
GOD’S NEW CREATION 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 

There is more to the resurrection of Jesus than first meets the eye.  We’ve read the various 

Easter stories as found in the Gospels and, even though the accounts vary in detail, when 

put together they form a fairly clear picture of what actually happened.  But there are 

deeper implications than those that initially appear on the surface.  For some reason the 

thing that has grabbed my attention about the familiar Easter story this year is the 

earthquake.  Before this I never gave much thought to that earthquake, accepting it as part 

of the unexpected events that surrounded the three days of violence and mystery.  And, of 

course, there actually were two earthquakes, although they are only mentioned in the 

Gospel of Matthew. 

 

According to Matthew Henry’s Commentary, which was published in the early 1700’s, but 

remains a classic source of descriptive theological information: “There was a great 

earthquake. When he died, the earth that received him, shook for fear; now that he arose, 

the earth that resigned him, [that is, gave him up] leaped for joy in his exaltation. This 

earthquake did as it were loose the bond of death, and shake off the fetters of the grave, 

and introduce the Desire of all nations. It was the signal of Christ’s victory; notice was 

hereby given of it, that, when the heavens rejoiced, the earth also might be glad. It was 

a specimen of the shake that will be given to the earth at the general resurrection, when 

mountains and islands shall be removed, that the earth may no longer cover her slain. … 
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The kingdom of Christ, which was now to be set up, made the earth to quake, and terribly 

shook it. “ 

 

In spite of the somewhat archaic language, I think we get the picture of the cataclysmic 

effect of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  All Creation responded violently: first in agony, 

to the crucifixion, and then with great rejoicing and celebration to the resurrection and the 

incoming power of new creation.  In this we are shown how the divine and majestic power 

of God permeates His whole Creation.  This picture is also vividly rendered in the modern 

Easter hymn, which Judi has just sung for us: 

Did the grass sing? 

Did the earth rejoice to feel You again? 

Over and over like a trumpet underground 

Did the earth seem to pound, "He is risen!" 

Over and over in a never-ending round 

"He is risen, hallelujah, hallelujah!" 

 

Can’t you just begin to feel the earth-shattering power revealed in these words?  The whole 

earth responded to Jesus’ resurrection.  Theologian NT Wright in his book, “Surprised by 

Hope” states that “Easter is about the wild delight of God’s creative power.”  For Jesus 

didn’t just quietly rise from his old, dead battered body into his new resurrection body.  

Jesus’ resurrection is a definitive example of the unleashing of God’s incredible creative 

power.  For when Jesus was resurrected He was given a new body; a different body; an 

incorruptible body; a body that will never be subject to death.  God broke into His world in a 

new and incredibly dynamic way.   



3 
 

Now of course we know that there are many who scoff at the idea of Jesus’ resurrection 

and, if we’re really honest with ourselves we may find that we, too, may possibly have 

some doubt.  After all, we don’t know any dead people who have come to life.  So could it 

be that it’s all just a myth; just wishful thinking on the part of the disciples? 

 

The truth is that there are many, many scholarly sources that verify the accuracy of the 

resurrection claims.  Lee Strobel, in his classic book “The Case for Christ” interviews 

several of them and is transformed from being an agnostic to a passionate believer in the 

resurrection and the Lordship of Jesus.  In fact, they have made a movie of his journey to 

faith that is now playing in some of the surrounding theaters.  In reading his little book “The 

Case For Easter” what jumped out at me was the assertion made by Gary Habermas, a 

scholarly expert on the resurrection, that, “The resurrection was undoubtedly the central 

proclamation of the early church from the very beginning.  In other words, it wasn’t 

something that was made up later on.  The earliest Christians didn’t just endorse Jesus’ 

teachings; they were convinced they had seen him alive after his crucifixion.  That’s what 

changed their lives and started the church.”   

 

The disciples saw Jesus alive in a very real, very physical body.  He was not a ghost.  He  

ate with them; they touched him.  He was very very real.  But he was also very different 

because he had been given a new body; a resurrection body; a body that can never be 

ravaged by time or destroyed by death.  God had inserted a totally new creation into His old 

creation.  And that new creation has been passed on to us.  For one thing, we have been 

promised that we, too, will receive a new body in the final resurrection; a body like Jesus.  

But for now what we have received is the promised Holy Spirit, given to those who “confess 
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with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead.” 

 

Jesus himself declared “The Kingdom of God is at hand.”  God’s Kingdom arrived when  

Jesus began his ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit and it continued after His 

resurrection and ascension when God poured out His Holy Spirit upon His people at 

Pentecost, thereby indwelling them with new creation power.  And the implications for us 

are enormous.  For the Kingdom of God that appeared with Jesus and continued after His 

resurrection was not just for the disciples; and it was not  for the unforeseeable future; and 

it was not just for us to cling to for ourselves.   

  

The Kingdom of God is God’s continuing new creation in the world.  And this is really, really 

good news!  For His new creation includes us.  As we have talked about before, when we 

give our lives to Jesus we are given God’s Holy Spirit.  And because of that, we have the 

power of God dwelling within us.  We’ve talked about this as well.  We have been given the 

power to turn away from sin and to turn back to God.  We have the power to live a life that 

honors God and that furthers His Kingdom upon this earth.  We have the power to 

overcome our past, to leave fear behind, and to face the future with hope and joy.  To 

return to Matthew Henry’s commentary: He also wrote, “Those who are sanctified, [who 

have received Christ] and thereby raised to a spiritual life, while it is in the doing [will] find 

an earthquake in their own bosoms, as [did] Paul, who trembled and was astonished. 

(during his conversion on the Damascus Road). 

 

This is to say that even as the earth responded by quaking, so we, too, can experience a  
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shaking of our spirit and our soul if we have not done so already.  We, too, can experience 

new life in Christ.  Oswald Chambers, in his devotional “My Utmost for His Highest”, writes, 

“The Spirit of Jesus entering me rearranges my personal life before God.  The resurrection 

of Jesus has given Him the authority to give the life of God to me, and the experiences of 

my life must now be built on the foundation of His life.  I can have the resurrection life of 

Jesus here and now, and it will exhibit itself through holiness.” 

 

And this should give us a whole new outlook on life.  For this means that we have a job to 

do – to bring the Kingdom of God into the world around us.  And the most significant thing  

for us is to understand that we are never asked to do the work of God in our own strength 

and power.  It is the new creation life within us that will be unleashed to flow through us 

when we make it a priority to live our lives for God and to carry out His desires.  That is why 

we should never be afraid to pursue those things that God may be placing on our hearts; as 

individuals and as the church. 

 

It was the founder of World Vision, an evangelist named Bob Pierce, who wrote in his Bible, 

“Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God.”  Wikipedia tells us, “In 

1947, Robert Pierce joined Youth for Christ, in a series of evangelical rallies held in 

China.  On the trip, he met Tena Hoelkeboer, a missionary teacher. She presented him a 

battered and abandoned child. Unable to care for the child herself, Tena asked Pierce, 

"What are you going to do about her?" Pierce gave the woman his last five dollars and 

agreed to send the same amount each month to help the woman care for the child.  He was 

deeply affected by the poverty and human suffering that he witnessed. In 1950 he 

founded World Vision International.  About 20 years later he resigned from World Vision  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Youth_for_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Vision_International
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and founded Samaritan’s Purse. 

 

This is a prime example of how the power of God’s new creation, flowing through His 

committed servants, in the midst of His old creation that is still experiencing grief and 

suffering, brings about relief and hope to His fallen world.  And of course, there are endless 

similar examples around us today.  Indeed, with our participation in Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoebox ministry we are joining this flow of God’s new creation into the world.  And we are 

doing the same when we partner with St. John’s to provide food and funding for their after 

school program.   

 

What we may fail to realize, I think, is the extraordinary significance of our lives in the world 

around us.  Because of the Resurrection our lives really, really matter.  All lives matter, of 

course, not to put a political spin on this.  But what I am trying to say is that it really matters 

what choices we make and what we do with our lives because, as followers of Christ we 

have, as the Apostle Paul so aptly put it, treasure in jars of clay.  That is to say that we 

become a living Gospel in the world.  For it is by who we are and what we do to bring light 

into the darkness that the world will come to know the love and the power of Almighty God. 

So when we have a deeper understanding of the Resurrection it should, as Matthew Henry 

said, cause a veritable earthquake in our souls, our inner being, that reconnects us to God 

in a powerful way and unites us with His Kingdom purposes. 

 

Jesus came to show us who God is.  He came to show the love of God, the mercy of God, 

the peace of God, the justice of God.  And when he was crucified, raised from the dead, 

and taken up to be with God, He unleashed the power of God for His followers.  So 
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because of His resurrection we, too, can be filled with these divine attributes.  Now this in 

no way means that we are divine; rather it means that we become available to have these 

divine attributes flow out from us through God’s Holy Spirit, as streams of living water.  And 

whatever we do in the power and the love of God has lasting, even eternal, consequences. 

 

I am going to possibly challenge your perceptions here, because in his book “Surprised by 

Hope”, from which I have already quoted, Tom Wright, who has been called the world’s 

leading New Testament scholar, explains that, according to close examination of the 

scriptures, when we die we indeed go to heaven, or to put it more aptly, to Paradise.  

However, this is not our final destination.  It is, rather, a resting place where we remain until 

Jesus returns to earth to bring total restoration and redemption to God’s creation.  At that 

time our bodies will be resurrected; but they will not be the bodies we inhabit at this time.   

They will be bodies such as Jesus received; incorruptible bodies that will never die; and we 

will then reign with Him here on earth.  At that point in time God’s new creation of light and 

life will replace the old creation that succumbed to sin and death.  

 

Tom Wright describes it like this: “….the present body is animated by the normal human 

psyche (the life force we all possess here and now, which gets us through the present life 

but is ultimately powerless against illness, injury, decay, and death), and the future 

body…is animated by God’s pneuma, God’s breath of new life, the energizing power of 

God’s new creation.”  

 

Therefore, the greatest implication of God’s new creation for us is that the power of death  
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has been destroyed and we are promised new life; with the Father, with Jesus, and with  

one another for all eternity.  And it begins now.  And we receive an invitation in Revelation 

22: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’  And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’  Whoever is 

thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the waters of life.”   

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious and Amazing Heavenly Father, The Resurrection is something that 

boggles our minds and strains our credulity.  Help us, we pray, to believe the unbelievable 

and to rejoice that our times are in Your hands and that You have chosen us who believe to 

spend eternity with You. Heave up our souls, O God, that we may become vessels of Your 

light, Your love, and Your power going forth into this dark world that has such desperate 

need of You.  Help us to live resurrection lives in the power of Your Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


