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Active Waiting-The Magi 
Isaiah 40:31 

New International Version (NIV) 
 

31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

 
Saved by the bell 

For any of the children of the 80s, prepare to take a trip with me down memory lane. We are 

going to talk about a show call “Saved by the bell”. I hope I am not alone in thinking this was 

great show. For the many things that made this a wonderful show, the Zack and Kelly romance 

was a big part of it. I know that I always wanted them end up together. Well, over the course of 

the series, their romance intrigued me. I wanted them to end up together but I wasn’t sure if 

that would happen. Zack had to bide his time. Finally, Zack and Kelly were to get married.  

My Story 

I was 10 years old when watching the episode when Zack and Kelly got married. I was in my 

parent’s bedroom, watching it on their bed. The episode was filled with laughs and many 

hijinks. Then the moment came. Kelly walked down the aisle. Zack saw her and his world 

stopped. The love between them was so strong. They exchange vows and now were forever 

connected with one another, to start life together. Seeing the way that they looked at one 

another, sent a wave of emotions through my body and spirit. I had never really felt anything 

like this before. I felt love in a new and powerful way. The love felt between two people 

dedicating their lives together is such a beautiful thing God created. It was at that time, I knew 

that I wanted to be married and have someone to share my life with. I didn’t know it then, but 
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that decision to actively seek out a wife, would forever change my life. I didn’t know when or if 

God would provide it. So, I went out and tried to find a bride. The only thing I found was 

heartache. It would be 21 years before God brought Alexa into my life. If only I actively waited 

on God… I wonder who has truly actively waited on God. I mean, who wants to wait.  

Inspiration for this sermon  

While listening to Pastor Sue’s sermons over the past few week, the Magi were brought up a 

time or two. Christmas was not that long ago. During one of the sermon’s, a light bulb went off 

and the Lord revealed to me that the Magi had Actively Waited on Him. Then I recalled 

conversations with my dad about this. The Magi are in the Bible for 12 verses. What a small 

amount of scripture. Yet, in that small sliver of scripture is an untold story of epic proportions! 

To know what a great example of active waiting on God, the Magi are, you have to know your 

history.  

 

History of the Magi (content from this website, http://khouse.org/articles/1999/142/)  

The ancient Magi were a hereditary priesthood of the Medes credited with profound and 

extraordinary religious knowledge.  After some Magi, who had been attached to the Median 

court, proved to be expert in the interpretation of dreams, Darius the Great established them 

over the state religion of Persia. It is at this point that Daniel comes into the picture. Daniel was 

already held in high regard with the Babylonian empire. When Babylon was taken over by the 

Persian empire, the magicians and enchanters were absorbed into the Persian courts. Daniel 

was one such person that now served the Persian empire. Believe it or not, but the Magi from 

Matthew chapter 2, this is where their legacy started. To understand their importance in the 

http://khouse.org/articles/1999/142/
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Persian empire, you need only look at their name. Magi. From that name we have two words 

that we derive from it. The words are “magician and magistrate”. So it is easy to see their 

important in the Persian empire for the wisdom and ability to interpret things such as dreams.  

Prophecy of the Messiah via Daniel 

Daniel himself studied the other prophets as we see in Daniel Chapter 9 where he is studying 

the writings of Jeremiah. That is how he knew that Israel must be in exile for 70 years. It is 

through Daniel seeking to know God more, that God sends the archangel Gabriel to tell him of 

the “anointed one”. This is not the first time we have a Messiah prophecy given through Daniel. 

We also see it in Daniel chapter 7. What this tells us is that Daniel most likely studied all 

scriptures written before him, which meant that he would be able to articulate this to others. 

Daniel was active while waiting for the Israelites to be freed from captivity. His devotion to God 

separated him from the rest of the magi and God gave him insight that was unparalled in 

Babylon and then later in Persia. As a result of Daniel’s fame, his writings must have become 

famous. The Magi of his day would have certainly read them for that is what Magi do. They 

study and seek wisdom to make informed judgements. They were the intellects of their day.  

Magi’s active waiting for the messiah 

Consider this for a moment. They are studying the writings of a Hebrew who was brought to 

Persia by force. So, for almost 500 years, these gentiles who ancestors had encountered a man 

named Daniel who’s God so profoundly affected them, that they study the word and looked to 

sky, awaiting the birth of the Messiah. What dedication and passion must have been, for them 

to pass down this knowledge from generation to generation. That way when the generation 

that the Messiah was to be born in, would recognize the signs and act. When that star 
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appeared in the sky, everyone would have saw it. Only the Magi that had been touched by the 

God of Daniel, knew what it was and what to do about it. They saw that magnificent star that 

was different from all the other stars in the sky. Remember, knowing the night sky was a big 

part of who they were. Now that they have been activated, they loaded up and headed for 

Bethlehem. The trek they were about to take, was a dangerous one. They would have had lots 

of guards to protect their wealth from all the robbers who roamed about the roads that people 

traveled, looking to steal. When they pulled into King Herod’s palace, it must have caused quite 

the freight. If it was just 3 men, how could that have caused the ruckus that it did? It was 

because they probably more resembled an invading army which would have scared Herod. Not 

to mention that Magi such as them, are here to appoint a new king, which in Herod’s mind, 

meant that they were here to help overthrow him as king. Take a step back on how many things 

had to take place for the Magi to make an appearance before Jesus. God knew that Israel was 

going to sin so bad, that He would have to exile them to bring about humility. He used Babylon 

to exile them for 70 years, while sowing the seeds for the future Magi to know about God. 

Which enables them to visit Jesus in the future to recognized His Kingship.  

Magi give 3 gifts because they were prepared 

Keep in mind it was almost 500 years later that the Magi made the trip to Israel to a small town 

of Bethlehem to see the King Jesus. By them showing up, they did some powerful things.  

 One, the recognized that Jesus is the one true King.  

 Secondly, they gave people another chance to wake up to their sin and go humble 

themselves before God in the form of a baby.  
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 Thirdly, they provided gifts that provided the funds for Joseph and Mary to live off of while 

in Egypt. The gifts they gave were very expensive items even by today’s standards. What 

God did through the Magi and their response to His will, is one of the best examples of 

Active Waiting on God. Let that sink in.  

  

Definitions of Waiting, Active, and Active Waiting  

Right now, you are probably thinking about what exactly is Active Waiting. Let’s break down 

these two words that seemingly do not belong together. Well, waiting is something that we all 

have experienced whether it is a line for lunch, a line at the dreaded RMV, or Boston Traffic. It 

is something that we can all agree has the pleasure factor of Chinese water torture! Waiting is 

something that makes you so tired, irritated, and feels like such a waste of time. I always 

equate waiting with sitting around twiddling your thumbs, doing nothing while you wait for 

something to happen. Active on the other hand, that is fast pace. Yeah, we are doing 

something! We are getting things done. Being Active is great because we are moving and not 

standing around but that doesn’t mean what we are doing is God’s will. Another way of looking 

at it is this. Waiting is seeing trash on the ground and waiting for someone else to pick it up. 

Active is picking up the trash. Active Waiting, is picking up the trash because it is the right 

moment to do it based off the context of the situation. God never wants us to be one thing or 

another, but a balance of extremes. You could call it the narrow path where you no longer see 

black and white. Now you see the vast array of colors and know in the right moment, which 

color to paint with. Also, what section of the canvas to use that color on. To use the same color 
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all the time is to be active, but nothing of value was created. To not paint is also to create 

something with no value as well. 

Study God’s word to see Him more in your daily life 

To actively wait on God is not sitting around doing nothing expecting God to take care of it. If 

the Magi did that, they wouldn’t have known what to look for and what to do about it. All of 

Israel and the area of modern day Iran where the Persian empire was, had access to the same 

scriptures as the Magi. The Magi were the only ones that when the star was in the sky, knew 

what is was and what to do about it. How many times has God sent you a message and you 

didn’t receive because you didn’t know enough to see it. Maybe you saw it but it didn’t mean 

anything to you. If you never saw a cell phone before, you wouldn’t know what to do with it. It 

would be this weird object that doesn’t have any lastly value outside of the initial shock of the 

first time you encountered it. If you had studied, when you encountered it, you would know 

what to do with it. The Magi knew what to do when they saw that star. The whole world saw a 

bright star that was out of the ordinary. They probably marveled at it and because they didn’t 

know what it was, or what to do with it, but then they went back to their lives. They missed out 

on something incredible. To actively wait on God you are preparing yourself to be ready to 

execute His will when He needs you too. David was a shepherd that actively waited while 

protecting his sheep. He probably practiced for hours with his slingshot and fought many wild 

animals. This prepared him for Goliath. The first disciples Jesus chose where probably the only 

fisherman mending their nets during the daytime to be ready to fish in the night time. Most of 

the other fisherman where probably just waiting around for nighttime to fish and not tending 

to their nets to ensure they wouldn’t break when the nets were needed most.  
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Humility is a prerequisite to Actively Wait on God 

We must be like Magi and actively listen for His will. To do this requires humility before God, 

knowing that you cannot solve the problems of the world. Only He can. More importantly, 

trusting that He has a plan and that His will is perfect in a way that man cannot fathom. Again, 

allowing the exile of Israel to spread His love to a pagan nation of Babylon and Persia. The other 

part requires you mindful spend time in His word like Daniel. This should not be done out of 

obligation, but stem from our of love and reverence for a God that would die for us! 

Remember, God is always broadcasting, you need to make sure that your antenna is working 

and on his broadcast station or you will miss it. Sin puts us on the wrong frequency from God. 

Jesus is the mechanic who can fix our machine to put us back on God’s frequency. To actively 

wait on God is not about doing nothing and letting God do everything. It is not going out and 

doing everything good that you can. Actively waiting is being ready to do God’s will in every 

moment of your life. Especially on the big things, we must actively wait on Him to prepare the 

way. He prepared the Magi 500 years before they would go anoint Jesus. 500 years! His ways 

are above us and in order for us to truly actively wait, we must be humble and repentant. 

Humility puts us on God’s frequency so we are growing closer to Him in every moment. This 

gives us a new lens to see the beauty of God’s world that we were blind to before. God is after 

a partnership with you. Not where you do everything or He does everything, but where human 

effort meets God’s beautiful will. At that intersection, is where we soar on the wings of an 

eagle! Let us pray! 


