should all be amazed that we are 

Christians, that the great God is working in us.  In ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ we sing, 

‘O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be 

born in us today.’ It’s a bold image, but quite right.  Every Christian is like Mary.  

Everyone who puts faith in Christ receives, by the Holy Spirit, ‘Christ in you, the hope of 

glory.’ (Colossians 1:27)  We should be just as shocked [as Mary] that God would give 
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us – with all our smallness and flaws – such a mighty gift.  And so no Christian should 

ever be far from this astonishment that ‘I, I of all people, should be loved and embraced  

by his grace!’” 

 

As I’ve already mentioned, we need to suspend our incredulity over the way the birth 

events transpired and over the way God has arranged to work in our lives.  The virgin 

birth has always been a hang-up for rational people.  How could this happen, we ask.  It 

doesn’t make sense.  But with this form of questioning we are declaring that if we can’t 

understand something, then it can’t be true.   But I would draw your attention to all the 

technology that surrounds us.  Can you understand or explain how we can push a 

button on our TV set and see pictures and hear voices that are coming to us through the 

air?  Do you understand how we can type a message on our computer, click our mouse, 

and have that message appear momentarily in another part of the world?  And what 

about cell phones that are also mini-computers and cameras?  How does that all work? 

 

If all these mind-boggling technological advances are a reality, which they are, then why 

do we have so much trouble with the spiritual?  Why do we have so much trouble 

believing that God, by His Holy Spirit, could impregnate a young woman?  Why do we 

resist believing that a loving God will not only forgive our sins, but bring healing and 

restoration into our lives; that He knows our every thought and has counted the hairs on 

our head?  Why do we find it hard to accept that we can have the Holy Spirit of God 

dwelling within us?  Just because something flies in the face of our ability to understand 

it, does not mean that it is not real and that it cannot happen. 
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So how should we respond?  We talked about the prophecy from Micah concerning the 

Bethlehem birth of Jesus.  And further along in Micah’s prophecy we find these words: 

“…O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to 

do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

 

I would encourage you this Christmas season to suspend those areas of your disbelief 

and take a flying leap of faith.  It can’t hurt.  And you just may find yourself falling into 

the arms of your Loving Heavenly Father. 

 

Let us pray: Gracious and Loving Heavenly Father, I pray that during this Advent and 

Christmas season we might have the courage to suspend our areas of disbelief and 

dive headlong into Your loving arms of mercy and salvation.  Help us, we pray, to come 

to You in humility, as did Joseph and Mary, and to receive from You the great gift of 

Your Son.  And it is in His name that we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


