
HOW DO WE STAND AGAINST EVIL? 

Scripture Reading: Romans 12:9-21 

 

 

A couple of weeks ago we talked about how evil operates in our lives.  We talked about 

temptation and deception; and about how vital it is for us to understand what God is telling us 

in the scriptures.  I have been made aware that my comments about abortion and same sex 

marriage made some uncomfortable.  I need you to understand that I am not trying to tell you 

how to think or what to believe.  I am merely trying to encourage you to engage with Scripture 

and to find out for yourselves what God thinks about these things – indeed, how God thinks 

about anything.  We all have opinions.  And they may be very valid and well-thought-out 

opinions.  But they are just that: opinions; opinions that have been shaped by the many 

variable experiences and perceptions in our lives.   

 

It is crucial that we gain the mind of Christ if we desire to see God’s Kingdom invade our 

present culture.  Unfortunately, so many of the things that should make for meaningful and 

important discussion have become highly politicized; making it hard for us to talk about them.  

However, if we do not talk about them, we will never grow in our understanding of God and of 

what He desires to transpire in His world. 

 

Today we are going to continue our discussion of how evil affects our lives by addressing 

some of the ways in which we can stand against evil.  At this point I think it would be beneficial 

for me to re-iterate Tom Wright’s definition of evil, as set forth in his book, “Evil and the Justice 

of God”:  “Evil is the force of anti-creation, anti-life, the force which opposes and seeks to 
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deface and destroy God’s good world of space, time and matter, and above all God’s image-

bearing human creatures.” 

 

Our scripture goes right to the heart of the matter: “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 

cling to what is good.”  We’ve just heard what constitutes evil; now we need to ask ourselves 

what, exactly, constitutes sincere love?  And that question, I believe, is answered in what Paul 

has to say about love in 1 Corinthians 13.  He leads us through all the desirable spiritual gifts 

available to God’s people and then concludes, “But if I do not have love, I have nothing.  Love 

is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in 

evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trust, always hopes, always 

perseveres.”  And there is more, but I think we get the picture. 

 

For this scripture from 1 Corinthians actually dovetails with our scripture reading from Romans.  

It shows us the incredible and indisputable importance of love in our lives.  And, if you noticed, 

both scriptures juxtapose evil alongside love and encourage us to employ love to stand against 

evil.  For it would appear that sincere love is the antidote to evil.  The Message translation 

begins our scripture this way: “Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it.  Run for dear 

life from evil; hold on for dear life to good.” 

 

So how do we do that?  How can we love from the center of who we are, if who we are at our 

center is a confusion of emotions?  How can we love from the center of who we are if we are 

bound up in bitterness, fear, anxiety, and perhaps even rebellion against God?  How do we 

even know if we are?  Where do we start to figure it all out?  In his book “Evil and the Justice of 
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God”, from which I have already quoted, Tom Wright says, “’Deliver us from evil’, we pray 

again and again in the Lord’s Prayer.  How will this deliverance happen – not only to us as 

individuals….but to God’s world as a whole?  The way I have chosen to get to the heart of this 

question is to reflect on the nature of forgiveness.”   

 

Then, in his reflection, he talks about the fact that evil must be named and confronted.  It does 

no good for us to pretend that something bad didn’t happen to us; or to deny that something 

distressing is going on; or, to know that it did but to not acknowledge it and confront it; to not 

adequately deal with the difficulties in our lives.  And it’s important for us to understand here 

that confrontation does not mean taking our revenge.  It simply means that we name the evil; 

we name and acknowledge the difficulty, the distress, or the violation; and then acknowledge 

who or what it was that deeply wounded us.  And then we need to forgive.   

 

And forgiveness, as we’ve talked about before, does not mean that we are excusing a person’s 

behavior; or excusing what happened.  It doesn’t mean that now everything’s okay.  It simply 

means that we have acknowledged what happened and that we have released that person or 

persons from our need to “get even”; and that we have chosen not to remain a victim of our 

circumstances. 

 

To again quote from Tom Wright: “Reflect for a moment on the inner dynamic of forgiveness 

….The fact is that when we forgive someone we not only release them from the burden of our 

anger and its possible consequences; we release ourselves from the burden of whatever it 

was they had done to us, and from the crippled emotional state in which we shall go on living if 

we don’t forgive them and instead cling to our anger and bitterness.  Forgiveness, then – 
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including God’s forgiveness of us, our forgiveness of one another and our forgiveness even of 

ourselves – is a central part of deliverance from evil.” 

 

And the template that we have for all of this is, of course, God Himself. “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.”  Because God gave Himself to us in His Son Jesus, we are in the most 

enviable position of having our sins forgiven. And, not only forgiven, but forgotten by God.  

When we understand and dare to believe that our sins really have been forgiven, we are then 

able to let go of any of the guilt, shame, and pain that have conspired to shape the way we 

relate to others and even to ourselves.   

 

For guilt and shame are also ways in which evil is able to make its mark upon our lives.  And 

when we are held in bondage to the negativity of evil we are unable to relate to the rest of the 

world with the love of God.  The weight of it crushes our spirit and burdens us down.  It keeps 

us from becoming the person God created us to be.  It keeps us from living out of His Love.  

However, when we are able to receive God’s forgiveness and to in turn forgive others, and 

ourselves, we will begin to live our lives more positively. 

 

I’m going to read our scripture again, this time from The Message, with some commentary on 

my part: “Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle. (Don’t need to have 

your needs met all the time).  Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame.  (Do what 

you need to do to keep up your physical and your spiritual energy). Be alert servants of the 

Master, cheerfully expectant.  (Keep watch for what God may be trying to do in your life).  

Don’t quit in hard times, pray all the harder.  (Keep trusting in the love and the power of God).  
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Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality.  (Think of ways to be there for others).  Bless 

your enemies (Are we praying for those national leaders with whom we have issues?  Are we 

praying for ISIS?), no cursing under your breath (or out loud!).  Laugh with your happy friends 

when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down.  (Just be there!)  Get along with each 

other; don’t be stuck-up. (Fortunately, there appears to be none of that around here).  Make 

friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody.  (Or that either).  Don’t hit back (Don’t 

repay evil for evil); discover beauty in everyone (Practice seeing Jesus in everyone you meet).  

If you’ve got it in you, get along with everybody.  (Don’t insist on having your own way).  Don’t 

insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. ‘I’ll do the judging,’ says God.  I’ll take care of 

it.’”  (Let go and let God). 

 

Notice how these admonitions are urging us to reach out to others in positive ways.  But we  

can’t do these things we are being told to do, in the way that we are being told to do them, if 

we are being held captive to bitterness, unforgiveness and resentment.  We won’t have it in us.  

And conversely, our positive actions will create a climate, an environment even, where evil 

cannot take root and thrive.  For remember, evil is “the force which opposes and seeks to 

deface and destroy…God’s image-bearing human creatures.”  And we actually begin the 

process of destroying one another when we allow the negative aspects of our lives to become 

a part of the way in which we relate to others. 

 

For evil is that which short-circuits the love of God in His Creation.  Evil is the force that would 

undermine our sense of worth and steal our joy.  And when we fail to live as forgiven and loved 

children of our merciful Father in heaven, we can easily contribute to the expansion of evil in 

this world.  For it is imperative for us to remember that evil can be very subtle.  An action of 
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ours that we may consider to be of no particular significance or consequence could very well 

be the tiny arrow that lodges in someone else’s mind or heart and begins to fester and to 

cause irreparable damage.  

 

Just think of a word or action on the part of another, perhaps carelessly tossed your way, that 

caused you to think less of yourself; or caused you to feel rejected; or caused you to become 

fearful in some way; or held you back from moving forward in a way that seemed right to you 

and was, perhaps, God’s plan for you.  Careless words cause immeasurable harm and 

instigate much evil – as is evidenced daily on social media.  Indeed, I’m beginning to think that 

social media is a tool of the devil himself.  But actually, anything can become a tool of the devil 

if we are not constantly being alert and aware. 

 

So I would ask you, are you harboring any bitterness, resentment, or unforgiveness toward 

someone or something?  If so, they or it have you by the throat and evil is holding you hostage.  

You need to let it go.  God does not want you stuck in the mire of bitterness and resentment 

because He knows it will eat you alive.  The problem is that we often do not want to deal with 

deep-seated issues in our lives because of the pain it brings up.  And we would do anything to 

avoid pain.  But it is a fact of life that in order for us to move on with our lives; in order for us to 

become emotionally and spiritually free people; we need to be willing to confront and walk 

through our pain in order to come out the other side. 

 

Psychologist M. Scott Peck in his classic book “The Road Less Travelled” wrote, “Life is 

difficult.  What makes life difficult is that the process of confronting and solving problems is a 

painful one….Problems, depending upon their nature, evoke in us frustration or grief or 
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sadness or loneliness or guilt or regret or anger or fear or anxiety or anguish or despair.  

These are uncomfortable feelings, very uncomfortable, often as painful as any kind of physical 

pain.”   And Scott Peck goes on to explain how it is only through our working through our 

problems and our pain, not trying to avoid or circumvent them, that we are able to grow 

mentally and spiritually.  And I would also point out that trying to avoid pain will only cause us 

more pain in the long run. 

 

So we can see how our failure to address our problems; our failure to deal with our harmful 

emotions; our failure to deal with our unforgiveness, will bring about the result described in our 

definition of evil.  And we can see also how our failure to allow the Love of God to work in our 

lives through forgiveness will invite into our lives that force which opposes and seeks to deface 

and destroy God’s image-bearing human creatures.  But when we allow ourselves to confront 

and work through our pain; when we allow ourselves to forgive others and to receive God’s 

forgiveness for ourselves; when we forgive ourselves, if need be; we open our hearts to being 

filled with that sincere love that the Apostle Paul is talking about and we put ourselves in the 

position of being able to overcome evil with good.  We put ourselves in the position of being 

able to love from the center of who we are, because who we are has become the repository for 

the unhindered love of God. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious God, help us, we pray to recognize the subtle ways in which evil 

impacts our lives, and to turn to You for the wisdom and strength that we need to overcome 

evil with good.  May we be able to forgive others as You have forgiven us.  And may we have 

that sincere love, spoken of in the Scripture, that enables Your Love to go forth into the world.  

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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