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MORNING HAS BROKEN 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

 

On Easter we saw how God broke into His world in a new and incredibly dynamic way by 

bringing new creation through the resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  For when Jesus 

was resurrected He was given a new body; a different body; an incorruptible body; a body 

that will never be subject to death.  And we affirmed that that new creation has been 

passed on to us.  Because, for one thing, we have been promised that we, too, will receive 

a new body in the final resurrection; a body like Jesus.  And, secondly, we have received 

the promise that we who believe are filled with His Holy Spirit to empower us to live our 

lives for the Kingdom and to the glory of God.  As we are told in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 

come.” 

 

We saw how, as followers of Jesus, it is of the greatest importance how we live our lives. 

Our scripture tells us that through the resurrection of Jesus we have been given a living 

hope.  And it is by who we are and what we do to bring light into the darkness; that is, it is 

through our belief and our hope; that the world will come to know the love and the power of 

Almighty God that was released into the world on Easter.  So, if we are going to go into the 

world as harbingers of God’s hope; if we are going to be able to live hope-filled lives; we 

need to know just what that hope is.   

 

Our scripture from1 Peter makes it very clear that our hope is grounded in the resurrection  
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of Jesus Christ.  Because Jesus was raised from the dead we have been promised that we, 

too, can have the hope of bodily resurrection into eternal life with God at the second 

coming of Jesus.  In the meantime, we have been given the Holy Spirit as a seal on God’s 

promise.  And we are assured that we have this hope as a divine inheritance that is being 

kept for us; an inheritance quite unlike an earthly one.  For, as we know all too well, an 

earthly inheritance will be subject to taxes; to possible litigation.  It can be lost through the 

vagaries of the stock market or other financial misfortunes.  It can even be squandered and 

eventually lost.  However, our eternal inheritance is divinely being kept safe for us.  Indeed, 

Ephesians 1:13 tells us, “The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance 

he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people.  He did this so we would 

praise and glorify him.” 

 

Because we have been given the Holy Spirit, eternal life begins now, and we have the 

power of God living within us.  I know I sound like a broken record.  But I do not think that 

we have completely understood this stupendous truth; myself included.  Tom Wright, in his 

book “Surprised By Hope”, from which I quoted on Easter, very strongly maintains that 

because God’s new creation has already broken into His old creation; and because we are 

a part of that new creation, through the resurrection of Jesus and the indwelling of His Holy 

Spirit, it is very important for us to fulfill our capability of becoming agents who will begin to 

bring that new creation into the world.  Indeed, that is the main work of the Church.  

 

In the Gospel of John we are told that when the resurrected Jesus first appeared to his 

disciples who were hiding behind locked doors he said to them, “Peace be with you!  As the 

Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And Matthew records his final words to them, what 
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we know as the Great Commission: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.”  In other words, we have been commissioned to be power-filled disciples 

of Jesus. 

 

In regards to this commission, Richard Stearns, President of World Vision, US, in his book, 

“The Hole in Our Gospel”, has this to say: “My colleague Sam Kamaleson, an Indian pastor 

and evangelist who served with World Vision for decades, helped me see the Great 

Commission in its most clear-cut terms.  He said that the Lord’s command to go out and 

make disciples is a direct invitation to join God in what He is doing – [it is a] call to action.  

Speaking to each of us, God is saying, “You, Me, let’s go! We have work to do, and it’s 

urgent! Join Me!”  He continues, “How amazing to see our participation in kingdom work in 

this way – as God’s partners.  And if we really are partners with Him, then it follows that we 

are not to stand by….casually waiting for Christ’s return.  No, we’re to go about the 

Master’s business, carrying the good news through our words and deeds, thereby ushering 

in the kingdom of God.  When Christ returns, it will be to complete the work that we, His 

followers, have begun in His name.  He will then make whole that which we have 

accomplished only in part.”  And at this point Stearns quotes from Tom Wright’s book, 

“Surprised By Hope”, from which I have been quoting as well. 

 

Now I realize I’m giving you a lot of quotes here, but I’m going to also share that quote from 

Tom Wright; for he says it so very well: “…what we can and must do in the present, if we 

are obedient to the gospel, if we are following Jesus, and if we are indwelt, energized, and 
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directed by the Spirit, is to build for the kingdom.  This brings us…to 1 Corinthians 

15:58…[that says] ‘what you do in the Lord is not in vain.’  You are not oiling the wheels of 

a machine that’s about to roll over a cliff.  You are not restoring a great painting that’s 

shortly going to be thrown on the fire.  You are not planting roses in a garden that’s about 

to be dug up for a building site.  You are – strange though it may seem, almost as hard to 

believe as the resurrection itself – accomplishing something that will become in due course 

part of God’s new world.  Every act of love, gratitude, and kindness; every work of art or 

music inspired by the love of God and delight in the beauty of his creation; every minute 

spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read or to walk; every act of care and 

nurture, of comfort and support, for one’s fellow human beings and for that matter one’s 

fellow nonhuman creatures; and of course every prayer, all Spirit-led teaching, every deed 

that spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies holiness rather than 

corruption, and makes the name of Jesus honored in the world – all of this will find its way, 

through the resurrection power of God, into the new creation that God will one day make.  

That is the logic of the mission of God.” 

 

And from all of this we are to understand that the mission of God has become our mission.  

And the way that we relate to one another and the world can become an extremely 

powerful force for healing and redemption.  What’s important for us to grasp here is that 

whatever we do to partner with God in Kingdom building will have eternal consequences.  

As the scripture tells us, nothing that we ever do with and for God will be in vain, if we are 

doing it with spiritual discernment and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now I realize that it’s one thing to talk about all of this; and it’s entirely another to live it out  
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day by day.  God’s mission takes some of His children to far countries to share the Gospel; 

and to some of them He gives special ministries here at home.  But what about the rest of 

us?  Those of us who get up every day and either head for work or go about our daily 

business.  How can we possibly make an eternal difference in our seemingly humdrum 

lives?   

 

Let’s return to that scripture from 1 Corinthians 15 that Tom Wright spoke of in his passage: 

The Apostle Paul has just finished describing what our resurrection body will be like and 

what it will be like to be transformed, to be changed; assuring us of Christ’s victory over sin 

and death.  And he ends the passage with these words:  “So, my dear brothers and sisters, 

be strong and immovable.  Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that 

nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.” (or, in vain) 

 

There is nothing here about special ministries or spiritual vocations.  Paul’s words are for 

the Body of Christ, whoever and wherever they may be.  We spread the Gospel by loving 

others.  But talk is cheap and action is required; so we need to enlarge that statement by 

declaring that we spread the Gospel by loving others practically.  

 

This means that the smallest acts of kindness will, as I have said, have eternal 

consequences.  They will, as it were, store up for us treasure in heaven.  Jesus said, “Don’t 

store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where 

thieves break in and steal.  Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot 

destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there the 

desires of your heart will also be.”   
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We may not think that visiting someone who is housebound, or taking them a meal, or 

taking someone shopping who cannot drive, or watching someone’s children for a few 

hours, or sending off a card or a note, or taking the time to listen to a friend is particularly 

meaningful in the grand scheme of things.  But, as Tom Wright pointed out, these things 

have a far greater impact in the world and in eternity than we can know.   To use a well-

known catch phrase: these random acts of kindness allow the love of God to shine forth 

into His world.  Not only that, they become for us treasure stored up in heaven.  And, they 

become a part of the new creation – the Kingdom of God – that God is bringing to bear 

upon His earth. 

 

Also, besides simple acts of kindness and thoughtfulness, another way to love others 

practically, and to powerfully impact the Kingdom, is through forgiveness.  This week I was 

made aware of a very powerful example of this.  As we know, ISIS set off bombs in 

Christian churches in Egypt on Good Friday, killing many people. The story is being told of 

one Christian woman's response after she tragically lost her husband in the attack.  When 

Egyptian television personality Amr Adeeb, a Muslim, asked her about her feelings toward 

the terrorist who killed her husband, this is what he heard: 

 

"May God forgive you, and we also forgive you," she said, addressing the ISIS terrorists. 

"You put my husband in a place that I couldn't have dreamed of.  Believe me, I am proud of 

him. And I wish I was there beside him, believe me, and I thank you."  After hearing this, 

Adeeb, the telecaster, could only sit in silent disbelief.  After ten seconds of intense silence, 

Adeeb praised Christians for their shocking forgiveness. "Egyptian Christians are made of 

steel!" He exclaimed. "How great is the amount of forgiveness you have?? If your enemy 



7 
 

knew how much forgiveness you have for them, he would not believe it. If it was my father, 

I could never say this! These people have so much forgiveness. This is their faith and 

religious conviction." 

 

The article then stated, “Her testimony has touched thousands across the world. Anba 

Angaelos, general bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Britain, said he takes ‘huge 

pride in their witness and in their example.’ ‘If they can live with this grace and 

graciousness in that volatile setting, then in our day-to-day lives and in our day-to-day 

struggles, we should be able to do the same,’ he says.  Christians face violent persecution 

in the Middle East but that has not stopped many believers from following the example of 

this Christian woman -- to forgive.” 

 

And there have been countless other stories like this one.  We heard similar stories last 

year when a gunman shot and killed several people at a Bible study in Charleston, South 

Carolina.  The survivors immediately offered their forgiveness.  (Which, by the way, does 

not negate their grief and their pain).  Now, make no mistake about it: the only reason that 

anyone is able to forgive on this monumental scale is that they have allowed the power of 

God to permeate their lives and to lift them above their human emotions.  They have 

allowed God to empower them to release His love and forgiveness into the world in ways 

that cannot be glossed over or denied.  And most of us have the opportunity daily to do the 

same; albeit on a much smaller scale.  However, where forgiveness is concerned, it’s never  

a small thing. 

 

When we release the love of God into the world in practical ways we show the world that,  
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as our scripture asserts, though we have not seen him we love him; and even though we 

do not see him now, we believe in him.  And this assertion brings us great blessing.  For 

when, on one of his appearances to his disciples after his resurrection, Jesus invited 

doubting Thomas to put his fingers into his wounds, he said, “Because you have seen me, 

you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

Finally, another way that we acknowledge and join God’s new creation, live out the hope 

that we have, and access His power in our lives, is to believe those things that He has put 

in our heart.  If God has put a dream in your heart, believe Him for it even though you may 

have no idea how it will come about.  Conversely, if God has convicted you of something 

that is not good for you but that has been part of your life for a long, long time, trust that 

with His help you will eventually be able to set it aside for something better. 

 

The implications of God’s new creation power for our lives are limitless.  God will take and 

use whatever we are willing to give Him.  And often, when we are willing to give up those 

things that are keeping us from Him and completely surrender our lives to Him, we will be 

amazed at what He is able to do in and with our lives.  For, as we are told in 1 Corinthians 

2, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 

those who love him.”   

 

Morning has broken!   We have been given birth into a living hope of a redemptive new  

creation.  We have been assured of unbroken eternal life with the Father; and with Jesus 

and His Holy Spirit.  We have been promised an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade.  And in this hope and this promise we are most blessed because, as we are told in 2 
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Corinthians, “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘yes’ in Christ.  

And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God.  Now it is God who 

makes both us and you stand firm in Christ.  He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on 

us, and put his Spirt in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious Heavenly Father, give us the grace to take You at Your Word.  Give 

us the grace to trust in Your mind-boggling promises of resurrection life, both now and in 

the ages to come.  And give us the desire to be agents of new creation in the world around 

us through the power of Your Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


