
JESUS IS KING 

Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 23:5-6; Hosea 6:1-6 

 

 

When the Wise Men, or Magi, came to Jerusalem they inquired, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews?  We have seen his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  

And we have to ask ourselves, why would these strangers from a far country and another 

religion feel led to make a long arduous journey to worship a king they didn’t even know?  What 

was it that ultimately drew them to Bethlehem?  It is understood that the Magi were familiar with 

some of the ancient prophecies, particularly the writings of Daniel.  They greatly respected 

Daniel because he had been able to interpret King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream when their own 

Zoroastrian forbears were unable to.  In Daniel 9:24-27 reference is made to the coming of an 

Anointed One.  The Magi were familiar with that prophecy and they were looking for a sign.   

 

There is more to it than this, but the important thing to notice here is that they believed the 

prophecy and they were the first persons, as far as we know, to declare to the world the 

kingship of Jesus.  And it was their acknowledgment of Jesus as king of the Jews that caused 

Herod, in his great fear and insecurity, not to mention his evil nature, to go after and kill all the 

boy children in Bethlehem under two years of age. 

 

We have no problem acknowledging Jesus as our Savior.  But what about His kingship?  Are 

we ready to acknowledge that Jesus is King?  Because that is what our scripture from Jeremiah 

tells us He is.  In this scripture God is declaring that He is going to send a King who will not 

mislead and destroy His people, but one who will ultimately make everything right.  Are we 
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ready to take hold of that scripture and acknowledge that, as King, Jesus is sovereign over our 

lives?  And not only that; but He is sovereign over the universe?  That can be a hard pill to 

swallow because, to our limited perceptions, all kinds of things seem to be randomly happening 

– some good; lots of things really bad.  However, it is important for us to come to the 

understanding that history is not random.  And when we begin to look at things through a 

biblical worldview, as we talked about some months ago, we can begin to discern the work of 

redemption that is being carried out through the ages.   

 

Further, if we do acknowledge that Jesu is King, how are we then to respond?  Our scripture 

from Hosea gives us an interesting and telling picture of how Israel was responding to the reign 

of God in their lives and their nation.  Previously, they had repeatedly gone their own way and 

consequently had suffered misfortune and inner decay.  They were on the verge of being 

invaded by Assyria; the Northern Kingdom of Israel was about to be destroyed.  Apparently they 

recognized the danger and difficulty they were in, even as we here in America have had to face 

the reality of the difficulty and danger we are in.  So they said to themselves, “Let’s turn back to 

God.  He has punished us for our sins but He will take us back, no problem.  If we just say 

we’re sorry He’ll bring healing to our nation.”   

 

Now, as we know from 2 Chronicles 7:14, God promised King Solomon, “If my people, who are 

called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sins and heal their land.”  God 

promised to heal their land when His people turn back to Him.  

 

So this is what the Israelites were doing in our scripture reading.  However, there was a  
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problem: They were looking for a quick fix.  It was a shallow call for repentance and a 

superficial turning back to God.  And God was not fooled.  He says, in total exasperation, “What 

can I do with you guys?  Your love is like the morning mist, like the dew that disappears.”  

There was no substance.  Their love was superficial and temporary.  The Israelites assumed 

that if they called on God and made some quick promises of repentance that He would make 

things right.  The problem is that they were looking for healing, but not for a deep cleansing.  

They were more interested in having things work out for them than they were for coming into a 

deeper relationship with God and becoming the people He intended for them to be.  Because 

we have to remember that God didn’t single out the Israelites at the expense of any of the other 

nations; He chose them to be a people who would show the rest of the pagan nations who He 

is. 

 

In Isaiah 43 He proclaims, “You are my witnesses and my servants, chosen to know and to 

believe me and to understand that I alone am God.  There is no other God; there never was 

and there never will be.  I am the Lord, and there is no other savior.  Whenever you have 

thrown away your idols, I have shown you my power with one word.  You have seen me do it; 

you are my witnesses that it is true.  From eternity to eternity I am God.  No one can oppose 

what I do.” 

 

So God was not impressed by their shallow promises of repentance.  For He is never interested 

in a quick fix.  And we are no different from those Israelites.  God wants us to come to Him with 

broken hearts and surrendered wills.  He wants us to be aware and to be be truly sorry for the 

state of affairs in our lives that have been caused by our turning away or a neglect of our 

relationship with Him.  To quote biblical commentator Warren Wiersbe, “…[the Israelites] saw 
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forgiveness and restoration as a ‘mechanical’ thing that was guaranteed and not as a relational 

matter that involved getting right with God.”   

 

And God was not pleased with their attitude.  He makes that very plain in His following remarks,  

also found in our scripture: “…I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather 

than burnt offerings.”  The Living Bible translates these words, “I don’t want your sacrifices – I 

want your love; I don’t want your offerings – I want you to know me.”  And again, in the words of 

The Message translation, “I’m after love that lasts, not more religion.  I want you to know God, 

not go to more prayer meetings.”  (which does not mean that we’re not supposed to pray) 

 

So we can see from all of this that the Israelites were not really interested in returning to God; 

they were not interested in a relationship with God; they were not interested in following His will.  

They just wanted Him to get them out of the mess they were in.  They wanted blessing without 

obedience.  They wanted deliverance without surrender.  And therein lies the crux of the matter 

for all of us.  How committed are we really to a relationship with our God?  How ready are we to 

make Him our king? 

 

One of the things we are apt to not fully understand is that, as the Supreme Being, God is in 

control and fully involved in every aspect of His creation.  As I said before, God is sovereign 

over His universe.  And I sense that you may want to respond with the observation that if that is 

so, why is there so much evil and pain in the world?  And I will answer that even though God is 

in control He is not micro-managing His creation.  He has given that job to us.  However, 

Romans 8:28 tells us that “…in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose.”  This tells us that when we are walking with God 
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He is there to help unravel the mistakes and failures that we have made and to heal the wounds 

that we have received from others.  God does not always prevent disaster; but He is capable 

and more than willing to redeem our disasters. 

 

However, that being said, God is not an errand boy.  The Israelites in our scripture reading from 

Hosea thought that they could manipulate God to get them out of the mess they were in without 

fully committing to obeying Him and following His ways.  But it doesn’t work that way.  God 

loves us with an everlasting love; but He is not an indulgent parent.  As we are admonished in 

Hebrews 12:5-6, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when 

he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he 

accepts as a son.’” 

 

When we find ourselves in a mess; that is just the time when we need to pay attention.  For, to 

pray for deliverance or resolution without being willing to have our hearts searched by God; 

without being willing to repent of our trespasses – our sins – is to not understand the true nature 

of God.  To re-iterate: Jesus is not an errand boy.  Jesus is our King.  

 

And Jesus is not just king of our lives; He is king of our church as well.  Arthur Rouner in his 

book “The Congregational Way of Life” has this to say: “…the great fact is that the people of 

[the Congregational] Way have sincerely sought to live this covenant life in an institution known 

as the “Church Meeting….The Church Meeting is the unique institution in Congregationalism.  It 

grew out of the conviction of the earliest Congregationalists that if Christ really meant that 

‘Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them,’ then it 

was in the gathered company of the two or three, meeting in love, that He could most directly 
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and powerfully, and personally govern His Church.  The ‘Lordship of Christ’ was no mere 

theological formula, not any vague, idealistic, and impractical notion with them.  Christ was the 

sovereign, [the King] the ruler of each local congregation.  Their conviction was that if the 

people of a local church gathered together in a spirit of prayer, honestly seeking to know the 

Lord’s will for them, He would come into their midst and guide their minds and hearts in such a 

way that they would all know what He intended them to do, and would furthermore be made of 

one mind in their determination to do it.”   True Congregationalism says that Jesus is King of the 

Church. 

 

And Jesus is not just King of our lives; He is not just King of our Church; He is King of our 

nation as well.  And that’s where things can get very sticky.   Because it sure does not look as if 

Jesus is King of our nation; nor would many people ever acknowledge it.  In fact, at this point in 

time, it appears that chaos and destruction are king.  And this is where the trust factor comes in; 

the faith comes in; the biblical understanding comes in.  In the Book of Daniel we are told that 

“…the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”  

And this can be very hard for us to understand unless we take a step back and acknowledge 

that the purposes of God far surpass anything our puny minds can possibly understand.  For 

Isaiah 55 tells us that “’My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ 

declares the Lord.” 

 

The basic problem with our nation is not our political parties; it’s not the acrimonious  

division; it’s not even the overwhelming corruption in our government.  The basic underlying 

problem facing our nation is that we have turned away from God; that we have allowed the 

forces of darkness to determine the laws that have forced God out of the public square and  
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that have made political correctness the law of the land. 

 

I think that perhaps many of us suffer from misplaced trust.  We tend to place our trust in  

people and institutions that appear to be in a position to be our worldly salvation.  We look to 

elect people who think the same way we do; or people who we think can “fix” things that have 

gone wrong.  But regardless of what is going on, our trust must never be in our leader, or 

leaders, whoever he or she may be; and our trust can never be in our government.  We have 

seen all too well how inept a government can become.  Our nation is in a terrible mess; and the 

only One who can get us out of this mess is Almighty God.  The Israelites got that right, 

thousands of years ago. 

 

I happened upon the pre-inaugural concert that was held the night before the inauguration in 

front of the Lincoln Memorial.  I had missed most of it, but I got to see Toby Keith perform and 

hear Pres. Elect Donald Trump’s remarks.  And then I watched something that moved me so 

much that I will never forget it; I had such goosebumps.  The most spectacular fireworks I have 

ever seen exploded in incredible beauty and power behind the Lincoln Memorial while the 

military chorus sang “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  It was a sight to behold!  And to my 

mind God was honored in a most spectacular way.  He was also honored in the heartfelt 

prayers and readings offered at the Inauguration.  I read afterward that there were actually 

more than there had ever been. 

 

But honoring God at this hugely important national event, while being extremely significant and 

necessary, is not enough.  God must be honored throughout our land in the ways that we 

conduct our affairs.  He must be honored in the ways that people are protected and taken care 
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of.  He must be honored in the ways that we relate to one another.  He must be honored in the 

ways that our elected officials conduct themselves.  He must be honored in the ways the 

Church reaches out to the lost.   

 

He must be honored by each one of us.  And the best way that we each can individually honor 

God is to acknowledge that Jesus is King of our lives; that He is King of our church; and that He 

is King of our nation; trusting that He ultimately knows what He is doing and that if we are 

serious about acknowledging Him and following HIS ways; if we are prepared to earnestly 

repent of our sins and become agents of mercy in His name that He will indeed come to our 

rescue. 

 

At this point in time in our history much prayer is needed to take back our nation from 

godlessness and to protect our American way of life.  This is something to which we can all 

commit; regardless of time and energy constraints.  If we want to see things change in our 

nation, we need to pray.  We need to pray without ceasing.  Jesus is King.  But we have been 

told to pray.  And in the end we must ask ourselves, do we want Jesus to be King?  Do we want 

Him to be King of our lives?  Do we want Him to be King of our church?  Do we want Him to be 

King of our nation?  Will we commit to pray? 

 

I would like to close with the final words of our patriotic hymn, “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”: “Our 

fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing; long may our land be bright with 

freedom’s holy light; protect us by thy might, Great God our King. 
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Let Us Pray: Lord Jesus, may we never take You for granted.  May we never fail to honor Your 

sovereignty over the universe and over our lives.  Help us to come before You in humility, 

acknowledging Your Kingship in every aspect of our lives.  Place it on our hearts to always 

pray, that Your kingdom may come and Your will be done here on earth, even as it is in heaven.  

In Your Sovereign name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


