
WANTING FOR NOTHING 

2 Peter 1:1-9 

 

 

Our sermon today was somewhat inspired by an entry in a devotional “My Utmost for His 

Highest” by Oswald Chambers.  I would highly recommend this devotional to any of you 

who are interested in going deeper spiritually.  Chambers wrote: “Remember that you 

have been saved so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in your body.  Direct the 

total energy of your powers so that you may achieve everything your election as a child of 

God provides; rise every time to whatever occasion may come your way.” 

 

What he is saying here is that because we have been saved; that is, reconciled to God 

through the shed blood of Jesus, we have a special mission.  We have a mission to show 

the world who Jesus is.  Our scripture reading is telling us much the same thing in a 

slightly different way.  And they both are telling us that because we are children of God 

we have been provided with everything that we need to live righteous and upright lives to 

His honor and glory. 

 

But let’s begin at the beginning: In our scripture the Apostle Peter was writing to 

Christians in western Asia Minor to encourage them to beware of false prophets and 

teachers and to warn them against people who have come into the church in order to 

carry out evil purposes.  And in order for them to be able to do that he was exhorting them 

to pursue spiritual maturity.  And this call to pursue spiritual maturity is applicable to all of 

God’s children, regardless of what situations they may find themselves dealing with.   
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In his introduction Peter is identifying himself with the new identity he was given through 

his relationship with the risen Christ.  (As we’ve been talking about, “if anyone is in Christ 

he (or she) is a new creation.”)   And Peter is pointing out that the faith that had been 

given both to him and to those to whom he was writing came as a result of the 

righteousness that they had received through being united with Christ.  As one 

commentator put it, “…they [had] been equally called, saved, and equipped to live the 

Christian life because of the righteousness of Christ.”  And righteousness is defined as 

God’s own perfection in every attribute, attitude, behavior and word. 

 

We, too, have been given His righteousness as well as God’s powerful provision and his 

precious promises because we too have been united with Christ through the work of the 

Holy Spirit, enabling us to partake of His divine nature.  Therefore, because of who we 

are in Christ, we are called and equipped to live fruitful lives that will bring honor and glory 

to our God.  Chuck Swindoll, in his commentary on 2 Peter presents a partial list of some 

of the promises that we have been given as the righteous children of God.  They are as 

follows: Forgiveness of all our sins – past present and future; spiritual adoption by God 

the Father; spiritual strength by the Holy Spirit; comfort through suffering and hardship; 

provision of our needs; hope of heaven when we die; bodily resurrection when He returns; 

reigning with Him in His kingdom.  And, of course, there are many others as well.  These 

are promises that have been given to us; however, in order for us to receive the benefit of 

these promises we need to appropriate them. 

 

And we appropriate them by faith.  The first thing that the Apostle Peter mentions in his 

letter is the gift of faith; which is the God-given ability to believe and to trust in Christ for 
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our salvation.  For it is only through our faith that we are able to appropriate these great 

and precious promises. 

   

E.M. Bounds in his little book entitled “Prayer and Spiritual Warfare” has this to say about 

faith: “Faith is not an abstract belief in the Word of God or a mere mental belief.  It is not a 

simple agreement of the understanding and will or a passive belief in facts, no matter how 

sacred or thorough.  Faith is an operation of God, a divine illumination, a holy energy 

planted by the Word of God and the Spirit in the human soul…Faith deals with God and is 

conscious of God.  It deals with the Lord Jesus Christ and sees Him as a Savior.  It deals 

with God’s Word and lays hold of the truth.  It deals with the Spirit of God and is 

energized and inspired by its holy fire.  God is the great objective of faith, for faith rests its 

whole weight on His Word.  Faith is not an aimless act of the soul, but a looking to God 

and a resting on His promises.  Just as love and hope always have an objective, so also 

has faith.  Faith is not believing just anything.  It is believing God, resting in Him and 

trusting His Word.” 

 

Notice here that we are not being told that faith entails believing IN God; but rather that 

faith is BELIEVING God: believing that everything He has told us in His Word is true and 

is meant for our benefit.  It entails our understanding of His promises to us and then 

acting on them so that we might become fruitful disciples to His glory.  A few years ago 

we gave out Bible promise books.  I would encourage you, when you go home, to unearth 

yours and have a look through.  And for those of you who were not here to receive one, if 

you would like one please let me know because I think we may have a few hanging 

around.  It is so very helpful for us to know and to appropriate the promises of God for our  
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lives. 

 

The Rev. Scotty Smith illuminates some of these promises in his “Everyday Prayers”  

devotional; and in so doing he is encouraging us to join with God in noticing and 

appropriating them: “Father, you are constantly running to me in the gospel – inviting me, 

imploring me, pleading with me to get on the dance floor of your grace, to enjoy the music 

of reconciliation, to sing the songs of redemption, to make merry to the glory of God.  You 

are constantly saying to my grumbling, complaining, discontented, self-righteous face, ‘My 

son, you’re always with me because I’m always with you.  Nothing will ever separate you 

from the everlasting love I have for you and all my children.  I greatly delight in you.  I 

rejoice over you with singing.  Everything I have is yours.  All your sins are forgiven, 

including your gross ingratitude.  I’ve declared you to be righteous in my beloved Son.  

I’ve hidden your life in his.  I’ve begun a good work in you, and in my whole broken world, 

that I will bring to completion. I’ve made you a coheir of the new heaven and new earth.  

You are destined for an eternity of perfect relationships – perfect everything.  Come, let 

us rejoice and be glad.’” 

 

I was convicted this past week by the realization that I am too often asking God for the 

things that I want to see happen – in my life, in the lives of my family members, in the life 

of the church; and in our nation and the world.  When, in reality, I should be asking what 

GOD wants to see happen in all of these areas.  It seems to me that we are constantly 

treating God solely as the giver of gifts for our benefit and well-being, when it should be 

the other way around: How can we give our lives to God in such a way that He can use 

them to accomplish His purposes?  It isn’t that we shouldn’t be asking God to fill our 
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needs; but rather that perhaps we should be asking Him to fill our needs in such a way 

that it brings glory and honor to Him and shows the world who He is. 

 

For it also occurred to me this past week, as I was telling someone how God chose the 

Jews to be His special people, not because they were better than anyone else, but 

because He wanted to use them to show the world who He is; that that purpose has been 

passed on to us Christians through the shed blood of Jesus.  Now WE are the ones God 

wants to use to show the world Who He is.  And it is this understanding that I believe was 

expressed in the devotional reading I used to begin this sermon.  And, of course, as we 

are told in our scripture, it is our faith that is the starting point for us. 

 

Now, after the Apostle Peter talks about faith he proceeds to tell us that when we 

appropriate the promises of God into our lives we have everything we need to lead lives 

that are upright and pleasing to God.  We have everything we need to avoid the 

corrupting influences that surround us every day because we have the power of God 

dwelling within us.  The entire thrust of the Gospel and New Testament theology is that 

we are to be living fruitful and godly lives in the midst of unsettling times, regardless of our 

outward circumstances, trusting God to provide everything we need to remain true to the 

Gospel. 

 

And in our scripture reading the Apostle is showing us how to do that. The list of qualities 

that Peter is urging us to add to our foundation of faith will help us to stand firm, although 

they may at first seem a bit daunting.  However, we need to keep in mind that it is God’s 

divine power that will enable his strength to overcome our weakness.   And you might be 
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surprised at the qualities you already possess without even being aware.  See if you can 

see any of them in yourself. 

 

Initially, we are told to add to our faith goodness.  In the NLT the word goodness is 

rendered “moral excellence.”  So we are being told to turn our backs on anything that 

might be considered to be morally questionable.  Now this gets tricky because currently 

so many things in our culture are seen as acceptable that were once considered taboo.  

And this is where our knowledge of scripture becomes so important, enabling us to see 

things through God’s eyes.  Also, sometimes we may be tempted to fudge things just a 

little: to tell a white lie; to slightly cheat on our income tax; to fail to mention an 

expenditure to our spouse; to neglect to do our share of the work.  The list could, of 

course, go on forever.  But you get the picture.  Sometimes moral excellence just means 

doing the right thing. 

 

Next we are being exhorted to grow in the knowledge of Christ.  This refers to our growing 

in our understanding of Jesus and who He is by keen observation and experience.  In 

other words, we are to make a deliberate effort to deepen our relationship with Jesus and 

to become aware of the all ways in which he relates to each one of us personally; to be 

on the lookout for the ways in which He is interacting with us.  To notice how He is caring 

for us.  Because He always is. 

 

Next the Apostle mentions self-control: “The devil made me do it.”  Well, yes, maybe.  But 

the whole point of our scripture is to remind us that we do not have to fall prey to 

temptation.  We have the power of God to enable us to exercise self-control and to walk 
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away from temptation.  The more pertinent point is, “Do we want to?”  Do we really want 

to put God first and live lives that are pleasing to Him?  Or is it just easier to indulge 

ourselves in those things that give us momentary pleasure? 

 

The quality of perseverance comes next.  This word is translated in the NLT as “patient  

endurance.”  And I think that is a very adequate definition.  God never promised us an 

easy journey.  Or, as we are apt to say, He never promised us a rose garden.  But He did 

promise to be with us regardless of what is going on in our lives.  It’s hard to keep on 

going when everything seems to be turning against us and we just can’t see our way 

forward.  And it’s very hard to keep on praying for someone or for a particular situation 

when it appears that nothing is happening and we can’t figure out how anything could 

possibly change anyway.  But sometimes what God is after and what God is doing takes 

a very long time.  Those of you who were here last week will recall the story I told about 

St. Augustine’s mother, Monica, who prayed for 17 years for her wayward, dissolute son.  

I’m sure she could never in her wildest dreams have imagined that he would, in time, 

become one of the giants of the Church.  But God got ahold of Augustine in His time and 

in His way and used him mightily.   

 

According to Chuck Swindoll, “the word ‘perseverance’ also means to “remain under” 

whatever may come.  It requires a firm footing on the foundation of faith, a clear focus on 

the pursuit of hope, and an unparalleled patience.  In our time we are seeing the powerful 

example of the Coptic Christians who are suffering such terrible persecution, but who 

continue to persevere in their trials; even offering forgiveness to their persecutors. 
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And of course we are being called to add godliness to our faith.  Godliness not only 

means that we have the right perspective and attitude toward God, showing Him proper 

reverence and worship; it also means that as a result of our attitude toward God we will 

have a godly attitude toward others.  We will have a servant’s heart, along with a genuine 

desire to help others.  And, as well, we will always show others the honor and respect due 

them as children of God.  We are living in such a polarized world that it can sometimes be 

very difficult to refrain from demonizing those with whom we disagree; particularly in the 

political arena.  But we need to respect others as children of God and, rather than vilifying 

them, to pray for them.  If someone is really lost, they need God.  Or, it may be that we 

need God to give us a new and different perspective on that person. 

 

Brotherly kindness refers to treating others as if they were a part of our own family.  It 

actually describes who we are as a church family: bearing one another’s burdens, sharing 

one another’s joys; comforting one another in grief and celebrating with one another in 

times of joy.  And of course we were able to do that in a most wonderful way when we 

celebrated Matt and Alexa’s wedding a couple of weeks ago. 

 

And, finally, we are told to add genuine love to our foundation of faith.  Actually, genuine 

love is the culmination of all the other attributes that we have been adding.  And the love 

that the Apostle Peter is talking about is “agape” love – the love that seeks the highest 

good for others.  It is the love that enables us to take a back seat to other’s needs.  This is 

the kind of love that God showed His world when He sent Jesus to bring about our 

salvation. 
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Our scripture promises us that the more we cultivate these qualities the greater will be the 

growth of our relationship with Jesus as well as our productivity and usefulness in the 

Christian life.  The more we cultivate these qualities, the more we will become like Jesus.  

Now, we can see from a cursory study that it will not always be easy for us to fulfill these 

attributes in such a way that our lives will bring glory to God.  But we have been promised 

everything we need if we will but make up our minds to submit to God and to prepare 

ourselves to receive His great and precious promises.   

 

Now I would ask you if you were able to identify some of the qualities that were 

mentioned.  Have you seen some of them come to fruition in your own life?  And if so, I 

would ask you to reflect on the fact that God has been doing a work in you; probably as 

you were unaware.   And then I would remind you of Paul’s encouragement to the 

Philippians: “And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will 

continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”  And 

further, because we have been told that “By his divine power, God has given us 

everything we need for living a godly life,” we can be assured that when it comes to 

achieving our goal of Christ-likeness, we are wanting for nothing. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Gracious God, as You work in our lives we ask that You would help us to be 

more aware of Your great and precious promises to us; as well as giving us the desire to 

grow in those attributes that will bring about a harvest of fruitfulness for Your Kingdom.  In 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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