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Active Waiting: Ask, Seek, knock the bridge to the Active Christian 

Matthew 7:7-8 (NLT) 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 

everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened.” 

 
Intro to Active Waiting 

When the concept of Active Waiting was first introduced, we met the Wise men, which gave us an 

overview of the definition of Active Waiting. Then we went into you what the Game Plan. God wanted 

you to do to get ready to do His will. For that to happen, you must first seek His character Fruits of love, 

joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control in every aspect of 

your life. So today, we shall answer an important question, “How do go from the Waiting Life to the 

Active life?”  

Indoor Soccer: A portrait of Ask, Seek, Knock system in my life 

Well, if we were in a musical, I would sing you the answer. Lucky for you, I won’t be doing that but I 

believe a story is in order. So, there I was, stretching, preparing for an indoor soccer game at the 

Bridgewater sports complex. I was about 15yrs old or so. I was nervous. The game was starting soon. I 

took in a deep breath to relax. The air inside had this odd smell of rubber, with a hint of sweat. It was 

little like being in a new car with a single sweaty sock. I saw my dad come over to me while I was with 

my teammates. He must have sensed I was nervous. He asked my if I did a run through of the game in 

my head to get ready. I looked at him like a baby looks at you when you try to explain quantum 

mechanics! I said I wasn’t sure what he meant. He said, think in your head different scenarios of what 

could happen when you are on the field. Draw from previous experience as a base line and think, if I get 

the ball, what I am going to do with. If an opposing team player has the ball and comes at me, how will I 
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react. I told my dad that I never thought to do that. I was intrigued to say the least. He went on to say, 

you do this enough, you won’t have to think to do the right thing when the time goes, it will come 

naturally to you. This isn’t reacting in a tradition sense because it would be more focused than pure 

instinct. When my dad finished explaining this to me, I was blown away by this concept. I had to ask 

myself first, what should I visualize, seek out various scenarios I could visualize in my head, then knock 

on the door of each one by stepping out onto the field and trying them out. What dawned on me, is how 

this was a life philosophy that would govern my thinking from now on. It sharpen my mind and elevated 

my thinking with God. As I grew with God, He brought clarity and showed me that this a system for 

walking deeper with Him. It is the Ask, Seek, Knock system. Which helps you figure out what God will is 

for you, your family, your church, and the overall body of believers, and how to do your part in it.   

Ask: Overview 

Let’s start with the first part of this system, Ask. It is a simply three little word, yet the beginning of 

infinite possibilities. In Matthew 7, God says to ask and it will be giving to you. On the surface, this seems 

simply enough. Just ask God for something and it will be done. God, give me a million dollars. Well, that 

didn’t work. Perhaps I read this passage wrong! Or perhaps I wasn’t asking the right question. Questions 

are a funny thing. We often do not want to ask to many questions because we believe others will view 

us as stupid. I remember a phrase that says, it is better for people to think you are stupid than for you to 

open your mouth and prove them correct. I know sometimes for me I didn’t want to raise my hand in 

class, for fear that I would ask a dumb question and face ridicule. Problem is, without questions, there is 

no way forward. For anything to change, a question must be asked. Though, it is not just the question 

God is concerned with but also the motive for asking it. You may be will intended with your pray request 

to God, but if you come looking for God to fulfill your wish list, you have started down the wrong path. 

You inadvertently treated God like a genie, that you can get things from to make your life better. These 
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are things that might even be good and even things God promised to you but you want them now and 

not when God plans on giving them to you.  

Ask: Joshua’s Story 

 A great example of this is in Joshua 5. God tasks the Israelites with entering the promise land and 

ridding the land of Canaan of the existing people. The first city the Israelites were to conquer after 

crossing the Jordan River is named Jericho. Picture this, Joshua is near Jericho, probably looking out 

towards the city. This city had walls that were of legendary status. The city was pretty much 

impenetrable. Joshua was probably thinking, how are we going to conquer this city. He must have had 

hundreds of strategies going through his head, yet all ending in a vicious defeat. So, it is safe to say, he 

was scared out of his mind over what to do next. Joshua looked up an saw a man with a sword drawn in 

his hand. This was most likely Jesus for the passage refers to this man as a Commander of the Army of 

the Lord. Joshua approaches him and asked a question. “Are you for us or our enemies?” Now, to be 

honest, I think most of us, myself included would have asked the same question. Joshua asked this 

question hoping for a yes and that God will deliver Jericho into their hands. The response from the 

Commander of the Lord’s Army, is one that is quite surprising. For he says, “Neither, but as Commander 

of the Lord’s Army I have now come.” What a gut check answer! Joshua must have not only felt foolish 

but had that sickening feeling in the pit of your stomach when you know you did something wrong. 

Joshua could have acted with pride, asking the Commander of the Lord’s Army, what did He mean 

“neither” and demand He help because they are Israel. He could have acted with self-loathing and 

realize that Israel is not worthy of God’s help and they should get slaughtered. Instead, Joshua choose 

wise this time. He humbled himself before the Lord. He fell down to the ground in reverence. He 

realized, he asked the wrong question to God. He asked God with an agenda already in mind. This time, 

he asked “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” That is the right question. That is not only 
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the right question, but he asked it the right way, in humility without an agenda. He wanted now to be 

humble before the Lord instead of trying to be great before God.  

Jacob is another person who was promised great things. Even if he asked God how it would happen, he 

never waited to let God do it on His timing. He schemed his way to the blessing and left a path of 

destruction in it’s wake. He didn’t ask the right question with the right motive. He was probably fixated 

on getting that blessing and the blessing became more important than his walk with God. Keep in mind, 

nothing was inherently evil about what Joshua or Jacob asked of God. What made it wrong was that they 

came to God with an agenda and no room for what God wanted. One must pray with open hands, with 

an earnest heart that wants to know what is on God’s heart. What makes God cry? What made Jesus 

hurt so bad that He stayed nailed to the Cross to save us. 

Seek: Overview 

Once you ask God what His will for your life and others, He eventually will answer you. He will put 

something in your heart or communicate with you in some other way. When you feel that tug, that is 

your cue to start seeking out what God wants you to do in the area that you felt that tug on your heart. 

God isn’t going to spell it out for you. He wants you to want His will more than anything. It is in this 

journey that real faith and character are built. He wants you to research and prepare yourself for 

whatever His will is for you. Seeking His guidance at every turn and letting Him gently guide you to the 

truth. This is reaching out to others and speaking on what God said to you. It means a lot of prayer by 

yourself and with others. Maybe he puts on your heart to visit a people in prison, funding an 

organization like a women’s concern, being a good friend to your neighbor, or helping people who are 

homeless. The list is endless. Whatever he puts on your heart, the process can be slow according to 

human standards. He wants your life to be about pursing not just His passions, but in the way He wants 

you to pursue them. It is an active search for truth. 
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Seek: Paul’ Story 

The apostle Paul is a great example of someone who sought to do God’s will, but not in the way God 

wanted. In the beginning of Paul’s life, he never stopped to ask God what He wanted, instead he acted 

off of the traditions and laws that he thought was representative of God’s will. He was a heat seeking 

missile when it came to Christians and destroyed them wherever he could. Paul knew that God’s law 

was important and believed it was his responsibility to spread this law no matter what, just like Joshua 

thought it was on him to take down Jericho. Well, just like Joshua, Paul would meet Jesus. Paul being the 

zealot he was, decided to go to Damascus to have more Christians arrested. Along the way, a bright light 

flashed around him. He fell to the ground. From the light a voice emerged. It said, “Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?” Just like Joshua, Paul asked a the wrong question to God. He said “Who are you, 

Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you must do.” Once Jesus spoke, humility sunk in like a lead pipe to a pumpkin for 

Paul just like what happened to Joshua.  

God gave us a great example of seeking in Luke 15. Jesus describes a lost sheep, coin, and son. If you lost 

something important to you, would you not seek it out with all your heart. God did this for us. He went 

from heaven to earth to seek us out in this lost world. He unturned every stone to find us. He wants us 

to have the same sort of focused passion for Him. We are the seek God out in every moment of our 

lives. When you ask God the right questions, you will notice that you have better questions for God and 

that your desire to seek out His will in every moment becomes more natural for you. This natural 

extends to the lost people of this world. Seeing the way humans harm one another because the love of 

Christ hasn’t touched them will bring you to your knees in anguish. 
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Knock: Overview 

Now that you are asking and seeking God out. The next step is knock. This is where the rubber meets the 

road. I wish it were as simple as God saying, walk through this door and everything will go perfectly. At 

no point in Asking and Seeking will it go smoothly, so with the Knocking phase, expect more of the same. 

This is where faith and character is tested and you get to see what you are made of. God wants you to 

start walking up to the opportunities He has put before you and start knocking. With the new sight God 

has granted you by Asking and Seeking, you will see things differently and want to do something about 

it. That person at work that you know is going through a rough time, now becomes someone that you 

feel a nudge to talk with. Remember the lessons from Paul, do not over do things. You now know what 

God wants to do but you need to ask Him when to do it and how much. God is all about balance. 

Sometimes you may pick the wrong door, sometimes knock too soon. God may present 7 doors for you 

to choose from. Whatever happens, trust in God to bring you around and correct your mistake. If you 

are afraid of picking the wrong door, so you do nothing, then you have picked a door to knock on and it 

won’t be the right door. View this as trial and error. God is using this to help you trust Him more and 

build your character along the way. If you truly are seeking Him, He will get you to where you need to 

be. As you continue this process, God sharpens you to have your eyes open more. His will flows more 

natural through you. You see more and more the opportunities He has for you. Though you have no idea 

how to accomplish them, you stick with pursuing God with humility and trusting in His way. Then like he 

did with Moses, He will part the red sea and bring you across impossible situations.  

Knock: Noah’s Story 

A great example of this is Noah. Noah walked faithfully with the Lord. As such, God would give Noah an 

epic task. God was going to wipeout the world. God told Noah to build an ark. It took about 100 years to 

build the ark. Imagine that, it took that long following God’s will to see the finish line, at least for that 
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task. Noah, kept knocking and walking through the doors from one task to another to finish the ark. 

Think of the character fruit Noah had to have to follow God down such a strange path.  

Modern Day Example: William Carey’s Story 

A more modern example of this whole process, is William Carey. Some call him the father of modern 

missionaries. William Carey was born in 1761. In England at that time and most of the “Christian” world, 

there was no such thing as missionaries. Christianity was for the civilized and not for the heathens. 

Interesting enough, the only part of Christianity that was sending out missionaries was the Catholic 

Church. Protestants had a largely Calvinistic view that God picks who goes to heaven or hell. So, not only 

was there very little missionary work happening, it was even portrayed as something wrong. Imagine 

that, being mocked for wanting to share the Gospel with people outside of Europe! This is the world that 

William Carey found himself in. William Carey was brought up in the Church of England but left while in 

his teens. He joined up with other dissenters in small Congregational Church. He wanted to know God in 

a very personal way and the way the so called “believers” of Christ acted, didn’t line up with the Bible. 

He further his education while working as a shoemaker and even learned Greek. William Carey became 

friends with John Ryland, who by the way, was good friends with John Newton. Yes, that John Newton 

that wrote Amazing Grace. The Lord stirred in William Carey’s heart in his 20s to spread the Gospel over 

the earth. He met with severe opposition to the idea. At a meeting with local believers, it is rumored 

that one said to William Carey, “Young man, sit down; when God pleases to convert the heathen, he will 

do it without your aid and mine.” Despite this, he continued to ask, seek, and knock at God’s will while 

fellow “believers” tried to stop him from going. He eventually made it to Calcutta, India, where he and 

his wife started to learn the language of the area to spread the good news of Jesus. There is so much 

more to the story. I suggest you look him up, for it is amazing to see what God did through him.  
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Conclusion, Ask, Seek, Knock system in practice 

What we can draw from all of this, is a system God put forth. When I found out about this system. I 

realized, that God revealed this to me back on that day just before my indoor soccer game. I had to 

know the right questions to ask about what goes on in a soccer game before I can know what to 

visualize. Once I start the visualizations, it lead me to train and prepare for different outcomes. My 

awareness of the game becomes heighten. Now when I am in the game, I know better what doors to 

knock on and which ones to stay away. The same is true for life. Character fruit helps you to know the 

right questions to ask and purifies your motives to truly listening to Him. This prevents you from coming 

to God with a wish list. If you are always asking for healing and well-being, then perhaps you need to be 

reminded that if all God is interested in people being saved and safe, He would pull us from the earth 

the moment we got saved. He wants His followers to be kingdom minded and not just maintenance 

minded. Healing is so much more than physical. To be kingdom minded, start with coming to God with a 

blank wish list and ask God what is on His heart and what is important to him. From there, seek to 

understand what he puts on your heart by drawing closer to Him in your daily living. So you are ready to 

act when He needs you to. Lastly, start looking for the doors that God brings into your life and as you see 

Him lead you to them, despite being scared, start knocking. In revelation, it says Jesus stands at the 

doors and knocks. The more you get to know Jesus on a relationship level, the easier it is to hear which 

door, Christ is on the other side knocking, waiting for you to open. This is how you go from the Waiting 

Life, to the Active Life with God. Let us pray! 


