
 

 

WHO IS MY MOTHER? II 

Scripture Readings:  Matthew 12:46-50; Matthew 13:33 

 

 

I’m going to begin with a confession.  You have already heard a version of this sermon 

twice during the years that I have been with you.  But it came to my mind a few weeks 

ago to preach it again.  And, of course, many of you have never heard it.  Also, I would 

like to mention to the men that even though I am pretty much addressing the women 

in this sermon, there is a lot in here for you as well.  So, here goes:  It begins with a 

reading: 

       “The young mother set her foot on the path of life. "Is this the long way?" she 

asked.   And the guide said:  "Yes, and the way is hard.  And you will be old before 

you reach the end of it. But the end will be better than the beginning."    

 But the young mother was happy, and she would not 

 believe that anything could be better than these years. So she played with her 

children, and gathered flowers for 

 them along the way, and bathed them in the clear streams; and the sun shone on 

them, and the young Mother cried, 

 "Nothing will ever be lovelier than this."   

Then the night came, and the storm, and the path was 

 dark, and the children shook with fear and cold, and the mother drew them close and 

covered them with her mantle, and the children said, "Mother, we are not afraid, for 

you are near, and no harm can come." 

And the morning came, and there was a hill ahead, and 

 the children climbed and grew weary, and the mother was weary. But at all times she 
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said to the children," A little patience and we are there." So the children climbed, and 

when they reached the top they said, "Mother, we would not have done it without you."  

And the mother, when she lay down at night looked up 

 at the stars and said, "This is a better day than the last, for my children have learned 

fortitude in the face of hardness. Yesterday I gave them courage. Today, I've given 

them strength." 

And the next day came strange clouds which darkened 

 the earth, clouds of war and hate and evil, and the children groped and stumbled, and 

the mother said: "Look up. Lift your eyes to the light. " And the children looked and 

saw above the clouds an everlasting glory, and it guided them beyond the darkness. 

And that night the Mother said,  

"This is the best day of all, for I have shown my children God." 

And the days went on, and the weeks and the months and 

 the years, and the mother grew old and she was little and bent. But her children were 

tall and strong, and walked with courage.  And when the way was rough, they lifted 

her, 

 for she was as light as a feather; and at last they came to a hill, and beyond they 

could see a shining road and golden gates flung wide. And the mother said, "I have 

reached the end of my journey. And now I know the end is better than the beginning, 

for my children can walk alone, and their children after them. 

And the children said, "You will always walk with us, 

 Mother, even when you have gone through the gates." 

 And they stood and watched her as she went on alone, and the gates closed after 

her.  And they said: "We cannot see her but she is with us still. A Mother like ours is 

more than a memory.  She is a living presence......." 

 

 

This beautiful reading is a picture of a mother who is living in faith in the Kingdom of God.   
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We could all wish that we had been given such a gift of faith by our mothers.   And some of 

us have.  But many of us have not.  For some of us Mother’s Day can be a very hard day.  

And for many reasons.  For those of us who have lost our mothers, it’s sad.  For those of us 

who have not had a good relationship with our mother, and for those of us who would like to 

have been a mother, but have not been so blessed, it can be painful.  And we all know that 

family life is not for the faint hearted!  However, whatever our circumstances, whatever we 

were or were not given by our mothers, we are all grateful to our mothers for giving us the gift 

of life.   

 

But this morning I would like to talk with you about the passage we have just read where 

Jesus asks, “Who is my mother?” along with the passage about the Kingdom of God, and 

explore a little the concept of spiritual mothers and spiritual family.  We often tell each other 

that we are part of our church “family.”  And we have been taught that we are brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  But what does this truly mean?  What are the temporal and spiritual 

ramifications of such admissions? 

 

When Jesus said, “Who is my mother?” he was not rejecting or ignoring his own mother.  In 

fact, the biblical evidence is strong that he had a close relationship with his mother, and she 

was the last one for whom he cared personally, even while he was hanging on the cross.  

What Jesus was saying was that in the Kingdom of God our family ties extend beyond our 

earthly family and we become a unique spiritual family.  He also is saying that our spiritual 

family must be a priority in our lives.  We are all brothers and sisters in Christ, here in this 

church as well as with Christians all over the world.  That is why it is so important for us to  
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continue to pray for one another and for the persecuted church in all nations. 

Jesus’ family did not understand him; they did not recognize his mission.  Even Mary, who 

had witnessed the miracle of his birth, did not understand.  She was concerned for him 

because everyone was talking about him and some people were saying that he was crazy.  

She must also have been very fearful for him because he was offending the religious leaders.  

Jesus knew all of this.  And he understood.  Jesus understands everything!  But he was 

aiming for something beyond the immediate understanding of even his followers:  he was 

aiming to establish the Kingdom of God upon the earth.  And part of the means of 

establishing this Kingdom was the creation of spiritual family. 

 

A mother can be the heart of the family, and her influence can be huge.  Now, we may not all 

be biological mothers, but the need for spiritual mothers in the family of God is great.  For 

instance, when a biological mother passes on someone should be there to step in and 

cushion the loss.   Or, our youth may not always be on good terms with their mothers, so 

they, too, may need someone to fill a temporary void.  And that someone could be one of us.   

Those of us whose mothers have been gone from our lives for a very long time would benefit 

from a mothering spirit.  And those of us with years of experience behind us have a great 

responsibility to the women coming along, following in our footsteps.  We have much to offer 

in life experience and encouragement, even as they have much to offer us in the way of fresh 

ideas and new perspectives.   

 

We are living in a time when we can no longer look at life, or the family, or the church in a 

totally established, conventional way.  Things have changed, whether we like it or not, 
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whether it is good or not, and our perceptions need to change as well.  We can no longer 

look at the church as merely the place we come on Sunday morning to worship and to 

fellowship with one another.  We can no longer come to church on Sunday morning and then, 

perhaps, forget about our relationship with God for the rest of the week.   

 

We have to look at the church as the place to which God has brought us to grow us up in  

Him, to make us strong and effective disciples, and to minister to all the hurting souls that He 

wishes to bring to us for healing and strength.  God put us into families for a reason – not 

only to give and receive love, nurturing and support, but for the purpose of growing our 

character; of refining us into the people He has created us to be.  And He has put us into 

church families for the same reason.  As we learn to interact with one another, to respect, 

cherish, and love one another, in spite of our differences, we are being shaped and molded 

into the people God needs to further His Kingdom.  This is the purpose of spiritual family.  

This is the place to which we have been called by Jesus. 

 

It is very hard for us to give up our understanding of things and of the way we have always 

done things.  It goes against our grain.  We don’t like it.  And sometimes it’s hard to put up 

with other people who annoy us and frustrate us and, possibly, drive us crazy; especially if 

we live or work with them.  But God is asking us to look at ourselves from another 

perspective and to understand that when we are asked to make a change in the way we do 

things, and when we rub up against these people who drive us crazy, we are being given an 

opportunity for spiritual growth.  We all tend to look at the world through our own personal, 

specialized lens, and we tend to think that everyone else should see things as we do.  But 
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the brutal truth is that they don’t and they probably won’t!  I love the old Pennsylvania Dutch 

anecdote:  “You know, everyone is crazy, except me and thee; and sometimes I think that 

thee is a little crazy too!” 

 

 And it is crucial that we learn to live in the Kingdom of God because, as we are told in 

Ephesians 5:16, “the days are evil.”   Truth and values have departed from our land.  We are 

living in a society where anything goes.  Our children no longer have any social or behavioral 

parameters in society nor, often, in the schools.  I am not telling you anything you do not 

already know.  But what I want to tell you, that you may not be aware of, is that there IS 

something that the church can do about this.  The church (and when I say “church” I mean 

God’s people), the church can become a living, breathing organism of God’s power of love 

and redemption.  If we will make a commitment of allowing ourselves to be molded into a 

church family that is intentionally living in the Kingdom of God, that is a true spiritual family, 

we will be mightily used by God for His Kingdom purposes.  And we won’t have to be worried 

about our finances and our programs because, whenever God is allowed to have His way in 

a church, the church grows and prospers in the Holy Spirit.  And it will be God’s power and 

not ours that will provide everything we need. 

 

Our second scripture lesson talks about the yeast in the dough that is hidden but, when it 

begins to work all through the dough, causes the dough to rise.  There is a lot said about 

yeast, or leaven, in the commentaries.  But the prevailing interpretation for this scripture is 

that the leaven symbolizes the Kingdom of God that penetrates and works silently to 

transform people and society. 



7 

 

Being a spiritual mother (or father) in the Kingdom of God is being just like that yeast.   The 

things we do for others or for the church may seem small and insignificant in our own eyes.  

However, as we talked about just a couple of weeks ago, nothing, nothing that is done for the 

love of God is insignificant.  At the end of our lives we will probably find that the greatest 

impact we have had on another’s life is some small act of kindness or word of wisdom that 

we don’t even remember.  We never know when our care, our concern, our small acts of 

kindness, forgiveness, and mercy may be just the touch that turns a life around; that brings 

another back from discouragement and despair; that encourages someone to hang in when 

they are just about to give up. 

 

Being part of a spiritual family, living in the Kingdom of God, means that the Kingdom of God 

has to come first in our lives.  When we acknowledge God as our Father and Jesus as His 

Son, His family becomes our family, and our allegiance to Him as Father must come before 

all earthly allegiances. We are asked to be obedient to God’s call on our lives first and to let 

everything else in our lives follow.  Now this does not negate the importance of our roles as 

earthly mothers and fathers, or the roles of our mothers and fathers.  Rather, it strengthens 

the importance of that role and adds another dimension of growth and richness to our lives – 

another area of focus and of great responsibility.  It deepens us spiritually and brings us 

closer to God. 

 

Part of the responsibility of being spiritual mothers (and fathers, I again add) is to become  
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mighty in prayer.  We are being called to unconditionally love our own children and 

grandchildren, as well as those of others, and to be there for them even when they are the 

most unlovable and when they may be living lives that are totally unacceptable to us.  We are 

not to enable them, of course; but we are to love them and to be an example of godliness to  

them.  And the most powerful way that we can show our love and support is through prayer.  

We must be continually and constantly praying for our families, even when it appears that our 

prayers are hopeless and fruitless.   

 

A powerful example of this is the story of Monica, the mother of St. Augustine.  Monica was 

born in the year 333 A.D.  She had an unhappy marriage, but managed to maintain a sweet 

and godly disposition in spite of that.  She had three sons and her eldest, Augustine, was 

more than a handful.  He led a dissolute life, taking a mistress and fathering a child out of 

wedlock.  For 17 years Monica wrestled with God for the soul of her wayward son.  He 

eventually fled to Rome in spite of Monica’s prayers that God would block his way, and there 

he had a profound conversion experience.  We know Augustine as one of the great thinkers 

of the church who had an astounding influence on the development of Christian doctrine.  As 

we are told in the book of James, “The prayer of a righteous man (or woman) is powerful and 

effective.” 

 

The Kingdom of God is also described by Jesus in our scripture reading as being like a 

mustard seed.  Jesus is telling us that the seed of faith begins very small in each individual, 

but as it is nourished daily it grows into a great bush.  This bush is a picture of Christianity, of 

the Kingdom of Heaven, here on this earth, when mature believers and congregations 
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provide lodging for the people of a lost world.  Jesus talks a lot about the Kingdom of 

Heaven, that is, the Kingdom of God.  He came to this earth to establish that Kingdom and 

we had better understand that it is a top priority with Him.  It is not enough for us to be a 

gathered body of people who meet on Sunday morning for worship and for fellowship.  We 

are being called to a higher level of commitment, to becoming “yeast in the dough” and, of 

course “salt and light.”  As a spiritual family we are called to care for one another and to love 

one another with God’s love.  And as spiritual mothers and fathers we have a magnificent 

opportunity to be of service to our God. 

 

God’s love is awesome!  And it’s available to us all!  Receiving it, may we all become spiritual   

mothers and fathers as we care for one another and for all those who God will bring to us.  

Who IS my mother? 

 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for mothers, for the earthly families that you have prepared for us.  

And we thank you as well for our spiritual families.  We pray that your Holy Spirit will fill each 

one of us with the love of God and that we may minister to each other as You, yourself, 

would do.  In your precious name we pray.  Amen 

 

 

 


