
WHEN GOD BREAKS IN 

Scripture Reading: John 4:4-14 

 

 

The Samaritan woman has been called Jesus’ first missionary.  Let us briefly refresh our 

memories with her story:  As we read in our scripture, Jesus and his disciples are journeying 

through Samaria.  This was a bit unusual, because Jews at that time tended to avoid traveling 

through Samaria, so great was the mutual hostility between Samaritans and Jews.  When they 

come to the town called Sychar Jesus sends his disciples into the town to buy food while he 

rests by the town well.  It was called Jacob’s well because it was located on the plot of land that 

Jacob had given to his son, Joseph.   

 

While he’s resting there a woman comes along to draw water from the well and he asks her for a 

drink.  They enter into conversation, as we heard in our scripture reading.  And then, in the 

passage following our scripture reading, the woman asks Jesus for a drink of that water that will 

forever quench her thirst and he tells her to go get her husband and come back.  Upon which 

she informs him that she has no husband.  And he tells her, she’s right: she’s had five husbands 

and the man she’s now with is not her husband.  Whereupon the woman knows that Jesus 

knows that she is a woman of ill repute and is therefore an outcast in her village. 

 

Now I would ask you to insert yourself for a moment into this story and picture yourself, an 

outcast from society, furtively going to the well in the middle of your village at midday.  It’s not a 

great time to have to go and draw water from the village well because at that time of the day it’s 

really hot.  But you’ve chosen to go at this time because you know it’s unlikely that you’ll meet 
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anyone else there.  And that way you won’t have to endure knowing looks and whispered 

accusations.  You have not made wise choices in your life and you’re now on husband number 

six.  Except that he’s not really your husband; but at this time in your life, what’s the point of 

quibbling?  Then you unexpectedly meet a strange man at the well who draws you into 

conversation and ends up telling you everything about yourself.  At least that’s what you tell the 

rest of the villagers after you have run back into town and urged others to come and see Jesus.  

And that is why you are called Jesus’ first missionary.  What do you think about that?  Does it 

seem fair that someone with your dubious character should become celebrated in such a way? 

 

You just never know where God is going to show up!  Further along in this story the scripture 

tells us, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 

testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’  So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged 

him to stay with them, and he stayed two more days.  And because of his words many more 

became believers.  They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you 

said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the 

world.’”  REALLY!?!  How did this happen? 

 

The Jews hated Samaritans and Jesus was a Jew.  The woman was involved in adultery but 

Jesus reached out to her and she became his first missionary, going into a hostile world on his 

behalf.  He used a woman of ill repute to reach an entire village of people that his own people 

considered to be cultural and spiritual outcasts.  The whole entire episode is completely 

counterintuitive.   

 

The Samaritans were hated by the Jews because about a thousand years earlier  
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the Kingdom of Israel was split into two separate Kingdoms: Israel to the North and Judah to the 

South.  Then later, after Israel’s fall to the Assyrians the people began to intermarry with 

Assyrians, contrary to God’s law as found in Deuteronomy 7: “You must not intermarry with 

them. Do not let your daughters and sons marry their sons and daughters, 4 for they will lead 

your children away from me to worship other gods. Then the anger of the LORD will burn against 

you, and he will quickly destroy you.” 

 

So, considering that background, how did all this happen?  And not only that - not only is the 

woman a Samaritan, hated by the Jews; she is also involved in adultery.  Therefore, she is 

breaking one of the Ten Commandments that God gave His people.  That’s two strikes against 

her, right there; never mind anything else that might have been on her plate.  And yet, Jesus 

seeks her out.  Jesus broke into the Samaritan woman’s broken life and offered her His 

abundance of living water.   

 

Just what is this living water that he offered her?  It is the gift of eternal life that He has to offer 

anyone who will receive.  However, living water also refers to the Holy Spirit as referenced in 

John 7 where Jesus says, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes 

in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”  Jesus, 

through His Holy Spirit is the source of living water. 

 

The woman was far from God, yet God broke in.  You just know that Jesus knew that if he rested 

by that well at that time of the day, that that particular woman was going to show up.  And this 

whole incident shows us that Jesus cares way more about people than about the sins  

they have committed or about any historical or cultural taboos. 
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And that is how He cares about us.  He doesn’t care where we’ve been or what we’ve done or 

not done.  He doesn’t care what church we go to.  He doesn’t care how others perceive us, or 

how we perceive ourselves.  He doesn’t care how old or how young we are.  He doesn’t care 

whether or not we’re successful by others’ standards. He loves us.  Period.  And He wants us to 

come to Him to have our deep spiritual and emotional needs met.  But we don’t always respond. 

 

God points this out in Jeremiah 2:13, saying, “My people have committed two sins: they have 

forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that 

cannot hold water.”  We dig our own cisterns when we try to satisfy the deepest longings of our 

hearts; when we try to fulfill our deepest needs with things other than God.  And to be truthful, 

we initially don’t know any better.   

 

And that is because we begin our lives living independently from God.  And it is not until we 

accept Jesus into our hearts and lives that we can begin to understand our need to live any 

differently.  However, even though we may have made this spiritual transaction, we are 

creatures of habit and, as all we know, old habits die hard.  So, unless we become mindful of the 

ways in which we are leading our lives; unless we make the commitment to grow spiritually, we 

will continue to follow our old ways.   

 

And our old ways will include digging our own cisterns, so to speak: trying to find meaning  

and spiritual and emotional sustenance from places other than God.   It’s why we are seeing so 

much upheaval in our time.  It’s why we are seeing the tragic rise of the drug culture and the 

opioid epidemic that’s devastating our communities; not to mention the rise of gangs and 

questionable sub-cultures.  Cisterns contain brackish and dirty water; and when we draw from 
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our own cisterns we are shutting ourselves off from the life-giving living water that Jesus has to 

offer us.  Cracked cisterns are even worse; they don’t hold any water at all! 

 

God initially breaks into our lives to save us and to lead us to recognize and accept Jesus as 

Lord and Savior of our lives.  That is what is going on in our story of the Samaritan woman.  But 

He doesn’t stop there.  God is always breaking into our lives, wooing us, attempting to draw us 

nearer to His heart.   

 

Every human being upon this planet is searching for meaning.  What’s the point of it all?  What’s 

the point of living?  What’s the point of all the heartache and the pain?  What’s the point of the 

transient joy?   Where do I fit in?  Why did God put me on this earth anyway?  And we are thirsty 

– so very thirsty.  We are thirsty for meaning, we are thirsty for deep connections, we are thirsty 

for fulfillment, we are thirsty for joy; and we are thirsty for love.   

 

And we ask ourselves, probably subconsciously, what can I do to make myself feel better?  How 

can I quench this raging thirst?  So we set about to dig our own wells, our own cisterns, looking 

to find means to assuage what is essentially our spiritual thirst.  You know, they say that 

oftentimes we don’t recognize our physical thirst; that it can sometimes manifest to us as hunger 

pangs.  In much the same way we can overlook our spiritual thirst, thinking that it’s something 

else: a need for a rest; a need to have some fun; a change of scenery; a new  

house; a new car; a new relationship; a need to feel more loved and appreciated. 

 

I was in such a place a couple of weeks ago.  The author of the book that we have been reading 

for our book Wednesday book study, “The Broken Way” was talking about our deep need for 
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connectedness; to feel loved and appreciated for who we are.   As I was reading along her 

words touched a place deep inside me and I found myself weeping.    And then, at that very 

moment, my two oldest grandchildren showed up completely unannounced bearing a bouquet of 

the biggest and most beautiful pink roses that I have ever seen.  And I have seen a lot of roses!  

They were heirloom roses, so they had a wonderful fragrance that many cultivated roses today 

do not have.  And their fragrance began to permeate the room.  It was uncanny how my 

grandchildren showed up at the exact precise moment when I was feeling emotional pain.  But I 

immediately knew that God had broken in.  I suspect that what I really needed was a touch from 

God and He blessed me with one through my grandchildren. 

 

So, how does God keep breaking into our lives?  I’ve just given you one personal example.  But 

God will never be pinned down to a predictable pattern.  That’s why we always need to be alert.  

He can break in when we’re reading something, perhaps totally unrelated to anything we might 

even consider spiritual.  He can break in during a conversation when someone makes a 

statement or a comment that deeply resonates with us in some way.  He can break in with a hug 

or a touch on our shoulder that tells us someone cares.  He can break in with a magnificent 

sunset or bright moonlight on snow.  And God will definitely break in when we’re reading the 

Scriptures.  Or perhaps, like the Samaritan Woman, He will break in when we have gone to our 

own personal well: that cistern that we have dug for our self. 

 

Where is the well that you go to to draw water?  Where do you go to find the strength to deal 

with your overwhelming burdens?  Where do you go to gain the courage to face a difficult 

situation?  Where do you go to find peace in the midst of this chaotic world where geo-political 

events change minute by minute?  Where do you go to hide the fear that torments you in your 
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wakeful hours?  Where do you go when you feel unloved?  Where do you go when you don’t 

know where to go?  There are lots of wells that we can go to for our thirst to be temporarily 

quenched.  But whether or not we realize it, what we are really thirsty for is God. 

 

The Samaritan Woman made her daily trip to the well never suspecting that she was about to 

have an encounter with the Living God.  She was probably burdened down with her guilt and her 

shame, perhaps finding it necessary to avoid intimate contact with other women from her village.  

But after she engaged in conversation with the stranger she found there her life made a sharp 

about-face.  No longer was she bound to the life and the identity by which she had been known.  

God had broken in.  She had found the Messiah; she had been given the source of eternal life 

and of living water; and she had flung her water jar aside and immediately run to engage with 

others in the town and tell them the marvelous news.   

 

I think it’s important to note here that very often when God breaks into our lives it is for the  

purpose of nourishing us; of nurturing us.  He wants to give us Himself.  He knows all about our 

broken places.  He knows all about our struggles and our failures.  He sees our loneliness and 

our heartbreak.  He sees how hard we try and how often we fail.  He knows when we are 

physically hurting, when we are financially hurting, when we are emotionally hurting.  And He 

knows that what we need the most when we’re down and out is Himself.   

 

God broke in when Jesus was born.  And our world has never been the same.  God broke in 

when Jesus was crucified and the curtain of the Temple was torn in two, signifying that the 

barrier between God and man had been removed.  God broke in during Pentecost when the 

promised Holy Spirit was given.  And God breaks in whenever we gather here to worship Him in  
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spirit and in truth.   

 

Before the Samaritan woman ran off to tell the townspeople about Jesus, he said this to her, 

from The Message Translation: “Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you Samaritans 

will worship the Father neither here at this mountain nor there in Jerusalem.  You worship 

guessing in the dark; we Jews worship in the clear light of day.  God’s way of salvation is made 

available through the Jews.  But the time is coming – it has, in fact come – when what you’re 

called will not matter and where you go to worship will not matter.  It’s who you are and the way 

you live that count before God.  Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth.  

That’s the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly 

themselves before him in their worship.  God is sheer being itself – Spirit.  Those who worship 

him must do it out of their very being, their true selves, in adoration.” 

 

I have a challenge for you this week: I want you to pay close attention to the comings and  

goings in your life and make it a point to notice when God breaks in.  Because He will! 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious God, how blessed we are that You love us so much that You broke into 

our world to bring us the gift of salvation and the gift of Yourself, our Living Water.  Help us, we 

pray, to be aware of all the times when You break into our everyday lives so that we may 

understand more deeply Your great love for us.  And help us to be available to be used by You 

to break into the lives of others.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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